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Introduction to Prisoner 155 


In Jewish mythology every generation has thirty-six righteous men, extraordinarily noble indivi- 
duals, “Tzadikim” or “Lamedvavnikim’—‘“Just Men’—whose existence justifies the purpose of 
humankind to God, and on whose example the moral integrity of the world depends. 

If “Lamed Vavninks” have walked the earth, one must surely have been the Ukrainian-born 
Jewish anarchist Simén Radowitzky, “whose life story, told in this compelling graphic novel, is 
that of one man’s tenacious belief in social justice.” 

This period was followed by the torture and relentless barbarities of a twenty-one-year 
calvary (1909-1930)—ten of them in solitary confinement—in the remote Ushuaia peniten- 
tiary on the Beagle Channel in Argentina’s Antarctic region of Tierra del Fuego. Finally, he 
emerged from his ordeal with dignity and his ideals and selfless faith in humanity intact. 

Simén Radowitzky’s chronicle, a Monte Cristo-esque odyssey, must surely rank among 
the most powerful in anarchist historiography. Based largely on Agustin Souchy’s biographical 
memoir, Una vida por un ideal, it is retold in fragmented flashbacks, skipping around in time be- 
tween the year of his birth in 1891 and death in 1956, in panels of black-and-white ink sketches 
with occasional dramatic splotches of red to portray tension, violence, and exile. The images and 
text jump between Radowitzky’s childhood and youth in czarist Ukraine, resisting repression 
and Cossack brutality for much of the first eighteen years of his life. 

‘The second phase encompasses his time in Argentina, from 1908, having fled from the 
Russian secret police, the Okhrana, because of his revolutionary anarchist activities and involve- 
ment in the 1905 Revolution. 

‘The year 1909 was a pivotal one in the history of Argentina’s anarchist and labour mo- 
vement, following the massacre of around 11 striking workers—and the wounding of at least 
a hundred more—at a May Day demonstration. ‘The killings had been ordered by the hated 
Buenos Aires police chief, Colonel Ramén L. Falcon, who was also the head of Argentina’s 
sabre-wielding and ruthless Federal, i.e. national, Police. Some months later, on 14 November, 
Radowitzky, a member of the anarcho-communist FORA (Argentine Regional Workers’ Fe- 
deration) and a survivor of the slaughter, halted Falcon’s brutal career—and that of his equally 
complicit secretary, Juan Lartigau—by throwing a hand grenade into their carriage. 

Arrested close to the scene, Radowitzky was tortured and—saved from the firing squad by 
his age as he was 18 at the time—sentenced to life imprisonment, most of which he was to serve 
in the Ushuaia, Argentina’s notorious equivalent of one of Stalin’s later Siberian gulags. 

Pardoned in 1930, he was immediately deported to neighbouring Uruguay where, three 
years later, his ongoing anarchist activities led to his arrest and exile on the remote Isla de 
Flores, 20 miles off Punta Carretas, Montevideo, where he remained for the next 15 months. 
Released in March 1936, Sim6n was again placed under house arrest in Montevideo for six 
months. Following the attempted fascist coup in Spain in July 1936, he made his way to Barce- 
lona where he joined an anarcho-syndicalist militia commanded by Gregorio Jover, the Ascaso 
Column—later the 28th Division of the Republican army—and fought on the Aragon front. 
After Franco’s victory in April 1939 he escaped to France and made his way via Bordeaux to 
Mexico, where he remained for the last sixteen years of his life, continuing his activism and 
doing what he could to promote the anarchist idea. Among those he influenced was Octavio 
Alberola of the Iberian Federation of Libertarian Youth (FIJL), the coordinator of Defensa 
Interior, the clandestine anarchist body responsible for the assassination attempts on General 
Franco, and a prime mover in the 1960s of the “First of May” action group. 


Radowitzky’s life story—slightly fictionalised inasmuch as all history is fictionalised to 
some extent—is the product of more than six years’ dedicated work by the author and illus- 
trator Agustin Comotto. To better understand his subject the author—himself the son of an 
Argentinian exile, a left-wing labour lawyer who escaped the military coup of 1976—immersed 
himself in prison memoirs and autobiographies such as Auschwitz survivor Primo Levi’s If This 
Is a Man. Agustin’s researches took him across Europe and to Ushuaia itself where he found the 
infamous gulag had been transformed into a tourist destination at which visitors can now pay 
to dress up as prisoners, an irony that reminded me that at least one of Franco’s prisons (Alcala 
de Henares) has been turned into a four-star luxury hotel. 

Comotto’s Prisoner 155 is, in my view, a truly great work, comparable to Art Spiegelman’s 
Maus and Marjane Satrapi’s Persepolis, rich with complexity and ambiguity, and whose shy and 
sensitive central character, a committed humanist imbued with a deep sense of justice who ne- 
ver expressed regret for the two lives he took, remains an enigma. Radowitzky’s full story may, 
perhaps, never be written. He was one of countless men and women, the salt of the earth, most 
of them anonymous, who chose to resist against an unjust, class-ridden society in the hope of 
building a better world for humanity. They may not be the “fabric of history” as interpreted by 
the bourgeois historians who glorify the words and deeds of self-seeking “great men,” but they 
are certainly its warp and weft. 

Perhaps the best epitaph for Radowitzky was written four years before his death. ‘This is 
what Felipe Alaiz de Pablo wrote in issue number 368 of Solidaridad Obrera, published in Paris, 
March 15, 1952: 


Rightly or wrongly, anxious or not for fame and historical renown, perhaps more sen- 
timentally than coolly inclined towards an absolute nihilism, probably scornful of the 
gregarious and passive mass for whom they sacrifice themselves without expecting help 
from it, more attached sometimes to anonymity than to an accumulation of redemptorist 
reverence—for religions are founded upon the spectacular sacrifice of one, and only one, 
in favour of the comfort and passivity of the rest—the activists, facing danger, dedicate 
their lives to their cause, and with their own lives pay. 

Those who persist end up in the hands of the terrorist state, while both the ideologues 
who preach terrorism as a means of resistance, while remaining uninvolved in it them- 
selves, and the state-terror-fearing masses, though they applaud these isolated fighters, 
are seemingly too shy or inhibited ever to be prepared to take a direct part in the struggle. 
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There was a weary look in his eyes, without joy or sadness. 


In a child, those old, tired, and lifeless eyes can be terrifying. 


Vasili Grossman, 1941 
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| MAYBE SAMPEPRO HAP A 4s I'M SORRY, LYUPMYLA, 


| BAD DAY. f BUT | CAN'T TALK TO YOU RIGHT NOW. 
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A MOTIVE DOESN'T MATTER MUCH, Ie 
NOT EVEN TRYING TO COMPREHEND It. 
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TAKE HIM TO 
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* GAGENE: RUSSIAN UNIT OF LENGTH EQUIVALENT TO 7 FEET. 


THAT WASN'T THE FIRST TIME THEY CAME TO 
THE VILLAGE, THEY USE? TO CURSE, NAME THE 
CZAR, BUT NEVER GOT OFF THEIR HORSES. 
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BUT THAT PAY WAS DIFFERENT. 
WE WERE ALL JEWISH TO THEM IN 
_STEPANITZ, 
[ANP EVEN tHoucH mz 
WASN'T JEWISH, HE ALSO ) 
DIEV THAT AFTERNOON. 
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HE DIDN'T WANT TO COME 
ALONG WITH ME. HE HAP 
THINGS TO DO AT HOME, 
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THEY WERE SIMPLY CLEANSING on 
THEIR MASTER'S LAND. 


REMOVING THE BAP WEEDS. | 
WAS LUCKY THAT AFTERNOON, 
LYUDMYLA. THEY DIV NOT SEE 


WE HAV HEARV ABOUT ATTACKS ON 


OTHER VILLAGES, BUT IT WAS ALWAYS 
BEYOND POLSKA. 


THERE WAS LITTLE TO LOOT IN 

STEPANITZ, IT DIDN'T MATTER, ; 
ANYWAY, THE COSSACKS HAVE \g he 
ALWAYS HATEV OUR GUTS, 


Pil SOME SAIP THE CZAR'S POLICE TOLD 
C77 


A THEM WHERE TO RAZE. 


THE ONLY THING CERTAIN WAS THAT, 
WHEN THE TIME CAME, THE POLICE 
WERE NOT THERE TO STOP THEM. 
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KNOW THEIR MOTIVES? > | BRING A MESSAGE FROM 


LITTLE FATHER CZAR. 
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|) MY FATHER TRUSTED THE MASTER. 
} ACCORVING TO HIM, WE WERE 
GOOD JEWS, HONEST JEWS. 


ANV ON THAT DAMNEV SABBATH OF 
ANY GIVEN JANUARY DAY, MY FRIEN? 
VIMITRI MADE THE MISTAKE OF NOT 
FOLLOWING ME INTO THE WOOPS, 


ANU | WONDER, WHY HIM 
AND NOT MEZ 
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“THE MASTER WOULV NEVER VO ANY 
WRONG TO OUR VILLAGE, BECAUSE 
IT'S HIS," MY FATHER USED TO SAY. 


CERTAINLY THE MASTER TOOK ORVERS 
FROM THE CZAR, AND THE LATTER VIP 
NOT THINK ALIKE. | DIP NOT KNOW WHO 
THE CZAR WAS AT THE TIME. SOMEONE 
IMPORTANT, | GUESSED. 
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HIS MOTHER FOUNT HIM CUT IN HALF 
BEHIND THE TEMPLE. 
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‘T) WITH ME THAT AFTERNOON, DIMITRIFZ 
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HAVE THEY DONE 
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9) ASSUMED, | SUPPOSE, THAT EVERYTHING CLOSE i 
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ANV JUST AS THEY CAME, THEY LEFT. THEY 
DID NOT LEAVE MUCH BUT THE HATREP OF 
MANY ANP THE RESIGNATION OF OTHERS, 
LIKE MY FATHER. 
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H —..OR SOME NEIGHBOR TRYING TO FIND SOMZONE 
| WHO WAS NO LONGER THERE, 
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BREAK THE SILENCE... 
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SOMEONE WHO, JUST LIKE DIMITRI, HAPPE- | 
NED TO BE IN THE WRONG PLACE THAT DAY. If 


PINCHAS. 


UNCLE PINCHAS WAS A TAILOR. HE WAS WEARING 


HAV | KEPT IT, PERHAPS WE WOULV BE TOGETHER NOW, 
Y) LYUPMYLA. BUT | WOULV NOT BE ME, RATHER SOMEONE 


TO ME ANYMORE, AND IT TOOK ME QUITE A WHILE | ELSE 


TO GET MY FEELINGS BACK. | COULDN'T CARE LESS | 
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* GHIMELE: "SIMON" IN YIPPISH. 
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|'VE FOUNV YOU 
AT LAST, SONI 


WHAT'S WRONG? 
HAVE THEY HURT 


| DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO SAY, LYUPMYLA. MY 
MOTHER FOOLISHLY EMBRACEV HER BRO- 
THER, TRYING TO KEEP HIM WARM, AS IF HE 
WERE A TOY YOU HAVE TO WIND UP FOR IT 
TO COME BACK TO LIFE. 


ANV THERE | WAS, NOT KNOWING WHAT 
TO PO, ETERNAL ANP WEIGHTLESS. FEAR, am 
WHICH | NO LONGER HAP WITHIN ME, MAKES SRR! 
YOU FEEL GROUNDED. 
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THEY'VE DESTROYED " 
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BLESSED THE CLEANSING COMMITTEP BY THE CZAR’S 
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WE LEFT PINCHAS LYING THERE, THERE WAS NO 
TIME TO BURY THE DEAP THAT PAY, LYUPMYLA. 


* PAN: MEANING "LORD" IN THE BORDER TERRITORIES BETWEEN 
UKRAINE ANV POLAND. 
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| WE'RE LEAVING, J THEY'VE BURNT DOWN EVERYTHING 
SHIMELE. WE'RE LEAVING J\ WE HAD, ANP THEY'VE TAKEN ALL 
THE VILLAGE. — THAT WAS VALUABLE. 


|\ CUENTENIK* MUST HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SELL. 
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Ca ES, LE | ONCE SAW UNCLE ABRASHA WHEN | WAS LITTLE, 
AND WHERE © 
ARE WE GOING Yel TO THE CITY WHERE | HE CAMEO VISIT US ANP BROUGHT US GIFTS. | 
UNCLE ABRASHA = } IMAGINED THE CITY AS SOMETHING GLITTERING ANP 
BRIGHT. 


” YOU'LL LIKE IT, YOU'LL SEE, BESIDES, YOUR 
FATHER WANTS YOU TO LEARN HOW TO 
WRITE, YOU'LL GO TO A HEPERI** 


IF YOU UNDERSTAND THE TORAH, 
YOu'LL BE A BETTER MAN, UNLIKE 
THOSE BASTARDS. 


AN? WHAT DO I NEED To Aa 
| THAT, IF YOU KNOW HOW 
q WRITE FOR? AG - TO WRITE, YOU'LL UNDERS- 
ON ay?) 


© De\TANP THE BOOK BETTER. , 


aa 


* CUENTENIK: YIVDISH FOR SELLER BY INSTALLMENTS, PEDDLER. THEY USED TO GO FROM TOWN 10 TOWN WITH THEIR 
CARTS, OFFERING PRODUCTS IN INSTALLMENTS. THEY USUALLY GOT PAIP WHEN THEIR CLIENTS EARNED THEIR WAGES. 
*FUEDER: TRADITIONAL JEWISH SCHOOL WHERE CHILVREN LEARN 10 READ AND WRITE 
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CAN YOU SEE, | NACHMAN, MY FATHER, 
LYUDMYLA? =) {| WANTED ME TO BE LIKE 
| MY COUSIN MOSHE, 


LYUDPMYLA, 
GET ME OUT OF 
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IT'S TRUE, NACHMAN. SHIMELE 
FOUND HIM NEAR THE TAILOR 


WHERE THE HELL 
HAVE YOU BEEN? 


THEY'VE KILLEV 
UNCLE PINCHAS, 


COME ON INSIVE. WE MUST GET 
READY. WE'RE LEAVING STEPANITZ 
VERY EARLY TOMORROW, 
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NACHMAN WAS A GOOP PERSON. ANZ | DON'T KNOW FR) | LEARNED THAT THEY MANAGED TO SAVE 

WHY HE PREFERRED ME INSTEAD OF MY ELDER -- THEMSELVES FROM THE POGROM THANKS TO 

BROTHER, GRIGORI. 2) THAT UNPERGROUNT ROOM THAT MY FATHER 
; — | HAP BUILT A LONG TI 


HE'S STILL 
THE SAME! 


Y66, Ades ee ae ATTACK, IT | LOST MY FEAR THAT PAY, LYUPMYLA, BUT MY 
MUST BE HIS NERVES. GRIGORI Be otueR LOST HIS SANITY, HE W/OULD NEVER BE 
ISN'T STRONG, YOU KNOW THAT. HE SAME AGAIN. iy 


BED. WE ARE HEAVING TO 
EKATERINOSLAV TOMORROW, 
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LOOK AFTER GRIGORI, Ta = 
SZYMON. HE'S BEEN THROUGH fine MY PARENTS PID NOT SLEEP THAT NIGHT. THEY BURIED UNCLE 


VERY HARP TIMES. pe PINCHAS AN? ARRANGEV WHATEVER WAS LEFT FOR OUR JOURNEY 
‘ TO EKATERINOSLAV. 
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YOU SHOULD HAVE LISTENEV TO THOSE IN THE TEMPLE YOU SPENT HOURS DEBATING WITH THEM, 
WHO DAREV ASK QUESTIONS, FATHER, AND YOU WERE ONE OF THE FIRST TO 
— BANISH THEM FOR THEIR BELIEFS. 
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50 OBEDIENT YOU WERE TO THEY WANTED TO DEFEND | WHERE HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A 
THE TORAH. BUT, WEREN'T THEMSELVES, FATHER. GOP THAT LETS HIS PEOPLE DIE 
THEIR POUBTS REASONABLE? 7 LIKE THAT? 


r2 | BRING YOU A MESSAGE FROM 
THEY ONLY SPOKE OF SOMEONE'S COMING, SAMPEPRO, RUSSIAN. HE SAYS THERE Mi 
THE RIGHT TO DEFEND LYUDMYLA. THIS MAY BE = ARE NO MORE POTATOES LEFT, AND 
THEMSELVES, LIKE THE B THE LAST TIME | SPEAK WITHOUT POTATOES THERE'S NO _Asayinee 
ZEALOTS," POTATO SOUP AE i 
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HE'S ROCHA. NOW | KNOW WHY THEY BEAT ME UP. 
MY THROAT HURTS, ANP | ASKEV FOR POTATO SOUP. 
SAMPEDRO DIV NOT LIKE ME ASKING. \ 


* ZEALOTS: RAVICAL JEWISH FACTION THAT FOUGHT ANP ROSE AGAINST THE INVAVING 
ROMANS, RESISTING AT THE MASADA FORTRESS. THEY CHOSE SUICIDE OVER DEFEAT ANP 
SLAVERY. 
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| GRIGORI WAS DIFFERENT. SOMETIMES HE USED 10 STARE 
HELPLESSLY AT THE LEAVES FLOATING DOWN HE RIVER FOR A 


LONG TIME, FASCINATED. HE WAS WEAK, THE MOST SENSITIVE OF 
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| WAS WITH DIMITRI 


-| HIV IN TIME, BUT THEY SAW 
WHEN THEY CAME... 


SAI? YOU'V GONE INTO DIMITRI. ANP..YOU KNOW, 
paladeee SHIMELE? 


NOW DIMITRI [5 TWO PEOPLE. ONE ’ WOULP HIS MOTHER 
WITHOUT A BOPY, THE OTHER COOK FOR TWO 
WITHOUT A HEAD, | DIMITRIS? 
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EASY NOW, SAMPEPRO ONLY 
WANTS TO TALK TO YOU. WE 


COME ON RUSSIAN, GET UP, 


WE'RE LEAVING. 


| SEB YOU'RE A LITTLE 
HAGGARD, 155. HAVEN'T 
YOU SLEPT WELL? 


| THOUGHT I'D 
CELLBLOCK 5. 


HERE YOU HAVE HIM, 
SAMPEPRO, SAFE AND SOUND. THANK YOU, ROCHA, 
: COME ON IN, 455. 


THEY ARE STARTING TO BUST 
MY CHOPS OUT THERE. 


I'M FUCKED, 155, 
PRETTY FUCKED. 


YOUR FRIENDS CAN'T STOP MESSING AROUND. 
THEY'RE LOBBYING FOR YOU, YOU'RE FAMOUS 
NOW: YOU'RE IN EVERY ONE OF THOSE SHITTY 
NEWSPAPERS THEY PUBLISH. THAT'S NOT GOOP. 
'M THE ONE PAYING FOR IT AFTERWARD. 


TELL THEM TO STOP OVER THERE IN 
BUENOS AIRES, YOU ARE THE ONE 
WHO'LL GET FUCKED, OR WORSE, I'LL 
BEAT THE SHIT OUT OF BABBY, FOR 
INSTANCE, 


ANP YOU KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENS TO 
YOU WHEN THEY 
MESS WITH ME... 


YOU KNOW | CANNNOT ORPER 
ANYONE TO PO ANYTHING, 
MR, SAMPEPRO, LEAVE 
BABBY ALONE. THE PROBLEM 

IS WITH ME. 
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IT'S A BEAUTIFUL DAY TOPAY, 155. | PEEL 
KINP. YOU EARNED IT THIS TIME. YOU ASKEV 
FOR POTATO SOUP, AND YOU'LL GET 
POTATO SOUP. 


BUT YOU'LL REMAIN 
IN THE FRIDGE. 
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SAMPEPRO HATES EVERYONE HERE, 
LYUPMYLA. 
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ALL THE OTHER INMATES ARE THERE, IN THE SAME 
OR WORSE STATE THAN |. THE WHOLE OF CELLBLOCK 
5 |S A FRIDGE FULL OF FRIDGES. 


| FEAR FOR BABBY, LYUDMYLA. | PON'T THINK 
HE'LL BE ABLE TO RESIST MUCH MORE. HE 
ONLY SPEAKS RUSSIAN NOW, SPOUTING MEAN- 
INGLES5 WORPS ABOUT HIS MOTHER. 


35 


PRISONER 155 RETURNS TO THE 
FRIDGE. BUT TODAY HELL CHOW 
DOWN ON POTATO SOUP. 
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da } HANG IN THERE, 1551 
rf ¢ DON'T GIVE THEM ANYTHING! 
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BACK TO YOUR PLACE OR atl 


YOU'RE GOING WITH HIM, 
ASSHOLE! hy ry 
AN, a 
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| WON THIS TIME. EVEN IF 
IT'S JUST SOME POTATO 


USUALLY IT 1S THEY WHO WIN. THEY TOOK Vi MEO WOULDN'T STOP 


DI MEO OUT OF THE FRIDGE THE OTHER PAY. IT YELLING ABOUT THERE BEING 
SEAGULLS IN HIS CELL. 


WITH YOu, HE'LL SEE, 
THAT 38. 


HI5 SCREAMS WERE THE WORST. NO ONE IN 
THE CELLBLOCK COULD SLEEP. 
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HEY TRANSFERRED HIMTO 11 & FROM THERE, THEY'LL MOVE HIM THAT'S THE WAY IT GOES, EVEN 
THE INFIRMARY. | Wh TOTHE CEMETERY UP ON THE IF SOME OF US STRUGGLE 
' HILL, BEHIND THE PENITENTIARY. 
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THE CITY, WHAT Lite | COUL? LEARN THERE. 
BEING etal To REAV ANV WRITE. 
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'M SORRY, TEACHER. | HA? TO 
HELP MY MOTHER CARRY SOME 
FIREWOOD, 


YOU'RE LATE, 
SZYMON. 


SS 


IT 1S STRANGE, THE TEACHER TAUGHT ME TO REAP AND WRITE IN A LANGUAGE 
NONE OF US SPOKE, AND WHICH APPEAREV ONLY IN THE SACRED TEXT. 


” “SUDAH IS GONE INTO CAPTIVITY BECAUSE OF AFFLICTION, ANP BECAUSE OF 
GREAT SERVITUVE: SHE PWELLETH AMONG THE HEATHEN, SHE FINPETH NO 
REST: ALL HER PERSECUTORS OVERTOOK HER BETWEEN THE STRAITS."* 


LEARNING TO WRITE IN HEBREW, 
THOUGH, ALLOWED ME TO 70 50 IN 
RUSSIAN LATER. GOING TO A HEPER 
WAS THE MOST AMAZING THING TO 
EVER HAPPEN TO ME. 


AND CERTAINLY THE LANGUAGE WE SPOKE 
AMONG OURSELVES WAS NEITHER THE 
COASACK'S NOR THE CZAR'S. 


* LAMENTATIONS 4:3 
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THAT'S IT FOR TOPAY, 
CHILVREN. SEB YOU 
TOMORROW. 


SZYMON, WOULV YOU 
COME HERE FOR A 
MOMENT? 


TALK TO ME See NOST GIVE UP YOUR STUPIES. YOUR 
FATHER NEEDS YOU TO WORK. , 


HE SAIP NOTHING TO 
ME, REBBE." 
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6 UNDERSTANDABLE, tugee EITHER WAY, YOU ALREADY KNOW 


HOW TO REAV ANP WRITE. I'VE 
THINGS ARE APULT MATTERS. 4 Done My PART. NOW YOU NEED 10 


VO YOURS. VON'T YOU EVER GIVE 
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GOOP LUCK, 
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* REBBE: TEACHER" IN VI7PISH. 
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BUT, PAPA, | CAN WORK AT VJ 


HOME, HELP MAMA. 


NO WAY, SZYMON, IT'S 
BEEN VECIVED. 


BECAUSE | SAY SO, BESIVES, YOU'LL CELEBRATE 


YOUR BAR MITZVAH.” YOU DON'T NEED TO LEARN 
ANYTHING ELSE FOR... 


a. |S mats -\. v : 


7 --YOU REALLY DON'T KNOW WHY Because WHAT LITTLE | EARN 6 
I'M TAKING YOU OUT OF THE HEDER, NOT ENOUGH. PO You 


VO You? REMEMBER COUSIN MOSHE? 


ONE THAT PERFORMEV YOUR 
BRIT MILAH."* HE LIVES IN A 
FARAWAY COUNTRY NAMEV 
ARGENTINA. MOSHE IS A GOO? 
JEW, RESPECTFUL OF THE BOOK. 


**BRIT MILAM: JEWISH BAPTISM. CIRCUMCISION. 
A 


YOUR BROTHER GRIGORI |S 


AN? WHAT POES COUSIN NOT WELL. HE SPEN7S Hours gy = WITHTHE MONEY YOU'LL EARN 
MOSHE HAVETO PO WITH ME —- WITHOUT UTTERING A WORD, WORKING, WE'LL SEN HIM WITH 
AS If HE WERE IN ANOTHER A = COUSIN MOSHE. HE'LL BE BETTER 


WORKING? 


WORLD, =>, THERE, 4 


: - << === 
Y ANU, WHAT'S 


ARGENTINA? | DON'T KNOW. THEY ; ; POING EVE Te. 
a VV DEEP INSIDE, MY FATHER WAS DOING EVERYTHING HE 


SAY 11'S NOT COLD, THAT THERE'S CouLy, WHAT WAS BEST FOR THE FAMILY. THAT VERY 

WORK, ANP THAT THERE ARE NO f cAMe YEAR, IN SPRING, GRIGORI WOULD TRAVEL 10 
COSSACKS AROUND 10 KILL US. | ARGENTINA, 

: “as ET Tee 

i SPOT LL 


ah 


< 
ia 


> an mi |, 


os 


Me 


i. Se 
a 


Ss —_— 
YOKE, KOPECKS, A BEATING EVERY NOW 
AND THEN. THAT WOULV BE MY LIFE FROM 
THEN ON. 
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HE DOESN'T LOOK VERY stxone. ( 
YOU'D TOL? ME HE WAS 
THIRTEEN ALREADY.. 


COME ON NOW, YANKL, 
LET'S BE FAIR. SZYMON |S 
VERY HARP WORKING. 


IT'S TRUE. HE'S A LITTLE SHORTER, 
BUT HE'S VERY BRIGHT. HE REAPS 
AND WRITES. I'M SURE HE'LL BE 
HELPFUL. 


—_ la 
TEN KOPECKS A 
WEEK, 


4 THIRTEEN KOPECKS, FOOD, 
Wi} ANP SHELTER. YOU KNOW 

pa’ ‘J IT’S A BARGAIN. HE'LL DO 
WHATEVER YOU ASK FOR, 


ALL RIGHT, THEN. BUT I'M WARNING 
YOu: If HE BECOMES A NUISANCE OR 
STEALS, I'M SENDING HIM BACK TO YOu 
IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE, 
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MY FATHER GAVE ME AWAY FOR A Julll 
FEW KOPECKS, LYUPMYLA. 


CHANGING LOCKS ALLOWED ME 10 SET 
FOOT INTO HOUSES |'7 HAVE NEVER 
IMAGINEV SEEING. 


a 


\\ aaah va ‘ | 


OF NOBLEMEN WHERE WE CHANGED ALL THE LATCHES AN? TAKE LONG TO LEARN HIS QUIRKS ANP 
'% AVOIV THEM. 


PEOPLE LIVING IN UNSUSPECTEV PARAVISES, LIKE THAT HOUSE YANKL L WAS SPARING YET FAIR. IT DIDN'T 


<< oe DB! * A ee — os 


LITT LE BY LITTLE | LEARNED THE TRADE, TO MASTER MY ALTHOUGH | DIV NOT KNOW IT YET, IT 
HANS, AN? TO KNOW THE MATERIALS. } WOULD ALL BE USEFUL TO ME IN THE FF 
J} 


a p/ — eS 
WE'LL FINISH THIS JOB 
TOMORROW, SZYMON, I'LL 
PICK YOU UP EARLY IN THE 
MORNING. 


SEE YOU 
TOMORROW, REB.* 


* REB: "MISTER" IN YIPPISH. 
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“THERE WAS SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT IN YANKL'S SHOP 
THAT NIGHT, 


S50METHING THAT SHOULDN'T BE SOMETHING | HAPN'T HELP IN MY 
THERE, SOMETHING THAT YANKL | HANVS FOR 50 LONG, 


WOULY NEVER KEEP IN HIS SHOP. ; . 


IT WAS OLP, WORN OUT BY 
MANY ANONYMOUS HANS. 
T) eyATN OMT fe rod ue) 
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in 4 


= 
‘¥ 
a 
Fi 
a 


iw 


/ 
LS 
hoa . 


| REMEMBER IT AS IF | HAP IT IN FRONT OF ME, 
RIGHT AT THIS VERY MOMENT. SLOWLY, ITS 
LETTERS SHAPEP INTO WORDS, AND | READ, | 
READ AFTER SUCH A LONG TIME. 


THIS BOOK WAS UNLIKE ANY 
OTHER | KNEW. 


ANU | WAS SURPRISE? IT PID NOT SPEAK 


OF GOV, THAT SOMETHING DIFFERENT 
COULV BE WRITTEN ABOUT, 


A 


EVER SINCE I'D LEFT THE TEACHER, I'7 
NEVER HAP THE CHANCE TO REAP. NOW | 
HAP ALL NIGHT AHEAV OF ME. 


| KNEW THE OWNER OF 
THE BOOK WOULV COME 
BACK NEXT MORNING. 


HERE, RUSSIAN. 


NOW IT HAPPENS WE 
HAVE TO TREAT YOU AH, | ALMOST 
FORGOT... 
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| KNOW HOW 
MUCH YOU LIKE TO 
REAP. 


YO YOU THINK IT BOTHERS ME 
TO READ THE BIBLE, ROCHA? a5 


\ Na 
Sy _ a ™~s 


UME HAVE ITIN MY HANDS? 
s ~ x “UE 
; ae 


— 


‘~ 
‘ 


MAKE YOU A 
BETTER PERSON. 


HOW LITTLE You KNOW ME, ROCHA. \ 
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ILL NEVER FORGET THE FIRST TIME | READ KROPOTKIN. e/a Wt 
| STILL COULDN'T UNDERSTAND MANY THINGS ABOUT i Bead 
ME, ABOUT THE WORLD, ABOUT THAT BOOK, 


| YET NOTHING ANP NO ONE WILL CHANGE THE WHY | DIDN'T LIKE I, BECAUSE OF THIS BOOK, | 
IMPRESSION THOSE PAGES LEFT IN ME, THOSE PAGES LEARNEP | COULV VISAGREE AND THAT, MAYBE, IT 
WRITTEN BY A NOBLE WHO QUESTIONED WHY THE WOULD CHANGE. 


— 


COME ON. IT'S 


A , ube 
TOOL LIST SEVERAL TIMES OVER TO AVOI HAVING «ff Mae. It i ea 


TROUBLE WITH YANKL. 
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> | | 
I] T-¥ v 
’ } } 


"Rich in what we already possess, richer still in the possibilities of production of 
our actual mechanical outfit; richest of all in what we might win from our soil, 
from our manufactures, from our science, from our technical knowledge, were they 
but applied to bringing about the well-being of all.” 
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"Why then are the many poor? Why this painful drudgery for the masses?” 


"By what right then can any one whatever appropriate the least morsel of this 
immense whole and say—This is mine, not yours?”* 


OW MANY TIMES DO | HAVE 
TO TELL YOU NOT TO MINGLE 
WITH THE LOR?S? 


* PETER KROPOTKIN, THE CONQUEST OF BREA (NEW YORK AND LONDON: G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS, 1906). 


I'M SORRY, REB. | WASN'T 
PAYING ATTENTON. 
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FORGET IT. WE ARE DONE FOR TOPAY. 
PICK UP THE TOOLS AND WAIT FOR ME 
DOWNSTAIRS. 


” COME ON IN, THIS WAY, 
BUT, ABOVE ALL, DON'T 
BREAK ANYTHING. 


Y | VIPN'T KNOW MUCH ABOUT REB YANKL. HE WAS 
JOST MY MASTER. HOW COULV | HAVE KNOWN THAT 
HE WAS WIDOWED ANP THAT HE HAP A DAUGHTER? 


WE DON'T HAVE MUCH TIME. MY YOUR FATHER ISA Pont ToucH ANYTHING! IF HE POES 
FATHER MUST NOT KNOW ABOUT OUR LOCKSMITH? | WOULY NOT FIND OUT, WE MAY RETURN 
MEETINGS. / NEVER HAVE IMAGINED IT, WHENEVER WE WANT. 


’ oe ae DS 


. - a M ; y / 

—_ = - = ¢ ~ Yh = f = >) 
YOU STUDIED AT UNIVERSITY, ALTHOUGH THIS WAS FORBIVVEN TO JEWS BY 
THE CZAR. | KNEW, HOWEVER, THAT A JEW COULV DO MANY THINGS WITH 
MONEY. 


COULP YOu PO IT, YES, | WAS a YOU SHOULD SEE HIS HANDS. HE'S 
Saisie ABLE 10 SPEAK WAR Se GOT MORE SCARS THAN A 
\  TOHIM. PLOUGHED FIELD. 


HE IS A KAZAKH WHO 
WORKS AT THE FYOPONOV 
FACTORY. 
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| BELIEVE 50, WE WILL BUILV THE 
al SOVIET OF EKATERINOSLAV., 


WILL WE ACHIEVE THE 
SAME RESULTS AS IN 
ST, PETERSBURG? 


TRUST ME. | TOLD HIM THERE ARE 
STUDENTS WHO STAN BY THE 
WORKERS, THAT WE SUPPORT THEIR 
STRUGGLE, 


o/ ANV THE WORKERS, 
WHAT ARE THEY LIKE? 


WE WILL SET WATCH. am SAY THE 
SECRET POLICE IS ALREADY OPERATING 
IN THE CITY. IF THEY CATCH US, THEY 
WILL BEAT THE HELL OUT OF US. 


'M AFRAID WE MIGHT GET 
JUST AS YOU IMAGINE, MULES WORKING CAUGHT. SOMEONE MIGHT RE- 


LEARN, LYUPMYLA. THEY SOUGHT US WOULD BREAK OUR BONES. 
Out. : 


\ A &> ‘Wie & 


} 
STUVENTS, SOVIENS, NEW WORDS TO MY EARS. THE ST. PETERSBURG 
SOVIET WAS LEGENDARY. THEY WOULV SOON SPRING UP ALL OVER RUSSIA. 


OR WORSE, THEY'LL 
SEND YOU AWAY TO 
SIBERIA. 


THEY'LL NEVER DESTROY THE 
SOVIETS. THEY ARE UNSTOPPABLE. 


WE MUST 
GO, 


[WAITED FOR THOSE MEETINGS AS IF 
THEY WERE MINE. | KNEW, AT LONG 
LAST, WHO THE OWNER OF THOSE 
|_B00Ks WAS, 


5. 
a 


va A PITY MY FATHER SHOWED UP TO W RECK 
| IT ALL. 


_—_— —_— ss ___ 
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('VE TOLD YOU A THOUSAND TIMES, 
S5ZYNON. THERE'S A POSITION FOR YOU 
A 


af allt iz 


H THEY WERE LOOKING FOR AN APPRENTICE IN A MOTOR 


FACTORY. | COULVN'T TELL NACHMAN THAT THE ONLY 
THING | CAREV ABOUT IN YANKL'S SHOP WAS YOu, 
B LYUVMYLA. YOU ANV YOUR BOOKS. 


BUT | WAS LEARNING THE TRADE. YANKL TREATS 
ME VERY WELL. I'M SURE HE CAN PAY A LITTLE BIT 


| VON'T CARE, LOOK AT IT THIS 
WAY: YOU'LL SEE YOUR MOTHER 


OF COURSE, S0N, YOU MAY GO 
fe) O 7 vA 
AN ee) THs AFTERNOON, BUT FIRST 
7 WE'LL GO SEE THE FOREMAN SO 
HE HAS A CHANCE 10 MEET YOU, 


m YOUR BEATING WILL BE WORTH 
SOMETHING, 38. 


~~ SS 
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Tuesday, October 26, 1919 


Fellow workers, greetings, 
Here am I, hopeless, resvgned, and wll. Weak but full of courage. I write these lunes from Cellblock 5, 
that us, in ‘permanent confinement,” owing to my demand for potato soup. I cannot swallow because 
of my ullness; that vs why I requested to have my ratvon replaced with soup. There are others lke 
myself, in between four walls, unable to see the Iuvght of day. Im warting guetly yet firmly for 
death to come. Other inmates, incapable of resistance, have hanged themselves, just Ivke Prisoner 
122. Sampedro has it in for me. Bear in mind, comrades, that I'm in ‘permanent confinement”: L'm 
not allowed +o read, they have taken away my books, cannot see the lught of day anymore, and 
cannot even have mate. Sampredo grows furvous when TI call in the doctor and claums Im pretending. 
Nevertheless, the impact of Your campargn reverberates here, and they've had to give in a little: 
Rocha has brought me the damn potato soup! Fret not for me. I knew what I was getting unto. 
I want not one comrade to suffer for advocating in my behalf. Soon itll be nine years since my 
imprisonment, and I can assure you, I have not the least shred of remorse. I have never done any 
deluberate harm to anyone whatsoever. And I have always safeguarded, that vs to say, respected 
the dignity that should be the norm of every anarchist, and not a single anarchist would ever be 
ashamed of my actvons. 


To health and anarchy. 
Ushuara Penitentiary, Tlerra del Fuego 


F” HERE YOU GO, 155. | WAS ALSO IT SEEMS SAMPEVRO HAP ae ; q 
GIVEN PERMISSION TO BRING YOU SIMON, DON'T GIVE IN, NOT ONE BIT. 


YOUR SCARF AND HAT. iz BEES 50, 155, BETTER TIMES ARF A-COMING. 
| beg LET'S HOPE IT 


| HOPE $0, 
GIULIANI. 


THE CAMPAIGN IN BUENOS AIRES |S 
UNYIELVING. GOOV MONEY HAS BEEN 
GATHEREV FOR YOUR CAUSE, 


YOU ARE VERY IMPORTANT 
TO THE REST OF THE INMATES, 

SIMON. LOTS OF US SURVIVE 
BECAUSE YOU ENDURE, 


EVERY BOWL OF SOUP IS A DAY. A PRISONER'S DIVISION OF THE DAY IS SIMILAR TO THAT OF A WORKER: IN A 
FACTORY, THERE'S A SIREN THAT HOWLS FOUR TIMES, ONE TO ENTER, ANOTHER TO EAT, ANOTHER TO RETURN 
TO THE LINE, AND THE LAST ONE TO LEAVE. 
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YANKL WAS A GOOP MAN. HE LEFT ME ALONE $0 | COULT SAY. 
GOOPBYE TO WHAT HAP BEEN MY HOME, ('P GIVE ANYTHING 
ELOW NOW... 


BPN tank you ror 
THE BOOKS, 


YS, WHY ME? BECAUSE | KNEW YOU'D REAP 
| BARELY KNOW THEM. BECAUSE, SOONER OR 
HOWTO REAP. —_ LATER, YOU'? GOTO WORKIN A _, 

FACTORY, 


YOU ARE 
SHIMELE, RIGHTZ 


LYUDMYLA. WE'LL 
CONTINUE SEEING 
ah, ACH OTHER, RIGHT? 


| DON'T KNOW ANYONE 

THERE. ANZ | PON'T KNOW 
ANYTHING ABOUT THE 

WORKERS. 


THAT'S BECAUSE YOU ARE 
BEGINNING TO LEARN. THEY'? 
DO ANYTHING TO KNOW 

WHAT YOU KNOW. 


SURE. WOULD | BE ABLE 
TO REAV MORE BOOKS? 


— 


OF COURSE. TELL THOSE IN THE 
FACTORY, TELL THOSE WHO 
CANNOT READ, ABOUT WHAT'S 
WRITTEN IN THEM. 
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YOU KNOW How Yo | 
IT'S LATE, | 
TORFAP. \ MUST GO NOW. 


= WAS YET UNABLE 10 PUT INTO WORDS THAT 
INNER LIGHT OF YOURS. 
(i) At ing Mot . 


vi] = 


| THAT LIGHT THAT . 
S5URROUN/S ME LIKE AN} | THAT LIGHT THAT BURNS SAMPEPRO 
INVINCIBLE SHIELD, - ANP THIS SHITHOLE I'M BURIED IN. 
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| DON'T KNOW IF YOU WROTE THIS OR IF SOMEONE FABRI- THEY'RE DEMANDING YOUR RELEASE. THEY SAY 


CATED IT, BUT SOME DIPSHIT LIKE YOU IN BUENOS AIRES WE'RE NOT TREATING YOU WELL HERE. WHO 7O THEY 
PUBLISHED A LETTER FROM YOU, “TO OUR THINK THEY ARE? THIS IS NO RECREATION ROOM. YOU 
COMRADES,” IN LA PROTESTA.* AIN'T ON HOLIPAYS HERE, GOPPAMMIT! BESIDES... 


ALMOST NO ONE IS 


« aa — ‘ 
HW = 
| ‘ — 
| =) eo 


vie ARGENTINE, 
sl ‘tomas 
THESE PORTENOS™ POLITICIAN WANNA- WHAT? YOU'VE GOT 
BES GET WEAK ATTHE KNEES. THEY GET NOTHING TO SAYZ WHAT'S THE GOop—}_:| THINK YOU'LL BE USEFUL 
SCARED WHEN THEY REAP THIS SHIT, SPEAK UP, DAMMIT NEWS2 AT THE MECHANICS SHOP. 
AND THEN WE ARE TO BLAME, TO MAKE YOU USEP TO WORK WITH 
MATTERS WORSE, THERE WAS A FUND- MOTORS, RIGHTZ 


RAISING CAMPAIGN AN? THEY'VE SENT 
YOU MONEY AGAIN. 


AH, I'VE GOT 
SOME GOO? 
NEWS, RUSSIAN. 


PRISONER 48 IS IN SOLITARY, ANP HE'S GOT VERY FEW DAYS LEFT. MAKE 
VONE. YOU ARE OUT OF THE FRIDGE. GURE HE HAS A BLANKET ANP A MATTRESS AS HE IS DYING. PRISONER 75 


WHAT PO | PO WITH al MONEY NEEDS A POCTOR, HE IS NOT LYING NOR IS HE EXAGGERATING. BUY HIM 
THEY SENT YOU WHATEVER HE NEEVS ON OUR BEHALF. AND WE NEED MORE YERBA*** 
ut ANP SUGAR FOR EVERYONE, BOOKS 100. 
' | a Y) | : S| 


* LA PROTESTA: ANARCHIST NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED IN BUENOS AIRES SINCE 1897. 
** PORTENO. A PERSON FROM DOWNTOWN BUENOS AIRES, NEAR THE PORT, 
*** YERBA HERB WITH WHICH MATE, A HOT BEVERAGE SIMILAR 10 TEA, IS PREPARED. 58 


“Ser « 


SURVIVING MEANS LEARNING FAST, THE NEXT 1) WEPROPUCEV MECHANICAL PARTS ANP 


DAY, MY LIFE AS A WORKER FOR THE VASAYEV | MACHINERY. YOUNG WORKERS WERE SIMPLY 
FACTORY BEGAN. » IGNORED BY THE REST. 


50 | SPENT MONTHS WORKING ON THE LINE, PAY | LEARNED WHAT A FOREMAN ANP 
AFTER DAY, SIREN AFTER SIREN. | BARELY SPOKE TO WHAT A STOOL PIGEON WERE. | LEARNEV 
ANYONE, THOUGH | LEARNED THE COVES, 


Pe 
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- == 


[ AND | WAS AMONG THEM. | WAS WARY OF THE SIREN, OF 
WHAT | EARNED ANP GAVE MY FATHER, OF MY FATHER AND 


S50ME STARTED TO BE WARY OF THE as 
RULES. ANV AS EACH DAY WENT BY, BY. 2a 


a 


MBERS GREW. fe ae 


| JUST DIV NOT WISH TO BE ANOTHER 
COG IN THE MACHINE. BUT | WAS YET TO 
GAIN AWARENESS OF THAT FEELING. 
Waete3 | _ = an a (ED 


S50METIMES | WAITEP } COME WITH 


FOR THE SIREN AS * ME, KID. 
SOMETHING GOOD, ) : , 


: 


ZONE ji 4 < 
NE WHO ee Le1'5 G0 


, OUTSIDE. 
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HERE'S THE BOY, 
VSEVOLOD. 


EASY, KIPI SPEAK Low, V 
LEST YOU WANT 0 HAVE 
US ALL SACKED. 


COMRAVES. SEND DELEGATES TO THE 
NEXT SOVIET AT THE MIR WAREHOUSES 
ON THE Z81H, AT 8PM. 


Ai i Sl 4m 

WE THOUGHT YOU MIGHT COME, 

YOU KNOW HOW 10 SPEAK BETTER 1g WORTH TWICE AS MUCH. THAT IS, = STUDENTS, OFTENTIMES THEY CANNOT 

THAN WE 70. FOR US YOU ARETWENTY-EIGHT. Al GRASP WHAT'S HAPPENING HERE, 

ir efit) YOU'LL MAKE SURE THEY UNDERSTAND 

WHY..F’M ONLY gs ey TAS. WHAT IO you SAY? WoULP You 
FOURTEEN. Het ae aie 4 JOIN USE 
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| 


/ THE SHIFT SIREN IS RINGING, \ AREN'T YOU 
SZYMON. WE MUST GO BACK TO AFRAIDZ YOU 

4 COULV ENP UP IN 

KATORGA.* 


'M STILL NO ONE TO 
you, ANV YOU ARE 
CORRECT, I'M NOT FROM 
THE CITY. 


WHO ARE YOU? YOUR 
ACCENT |S NOT FROM THE 
CITY. 


BUT WELL MEET 
AGAIN, SHIMELE, 


JUST AS THEY APPEARED, THEY BLENVEP IN AGAIN AMONG THE 
§ WORKERS. VSEVOLOP ANP THE OTHERS WERE THE INCHOATE GROUP 
| = 4 THAT DAREV SPEAK WITH WORKERS FROM OTHER FACTORIES, AND | 
RT OF THAT. 


S| | REMEMBER THAT DAY WAS A 
~ mY THURSDAY, LYUPMYLA, AND WE 
@ WOULD MEET AT PUSHKIN 
R OUR SHIFT. 


* KATORGA: CRIMINAL PUNISHMENT DURING THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE. EXILE TO REMOTE 
PLACES WHERE PRISONERS WERE USE AS FORCEP LABOR. 
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=. - :. - ' 7 es es ee ——_ r ret = 
D TO TELL YOU ABOUT THE COAL MINERS oO | COULV SEE A PATH LEAVING 
AT THE FACTORY. THEY HAP NOTICED ME BECAUSE [Rede <3 SOMEWHERE ELSE THAN A WHOLE LIFE J 


/ \wouwove \ 
ANYTHING 10 BE ON 
HAT BENCH. 
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GOGOL. y CAREFUL. THINGS ARE ANYTHING WRONG. 
GETTING HARTER. YOU'RE JUST GIVING ME 


SOME BOOKS, 


YES, BUT | MEET WITH PEOPLE 
WHO ARE UNDER POLICE EYE, THE 
CZAR DOES NOT LIKE US READING, 
AND IF THEY SUSPECT ANYTHING, 
YOU COULD BE FOUND BY THE 
RIVER, BEATEN UPTO A PULP. 


_ 


THIS HAS GOT 10 


YES, THE CZAR |S LOSING THE EVERYBODY KNOWS IT MAY BE $0, BUT 
ee oe WAR, } BALE, THE JAPANESE HAVE SUNK THESE ARE OLD SHIPS, THEY BLAME US FOR 
HIS SHIPS IN PORT ARTHUR. A BIG JUNK. THEIR ee 


HUMILIATION FOR HIM. 


BECAUSE WE 
SA\ ARE wad 7 Sy 
naa” 
ILL GO 10 THE SOVIETAT 141 60 THERE TOO. ILL BE WITH SOME COMRADES FROM 
THE MIR WAREHOUSES ——_yNIVERSITY. YOU KNOW? MY FATHER THINKS THAT SEN- 


TOMORROW. CAN YOU DING METO UNIVERSITY WAS A MISTAKE, THAT THE PLACE 
BELIEVE IT? I'M DELEGATE! IS A NEST OF PROVOCATEURS. 


OR BECAUSE WE ARE 
WORKERS. IT DOESN'T MATTER. 
THERE'VE BEEN POGROMS IN 
KIEV AND MANY VEAV WORKERS 
IN ST, PETERSBURG. THESE ARE 
SOON TO BEGIN HERE. 


WE WERE AMATEURS STAGING MAKESHIFT PROTESTS, AND THE CZAR WAS 50 
OBSTINATE THAT HE COULVN'T GRASP THE MAGNITUVE OF THE DISASTER. RUSSIA 
WOULD SOON BE UP IN FLAMES AS HE PLAYEP WAR WITH HIS NOBLEMEN. 
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| LEFT THE FRIDGE THE NEXT 
DAY. YOU FEEL VERTIGO THE 
FIRST DAYS YOU'RE OUT. 


ANV JUST AS SAMPEDRO SAID, | A 4 
BEGAN WORKING AT THE a) 
MECHANICS SHOP, — a 


’ 2 


TS] NO, FILOMENO. | DON'T 
Jif) WANT ANYBODY 10 Die 
S9)y] FOR MY CAUSE OUT THERE. 


~ al > 
>> 
i RY SIMON, YOU CAN'T PECIVE 
g — ANYTHING ANY LONGER, 
Yeu (5 LX ty, YOU ARE AN ICON FOR THE 
" MOVEMENT. 


GET READY, SIMON. YOU'RE LEAVING THIS 
PLACE SOON. A BARRERA WILL TAKE YOU 
OUT FOR A WALK. 
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es 


ANU 50, FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME, WE WENT TO 
A SOVIET ALONG WITH STUPENTS AND WORKERS 
FROM OTHER FACTORIES. NOTHING LIKE THIS HAV 
EVER HAPPENEV BEFORE. 


a 


Q 


B / RUMORS ARE ALSO SPREADING AT THE SPINNING 

x- MILL WHERE | WORK. THE STRIKE IS STILL ON IN 
5ST. PETERSBURG. WE KNOW THAT GAPON, THE 
a ® \ PRIEST, WILL MARCH WITH A WRITTEN 

Tl) NEWS FROM $T. PETERSBURG INTENSIFIED Pe y toe STATEMENT UPHOLVING WORKERS’ RIGHTS. 

THE EVENTS. YOU COULD FEEL IN THE AIR 

THAT SOMETHING WAS ABOUT TO BURST, 


\] S= 


‘ ~ amt - 
| 2 


MB) | GEORGY GAPON? BUT HE 
Bgey REPRESENTS THE POPE! 


YEAH, BUT MY COUSIN LIVES 
THERE, AND HE'S TOLD ME 
THAT HE IS TO BE TRUSTED. 


NO PRIEST IS TO BE TRUSTED, I'M SURE 
HE WORKS FOR THE OKHRANA.* 


+ 
Vj 


i WHY CAN'T You JUST Wee 


} SHUT UP AND LISTEN, KID? ae 
a 


THE “CHILD” WILL SPEAK ON OUR BEHALF. HE 
WORKS JUST LIKE WE DO, AND HE WILL SPEAK 
FOR US. YOU WILL AVVOCATE FOR YOUR OWN, 
VO YOU UNPERSTANV? 


PANO, LEAVE HIM ALONE. HE'S 
COMING WITH ME, AND HE 
ALSO SPEAKS FOR US, 


{ ACHILY CANNOT SPEAK 
wh FOR YOU, 


apa 


*POPE: HIGHEST AUTHORITY OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHOVOX CHURCH. 
** OKHRANA: CZARIST SECRET POLICE, 
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SPEAK FOR US, SHIMELE. 


VAMN BEZMOTIVNY.* 


YOU'RE WRONG, KIP. HE'S DIFFERENT, AND HE'LL TAKE 
OOO Oh AND OC TEN PORES HOUC, Down, THAT STATEMENT APVOCATING FOR US, AND THE CZAR 
THINK WE SHOULD BE TALKING ABOUT PRIESTS HERE. BUT, WILL LISTEN TO HIM. 
SINCE THE SUBJECT HAS BEEN BROUGHT UP, WE BELIEVE 
A PRIEST REPRESENTS ALL THAT WHICH OPPRESSES US. 
HE BELONGS WITHTHE CZAR ANP HIS POLICE. MANY 
WILL DIE IF WE FOLLOW THAT CLOWN. 


VO YOU STILL BELIEVE IN LITTLE FATHER CZAR? THE 
ONLY THING HE'LL LISTEN TO WILL BE THE STRIKE, 
GAPON |S A CZARIST AGENT, AND MANY OF OUR 
COMRADES WILL BE SNITCHEV UPON. LONG LIVE THE 
STRIKE WITHOUT GAPONI 


* BEZMOTIVNY!: TWO ANARCHIST DIRECT ACT 1ON MOVEMENTS WERE ACTIVE IN EARLY 
TWENTIETH-CENTURY RUSSIA, THE NAROPNIK AND THE MORE RAPICAL 


BEZMOTIVNYI, ENGAGED IN “MOTIVELESS” VIOLENCE, 67 


BUT WE KNOW NOTHING 


y COMRAVES, IT'S LATE, AND IT’S NOT SAFE 
OF THAT STATEMENT... | 


TO HANG AROUND HERE. LET US CALL 
FOR A VOTE, WHO'S IN FAVOR OF THE 
STRIKE AND GAPON'S STATEMENTZ 


7). & e Gable 
ALL RIGHT, COMRADES. WE ARE GOING Fore voring FOR THE 


40 THE STRIKE. WE WILL SUPPORT AND YOU HAPPEN) WE NEEP NOT 
O : Pi 5 

GAPON ANP OUR $1. PETERSBURG ea eine I9 AN 4O KNOW THAT }{ KNOW ABOUT IT. 

COMRAPES. : HE |S A PRIEST. 


HOw, KIDZ 


LET IT GO, SHIMELE. WE 
ARE IN THE MINORITY, 


NO FUCKING BRAT WILL 
SPEAK TO ME LIKE... 


CAPABLE OF LENDING HIS SUPPORT TO 
THOSE WHO ORGANIZE THE POGROMS. 
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PF WATCH IT, LEST THIS BEZMOTIVNY! 
SHUTS YOUR BIG FUCKING MOUTH FOR 


WE HAVEN'T COME ALL THE 
WAY HERE TO SETTLE OUR 
SCORES. 


F YOU ARE BRAVE. YOU WERE 
NOT LYING, AND YOU ARE NOT 
AFRAID. 


YOUR YIPPISH 
IS NOT FROM 
AROUND HERE. 


I'M FEVOSEI 
ZUBAREV. 


WILL YOU AT LAST 
TELL ME WHO YOU 
ARE? 


NO, | AM NOT 
AFRAID. 


'M FROM BIALYSTOK. | 
ARRIVED IN THE CITY A 
COUPLE OF MONTHS AGO. 


YES, LOTS OF FOLKS CARRY 
GUNS OVER THERE. IT'S LIKE, 
“YOU'RE EITHER WITH US OR 
AGAINST US." 


| HEARV WORKERS CARRY GUNS 
IN BIALYSTOK. 15 THAT WHY 

THAT ASSHOLE CALLEP YOu A 

BEZMOTIVNYIZ 


| HAP TO LEAVE TOWN FOR A WHILE, 
POLICE ARE LOOKING FOR ME THERE. 
50ME OF US WORKERS ARE FEV UP WITH 
THE BUN? * AND ALL THOSE PARTIES THAT 
DO NOTHING AT ALL. WE DON'T BELIEVE 
IN THEM. IF THE CZAR CLAMPS DOWN, 
WE STRIKE BACK IN KIND. THAT IS OUR 
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WE ARE ANARCHISTS, 
CHERNOFE ZNAMIA.* 


a 
ANV WHAT ARE YOU, 
SHIMELE? 


IN BIALYSTOK, COMRADES 
LIKE GERLINKER, STRIGA, 
AND | CERTAINLY KNOW 
WHO WE ARE. 


PYou'vE GOT COMPANY, SHIMELE. 
SEE YOU TOMORROW AT 
THE FACTORY, 


—i 


r 
WHO WAS THAT? I'VE NOTHING, IT MEANS 
HE'S A BEZMOTIVNY|, ¢ 
NEVER SEEN HIM IN THE FROM BI ee te | NOTHING AT ALL, 
SOVIETS BEFORE, , ——_ Te TZ 4y-7 | 


ANV HE TOOK NOTICE OF 
You? YOU KNOW WHAT 


ANV AGAIN, THAT FEELING. A FEELING THAT 
TIME, LIFE, EVERYTHING WAS SPEEVING UP. 


* CHERNOE ZNAMIA: “BLACK BANNER,” ANARCHIST VIRECT ACTION MOVEMENT ACTIVE IN 
RUSSIA BETWEEN 1903 ANP 1909, ESPECIALLY IN BIALYSTOK. 
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YOU KNOW, SOMETIMES | WISH | 
COULV BE RICH, TO THINK ABOUT 
NOTHING, JUST AS THEY DO, 


THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE. 
WE'RE NOT RICH. 


|S eae 1 eee. 
| MEAN, 10 BE ABLE To 


THINK ABOUT OTHER | 
ipo THAN SURVIVING. 


HD YOU KNOW WHAT, 
Ba LYUPMYLAZ... 


| BARELY KNOW ANYTHING OF MY 
SIBLINGS. MY MOTHER POES NOT SAY A 
WORD, AND MY FATHER ONLY CIT2S THE 
HOLY BOOK. HE THINKS THAT EVERYTHING | 
VO GOES AGAINST THE BOOK. 


| SAW SOME RICH KIVS MY AGE A 
LONG TIME AGO. THEY PLAY AROUND | 
AND HAVE A FACE LIké THIS... 


BETTER TIMES WILL 
COME, SHIMELE. 


| WOULD LIKE TO HAVE 
A V0G, TO GO FISHING 
IN THE VNIEPER.* 


YOU'RE SUCH A } 
| FOOL, SHIMELE. 


QUICK, THEY MIGHT BE 
CHERNOSOTENTSY.** THEY'RE 
ALL OVER TOWN. 


7 


STS a i 


= 


PROBABLY. BUT THE 
STRIKE 1S THE ONLY WAY 
OUT FOR US NOW. 


*DNIEPER: RIVER THAT RUNS ALONG THE CITY OF EKATERINOSLAV. 
** CHERNOSOTENTS™ “BLACK HUNDREDS,” ULTRA-ORTHOVOX CZARIST ANTI-SEMITIC 
PARAMILITARY FORCE THAT LOOTED ANP KILLED WITH IMPUNITY. 71 


50, ON JANUARY 22 WE WENT TO THE SQUARE IN 
SUPPORT OF OUR ST. PETERSBURG COMRAVES, WE 
WERE ONLY DEMANDING BETTER WORKING CONPI- 
TIONS, STANVING BY GAPON, WHETHER WE AGREED 
WITH HIM OR NOT. WE COULV NEVER HAVE FORE- 
SEEN THE CZAR'S RESPONSE, ANV EVERY DAY WE 
FEARED LESS, FOR THERE WAS LITTLE ELSE TO LOSE, 


THEY'LL CHARGE AGAINST 
US, FEVOSEI. | CAN PEEL IT. 


12 


BECAUSE, LACKING BORSCHT,* WE WERE 
FEEDING OFF FEAR. ANV THEN GAPON MARCHED 
ON WITH THE WORKERS TOWARD 5T. PETERS- 
BURG'S WINTER PALACE ANP SUBMITTEP THE 
PETITION. THE GOVERNMENT DIV WHAT SOME 
OF US HAP SUSPECTED IT WOULD, 


(SST 


THE CZAR PLAYED HIS PART TOO. WE WERE NOT 
THERE, BUT IT WASN'T HARP TO IMAGINE THE 
HORSES, THE SABERS, AND ALL THAT BLOOV 
SPILLED. THE DIRECTIVES WEREN'T ANY DIFFERENT 
FOR THE REST OF RUSSIA, 


x : _ 
IS A VERY STRANGE FEELING | HAP EXPERIENCEV | HAP LIVEV THROUGH IT COUNTLESS TIMES IN THE 
ae ee VILLAGE, AS A YOUNGER KID, THAT | HAD NO TROUBLE 


| HORSEMEN'S REPULSIVE SMELL. 
S e Tm, —i il 


4) aS j | 

~ Sy i ‘~ 

‘ St i 
a> : 


>. 
Y THEY WON'T GET AWAY WITH 
IT. NOT WITHOUT GETTING 
SOMETHING IN RETURN. 
[= - = 


BECAUSE FEVOSEI 
WAS RAVENOUS. 
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WW, f 


HE PEVOUREV THROUGH \ (3 HE WAS THE ONE WHO 
HATRED. i  \ TAUGHT ME TO THWART 


THAT YOU COULV HALT THE 
COSSACK WITH ee. 


LET'S GET OUTTA HERE, 
SHIMELE. IT'S GETTING 


74 


OVER THERE, LET'S SLIP THROUGH 
THOSE NARROW STREETS! 


NO WAY! YOU ARE 
COMING WITH ME, 
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b, 


HANG IN THER 
SHIMELE. WE'RE 
ALMOST THERE 


tis 
}a 
7A“ 
aN 
— 
S 
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S 
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WAS BLOOD | WAS FLOATING IN. 


Ce Lio eee 
“sess } 
rst cnt eal! | 


FEVOSEI. | 


WAS SWIMMING IN THE DNIEPER, 
LYUPMYLA, 


WHETHER IT? BE FEVOSE| WHO'D 


—oy (EET, 


=) 


a ; r : 
aes, « 
+— 


tS 


| COULV BARELY HEAR YOU, 
GIVE YOU THE NEWS OF MY PEATH. 
BUT FEVOSEI WAS LOOKING AFTER 
ME. SUST AS HE'D SAID HE WOULD, 


I THOUGHT ABOUT You, 


OR NAL 
ay —— ___,—® 


P a 


~“ 
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THANK YOU, BROTHER. | WOULPN'THAVE 7 wow pve got you pon” 
LIKE? TO DIE CRUSHED UNDER THE Hooves \f |W n V ee 
OF THOSE DIRTY COSSACKS NG at 
INTO THE HANDS OF THOSE 


THEY WOULD NEVER BE ABLE TO CATCH ME, 
SHIMELE. WHAT DISTINGUISHES US FROM 
BEASTS 1S OUR ABILITY TO TAKE OUR OWN 

LIVES, EVEN THOUGH SOMETIMES WE MIGHT 

NOT DIFFER MUCH BY THE WAY WE LIVE. 


('M GOING TO GET A DOCTOR BEFORE HE DIES ON US. 
| KNOW SOMEONE WE CAN TRUST. HE WON'T GIVE US 
AWAY TO THE POLICE, 


wr 


I'VE THOUGHT IT OVER TIME AN? AGAIN, SHIMELE. | NOW GFT SOME 
WON'T LET THEM ABUSE ME IN A FILTHY JAIL. 'M AN REST. YOULL COME 
ANARCHIST. THE RIGHT 10 DIE IS MINE AN MINE ONLY. OUT FINE, YOU'LL SEF. 


1 VT You WERE SELFLESS, FEVOSEI. | CANT REMEMBER 
MUCH MORE OF THAT DAY, | LOST CONSCIOUSNESS 
AND CAME TO IN THE MOST BEAUTIFUL OF WAYS, 


a 


ONE STEP AT A TIME, SHIMELE, YOU'RE WHEN | 
STILL WEAK. IT'S A MIRACLE YOU'RE BREATHE, 
ALIVE, A FEW INCHES HIGHER AN? 
You'? HAP BLED OUT. 


= 


ANP THE STRIKE? 7 YOU'VE BEEN UNCONSCIOUS FOR SEVERAL DAYS. IT'S 
ANV GAPON? BEEN A MESS. THERE ARE ONGOING STRIKES ALL OVER 
THE EMPIRE. GAPON SAVEV HIS SKIN BY CHANCE, HE'S 
ON THE LOOSE, BUT WE LEARNEV HE WAS AN UNDER- 
COVER OKHRANA AGENT. YOU WERE RIGHT, SHIMELE. 


THE SABER PUNCTUREP A LUNG, 
BUT THE DOCTOR SAYS YOu'LL 
RECOVER IF YOU GET SOME 

REST, 


('M RIGHT HERE, LOOKING 
FIER YOU, | WON'T LEAVE 
UNTIL YOU GET BETTER. 
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HE'S A FUGITIVE, THE OKHRANA IS 
APTER HIM, ALONG WITH THE POLICE AND 
THE ARMY. THEY ACCUSE HIM OF KILLING 
SOMEONE AT THE DEMONSTRATION. 


GETTING HURT WAS 
WORTH THE TROUBLE, } 


| WAS THERE. 
THEY'LL COME 
AFTER ME TOO. 


TOLD ME ABOUT 
FEVOSEI. 


YOU KNOW, LYUPMYLAZ 
| WANT TO BE LIKE THIS 
FOREVER, 


ee / THEY WOULI’'VE DONE IT BY 
=" NOW. | THINK NOBOVY IS 
ASSOCIATING YOU WITH FEVOSEI. 


| FEAREV FOR YOU, YOU 
FOOL. YOU ALMOST GOT 
YOURSELF KILLED. 
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WE WERE SO YOUNG BACK THEN. WE 
SHOULD'VE HAV MORE OPPORTUNITIES; WE 
SHOULD'VE LIVED SOMEWHERE BETTER. 


y |'M NO LONGER LIVING 
AT MY FATHER’S PLACE, 
SHIMELE, 


ee 


| REMEMBER YOUR HANS, YOUR HANS OVER MINE, 
LYUDMYLA. EVERYTHING WAS AFLAME AROUND US: IN 
ODESSA, THE SAILORS ABOARD BATTLESHIP POTEMKIN 
MOTINIEV, AND IN BIALYSTOK AND KIEV, THERE WERE 
STRIKES ANP SHOOT-0UTS ALL OVER. BUT THE WARMTH 
OF YOUR HANDS IS ALL | CAN REMEMBER. 


AFTER THE SQUARE, | HAV A QUARREL WITH MY FATHER, HE 
GOT 50 ENRAGED ANP HAS KICKED ME OUT. HE SAYS I'VE 
RUINED MY LIFE AND THE PLANS HE HAV ENVISIONED FOR ME. 
HE BLAMES ME BECAUSE | WON'T FIND A RESPECTABLE, WELL- 
TO-YO HUSBAND. NO ONE WILL EVER WANT TO MARRY ME, 
ALWAYS AMID DANGEROUS DEALINGS “NOT VERY WELL SUITEV 
FOR A WOMAN.” HE'S ALWAYS SOUGHT THE BEST FOR ME, 
EVER SINCE MY MOTHER DIED. HE'S PAID FOR MY STUDIES, BUT 
NOW HE DOESN'T WANT TO HEAR FROM ME. 
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RIGHT NOW I'M AT ALEXANDRA'S, A FRIEND OF MINE. 


I'LETELL HIM I'M fF SHUT UP, YOU SILLY HER HUSBAND WAS PEPORTED 10 SIBERIA FOR 
FOND OF YOU, THING. THIS IS FOR REAL. | DISSIPENCE. WHEN | ASKEV HER FOR A BED, SHE WAS 


WON'T GO HOME AGAIN. J 


Z 


GLAV TO HAVE SOMEONE CLOSE BY. 


THERE'S NO TURNING BACK, SHIMELE. YOU KNOW SOME- 
BODY SPOKE ABOUT VERA ZASULICH* IN THE INSTITUTE. | 
DIDN'T STOP TILL | LEARNED MORE ABOUT HER, | ALWAYS 
WANTED TO BE LIKE THAT, A WOMAN OF ACTION, BUT 
SOMEHOW | CAN'T 7O IT. | CANNOT KILL LIKE SHE DOES, 


= = MY FATHER LEARNS ABOUT IT, HE'LL KICK 
Mé OUT AS WELL. HE DOES NOT THINK LIKE Jaa 
: WE DO, = 


' YOUR FATHER ALREADY KNOWS WHAT'S 
HAPPENED. | HAV TO TELL HIM EVERYTHING 
THE DAY THEY HURT YOU, HE'LL COME 
OVER TO SEE YOU THIS AFTERNOON. 


| MUST GO NOW, I'LL 
COME BACK TOMORROW. 


* VERA ZASULICH: PROTOANARCHIST WHO SHOT ST. PETERSBURG'S GOVERNOR, 
FYODOR TREPOY, IN 1878, 
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('M SORRY, SZYMON. I'M AFRAID YOU WON'T BE ABLE ‘OEE 
TO COME BACK HOME ONCE YOU ARE FULLY RECOVERED. \_ 
| CANNOT ALLOW THEM TO COME ANP KILL US ALL. YOU 
HAVE CHOSEN YOUR LIFE, AND | CANNOT LONGER 7O 
ANYTHING FOR YOU, 


7 \5 THIS BECAUSE 
THEY'VE FIRED ME 
FROM THE FACTORY? 


NO, WITH A LITTLE LUCK, YOU'LL 
PROBABLY FIND A JOB AT ANOTHER 

FACTORY, THE ISSUE HERE IS MESSING 

B WITH THE POLICE, WITH THE NOBLEMEN. 


ae aure Youerecl FY nusczinuie 0 samuel, rane. serv ue) 
US2 SOME OF US HAVE HAP IT uP NOTHING TO PO WITH KEEP PROTECTING LITTLE FATHER 
5: HIS. HE DOES NOT EVEN CZAR. ONE DAY HE'LL STOP 


TO HERE WITH THESE BEATINGS 
OU. 


THERE'S SOMETHING WE 
AGREE ON, THOUGH, | DON'T J 
WANT ANYTHING TO HAPPEN J 


YOU'VE STOPPED 
ABIDING BY THE 
SCRIPTURES, SZYMON. 


= = <= aO 

YOu CAN'T STOP 
BELIEVING IN 

THEM. 
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'VE BEEN THINKING OF 
LEAVING RUSSIA, SZYMON. 
| BELIEVE WE SHOULP GO 
AWAY. 


yp YES, SHE OES, EVEN YOUR 
SIBLINGS LEV AN? SARA AGREE, 
IT'S JUST A MATTER OF WHEN. | 
ALMOST HAVE THE MONEY. I'VE 
WRITTEN TO SASHA IN AMERICA. 
HE SAYS HE'LL HELP US OUT 
WHEN WE ARRIVE, 


| WON'T GO, 
FATHER. 


CAN. 


| SEZ. YOUR PLACE |S WITH THAT 
FRIEND OF YOURS, SHE'S CON- 
VINCEP YOU TO BE HOW YOu 


GOV YORS 


q 
GOOVBYE, SON. FROM THIS DAY 
NOT EXIST, 


ON, YOU'LL HAVE TO LOOK OUT 
FOR YOURSELF. 


HOW TO EXPLAIN TO YOU, FATHER, THAT 1 YOU COMPLY WITH THE BOOK AND FEAR IT. | ACKNOWLEDGE 
| HAV TWO PATHS AHEAV AND THAT | THIS WAS YOUR SOLE RELIEF ANV CONSOLATION IN THIS 


CHOSE DIFFERENTLY2 WICKED LIFE, ALWAYS WITH YOUR CART BEARING ALL SORTS 
— OF BURDEN. 


BUT | DIV NOT WANT THAT FOR ME. | 

DIV NOT WISH TO FEAR OR FIND RELIEF 
ma) ON SOME HOLY BOOK, SOME CZAR, OR 
"} SOME WISE MAN INSIVE A TEMPLE. 
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! | RECOVERED FROM THE WOUND A FEW DAYS LATER, BUT MY LUNG WOULD NEVER BE THE SAME 
AGAIN. | WOULY ALWAYS CARRY THE COSSACK'S MARK IN MY BREATH. 


CAN YOU LIVE INSIVE A PRISON THAT IS WITHIN 

| ANOTHER PRISON THAT 5, SIMULTANEOUSLY, WITHIN 
ANOTHER PRISON? HOW MANY TIMES OVER ARE YOU 
INCARCERATEP2 

PTT | 
1) SUNN 

: availa 


| WAS FULLY INVOLVEV IN CAMPAIGNING 
FOR THE STRIKE AT THE TIME, AND IT WAS 
EASY TO GET CAUGHT. 
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FREEZE, DON'T 
MOVE 


7 COME ON NOW, OUT. 

GET OUTTA HERE. HE'S 
THE ONE WE'RE 
LOOKING FOR, 


THEY WERE “SLEEPERS; " SECRET POLICE AGENTS INFILT RATED AS 5 WORKERS. WE KNEW THEY WERE 
WREAKING Eyoe SAUL THE PRO-STRIKE MOVEMENT | Ss IN KIEV. 
= 


IMPRISONED IN A CAGE WITHIN 
ANOTHER CAGE. THE SMALLER 
ONE, YOUR BRAIN, PLAYS 

bel TRICKS ON YOU, 


= ff 
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ARE YOU SURE YOU 
DON'T KNOW FEVOSEI 
ZUBAREV? 


SUCH A SCUMBAG, THAT 
ZUBAREV. | WANT TO KNOW IF 
HE WORKS ALONE OR IF YOU 

WERE LENVING A HAND. 


NT BE 
SY, KID. 
" i 
| , 
ae [ 
s \ - 
i } 


. Z i | 
uw 
——————— 
vo v 
NOSY, KI7. aaa 
an VN 
~¥ 


YOU'LL GET TO KNOW 
WHAT'S BEHIN? THAT 
DOOR IN DUE TIME. 
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BESIEGED, HE CHOSE NOT TO 
AT LEAST HE WAS SURRENDER, JUST LIKE MANY 
© BRAVE. HE KNEW WHAT OTHERS OF YOUR ILK. 
WAS COMING. 


THAT'S WHAT 
DISTINGUISHES US 
FROM BEASTS, 


THE ONLY ONE WHO 
CHOOSES WHO LIVES 
AND WHO DIES IN GOV’'S 
REALM ANP HERE IN 


KILLEV HIMSELF BEFORE WE 
COULV DO ANYTHING. 


HIM AWHILE, IF HE WAS 
INDEEV YOUR FRIEND. 
YOU CAN CONFESS YOUR 
SECRETS TO ME LATER. 


SS 


a : ET =~ 3 = 
GOOPBYE, MY FRIEND. THANK or PONT KNOW HOW LONG | WAS IN THE PRISON, 
YOU FOR TEACHING ME, I'LL Wj / SIR MONTHS. QUITE A FEW, ACTUALLY. THEY REALLY GAVE IT 
ALWAYS REMEMBER YOUR WAY WL pe TO ME DURING MY FIRST DAYS THERE, BUT THEN THEY 
BF hOOKINGEETUINES ey f 9) GOT TIRED, MAYBE THEY REALIZE? | KNEW NOTHING 


or 


LX | GOT TO KNOW THEM WELL. 
7 = * | FOR THOSE LUCKY ONES, THEY 
a Ti SS] WERE THE PRELUDE TO 


THEY'? SEND ME 
} TO KATORGA, TO 
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BECAUSE WHEN THEY MAKE YOU WAIT IN THAT CAGE, - - YOU, THE JEWISH KIP. 
IT MEANS YOU'RE ON YOUR WAY TO KATORGA. THEY | oe YOU'RE OUT. 


YOU'VE BEEN LUCKY. YOU'RE NOT YET SIXTEEN. THAT'S 
THE MINIMUM AGE FOR PEPORTATION TO SIBERIA. YOUR S1X MONTHS HAP PASSED. ANI | FELT | HA? 
FATHER HAS PONE NOTHING BUT BOTHER US, PLEAVING GROWN UP IN THAT FIRST PRISON. 
FOR YOU SINCE YOU GOT HERE. YOU SHOULD LISTEN TO 
HIM. HE'S SAVED YOUR ASS, ae Soe 


Oe 


BG RGaee al 
I i) al 
3) | 


1% | i HY ae 


A MOMENT TO LEAVE, TO JUMP J WHOSE BARS ARE $0 DISTANT THAT YOU CANNOT SEE THEM, ANP YOU 
FROM ONE CAGE 4O ANOTHER. | BELIEVE YOU ARE FREE, | WAS NOW RETURNING TO THAT CAGE WHERE 
% <— my §=YOU AN? MY FATHER a DWELLEP. 


4 


sine = Seas ee 
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ANU IN THAT CAGE WE WERE JUST ANOTHER 
PART OF THAT GIANT MACHINE DESIGNEV TO 
a BRING THE EMPIRE DOWN. THE WHOLE OF 
RUSSIA WAS SHAKEN BY UNREST, AND THAT 
EXERTED A CHANGE UPON US. 
ra 


WE WERE THE PRESENT, POWNRIGHT TO THE CORE. IT 
AMUSED ME TO SEE ALL THOSE SMALL POLITICAL PARTIES 
SHYLY ATTEMPTING TO GET SOME PERKS FOR US, FOR US THE 
5CUM, THE INELUCTABLE WASTE OF THE EMPIRE. EVERYTHING 


PRESENT, OUR PRESENT, WAS 
THE ONLY THING THAT MATTERED. ANU & 
MY PRESENT WAS YOU AND FEVOSEI'S pes 
SUICIDE. 

We 
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YES. FOR FIFTEEN MINUTES, NOBOVY WILL SEE A 
THING. THAT'S THE TIME YOU HAVE TO REACH THE 
WOODS BEHIND THE CEMETERY. WE'LL SEZ WHAT 


TIS TIME, \ 
SIMON. 


YOU SURE, 
FILOMENO? 


i "i 
|| YOU SELDOM KNOW WHAT THE INMATE NEXT YOU [6 | 
UP TO INSIVE. IT'S SAFER THAT WAY. 


SS 


® 4X 
‘ 
ee | 
] 
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GOOP LUCK, 155. 
REMEMBER US WHEN 
YOU'RE FAR AWAY. 


C'MON, SIMON. IT'S 
NOW OR NEVER. 


‘TIL FOREVER, 
FILOMENO, 


THERE'S ONLY 3 ONLY ONE CHANCE 10 cuccee: Es . 
©) TO TAKE AVVANTAGE OF THE CHANGING OF j Sls 


te GUARV. my 
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AND THE SURPRISE, BECAUSE THEY'RE NOT 
EXPECTING IT. 


| CAN'T BELIEVE IT. I'M 
OUT OF THAT CAGE. 


== ——.. 


USHUAIA, CLEAN AIR, UNLIKE THE ROTTEN 
REEK OF FLUIVS IN THE PENITENTIARY. 
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ANU THIS ENORMOUS CAGE | AM 
NOW IN LEAVS INEVITABLY TO YET 
ANOTHER. RESISTANCE 1S THE ONLY 
OPTION. 


O, qT ia 
THE CROSSES, |) SOMETHING THIS NICE IN A VERY 


BUT | WON'T REMAIN HERE, AMONG Lt Ni sir He bed ar pee 
_— | 


A}, 


THE WOODS, THE FERNS, THE 
HUMIVITY OF THE PLANTS. 


| —~ 
HOW QUICKLY TIME FLIES, AN? HOW 
PLEASANT IT CAN BE AS WELL! IT TAKES HOLD 
OF YOUR BONES, SHIFTING YOUR PERCEPTION 
of ITI 
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ONE MORE STEP ANP | 
BLOW YOUR BRAINS OUT. 


YES, I'M SIMON 
RAVOWITZKY, 
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I'M SORRY, BUT WITH 
THAT SCREW'S UNIFORM 
| THOUGHT SOMETHING 
HAV GONE WRONG, 


wea 


THERE'S NO TIME TO 
LOSE, LET'S GO, 


> 


——— = = eS = = = j ¥ € — — [Ee te 
 couLy, ms | CS . THOUGH THEY ARE NOT, 
von: ; ¥ c 


BECAUSE ON 
ABOUT THE ESCAPE, THEY'LL BE 
ALL OVER THE PLACE, HUNTING ME 
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= a I'VE BEEN TRAPPED 
| ' BETWEEN FOUR WALLS 
FOR 50 MANY YEARS 
NOW..I'M SORRY. 


— 


APOLINARIO, | NEED TO REST 
ALITTLE BIT, 


. 
Ty 


NOTHING WHATSOEVER SHOULD HAPPEN TO 
YOU, SIMON. YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW IS OF 

UTMOST IMPORTANCE, POLITICIANS FEAR US, 
WE HAVE SHUT DOWN THE FACTORIES DEMAN- 
DING YOUR RELEASE, AND THAT HURTS THEM. 


THERE IN BUENOS AIRES, YOU 
ARE A MYTH. VIV YOU KNOW 
THAT? 


—— 


QUICK, BEFORE THE 
TIPE GOES OUT. 
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> oe —— : 5 — a ES == — 
I KNEW 50 LITTLE ABOUT \ } mad MANY FRIENDS EMIGRATED AFTER THE ODESSA 
THIS COUNTRY BACK IN B > a POGROM. MY FATHER CHOSE TO LEAVE FOR AMERICA 
EKATERINOSLAV, LYUPMYLA. : ALONG WITH THE REST OF THE FAMILY. BUT A LETTER 
CT Vf tel FROM MOSHE IN ARGENTINA ARRIVED. 
i _ gre a a 


ANV 50 | DECIVE 


BROTHER. | FELT RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS ILLNESS 
SOMEHOW. 


f ae) Ta 
ter h--4 


YOU KNOW YOU ALSO 
| CONVINCED ME TO LEAVE RUSSIA 


| eee | BEHIND, LYUPMYLA. 
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VILL TY Tf SUST WHAT YOU HEARD. THEY'VE TAKEN 
aly, ‘@ - LAZAR. HE KNOWS TOO MUCH, ANP IT 
WON'T BE LONG BEFORE HE SQUEALS. | 
MUST LEAVE TOWN. 


BUT... | PON'T WANT 
_ YOU TO GO, 


| HAVE NO OTHER WV, DON'T WANT1O ENP UP IN AND WHERE PO YOU THINK | COULV RUN 10? THE 


CHOICE. VO YOU THINK | SIBERIA. ANU [THINK YOU —- OKHRANA IS AFTER US. | WASN'T IMPORTANT BEFORE, 
LIKE THIS? SHOULP POTHE SAME. — THEY LET ME BE TO CAPTURE OUR MORE EXPERIENCED 
COMRADES, BUT NOW THEY'RE ON MY TRAIL. I'M 
IMPORTANT TO THEM NOW. 


OF COURSE WE WILLI THE CZAR ANP HIS 
GOVERNMENT WON'T BE ABLE TO HOLP 
ON MUCH LONGER. YOU'LL SEE. THE 
EMPIRE IS BANKRUPT AN? GROWING LESS 
POPULAR BACH PAY. 


) = > 


" BUT WE'LL 


COME WITH ME, SHIMELE. THINK 
RETURN. 


ABOUT IT A LITTLE. YOU KNOW YOU 
SHOULD LEAVE THE COUNTRY TOO. 
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TOGETHER. WE WON'T 
BE APART AGAIN. 


Se ee ae I ool SAY cage. BUTLNUST 86 MY” 
AL ARCENTINA 16 LIke He FATHER FIRST, SAY 


RUSSIA. GOOVBYE TO HIM. J 


YO 
HE SAYS | STILL HAVE TIME TO | MUST @ ped MY LEAVE RUSSIA. MY FATHER HAS BEEN 
LIVE A NORMAL LIFE. I'M HIS ONLY FATHER 100. ITLL BE SAVING MONEY FOR SOMETIME SO WE 
DIFFICULT 10 EXPLAIN Nee NE 
CHILV, AND HE'S SHATTERED BY MY h COULD GOTO AMERICA. 
ACTIONS. DX : gy lo? 


WE COULV LEAVE WITHIN 
FIVE DAYS, 
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| WANT TO GO TO THE RIVER 
WITH YOU. SPEND SOME TIME 
BY THE DNIEPER, AWAY FROM pany 
IT ALL, AWAY FROM 
EVERYONE. 


1/7 YOU FOOL...OF COURSE | 
WANT TO GO, TOMORROW 
MORNING, IF YOU WISH 50. [J 


JUST YOU AND |. ITLL 
BE OUR FAREWELL FROM 
EKATERINOSLAV. WHAT 
DO you SAY? 


¥/ py pe _ io 

| VO NOT UNPERSTAND YOU, SON. 
WHY CAN'T YOU JUST GO INTO HIDING 
FOR A WHILE AND COME WITH US TO 
AMERICA? |'VE ALMOST GATHEREV ALL 

: THE MONEY. 


BECAUSE IT'S ALREAVY BEEN 
DECIVED, FATHER. BECAUSE 
GRIGORI ANP COUSINS 
SAUL ANP MOSHE LIVE IN 
ARGENTINA. 


| WANT TO BE 
| WITH GRIGORI. 


IT'S BECAUSE YOU'RE LEAVING 
WITH HER, RIGHT? VON'T DRAG 
GRIGORI INTO THIS. 


YES, FATHER, SHE'LL 
AL50 COME ALONG 
WITH ME. 


AND, BELIEVE IT OR NOT, | 
ALSO WANT TO BE CLOSE TO 
GRIGORI. 
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YOU HAVE GONE ASTRAY, SZYMON. 
WHAT HAVE | PONE WRONG, WHAT LOOK AT IT THIS WAY, FATHER, | DON'T SPEAK LIKE THAT, THERE'S 


PRECEPT HAVE | MISSEP, FOR YOU INTERPRET THAT BOOK YOU READ NO NEED TO, YOU BEHAVE LESS 


10 PO THIG 10 US2 WHAT HAVE | EVERY ees LIFE IN fl AN? LESS LIKE A JEW EACH DAY. 
GOTTEN WRONG? 
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V WE'LL NEVER SEE DESPITE ALL THE OUTLANDISH THINGS 
YOU SAY, YOU'RE STILL MY SON. | WAS 
ALS0 COUNTING ON YOU IN MY PLANS, 
BUT IF YOU DON'T WISH TO COME WITH 
US, | BELIEVE | CAN STILL HELP You, 


| GUESS THIS WILL HELP 
YOU REACH 
ARGENTINA. 


NEED YOUR 
MONEY, 
FATHER, | 


50N, PLEASE. VON'T BE SO PROUD, F I'LL RETURN EVERY 

TAKE IT AS A LOAN, A GIFT, OR AS LAST KOPECK. THANK 

SOMETHING THAT WILL MAKE ME 
FEEL GOOD. 
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WE FIGUREV YOU 
WOULV CHANGE 
CLOTHES. 


| CAN'T BELIEVE IT. | WAS CONVINCE? 
THAT | BELONGEV TO THAT RACE THAT 
ALWAYS WEARS STRIPES. 


APOLINARIO. YOU ARE VERY 
EFFICIENT. 


a 
y 


SALVAVORA? HOW IS SHE? SHE 
SENT A PACKAGE WITH WOOLEN 
50CKS BUT NOT MUCH ELSE. 

TELL ME ABOUT HER. 


WE'VE BEEN ORGANIZING THIS FOR 
QUITE A WHILE, THE INFORMATION 
YOU PROVIDEV US WITH WAS 
GOOD, BUT THEN THE CHILEAN 
COMRAPES OFFERED THE CONTACTS 
HERE, SALVAVORA SHELLED OUT THE 
MONEY, 50 THERE WAS NO NEED 
FOR HOLD-UPS OR PONATIONS 
BY WORKERS. | VON'T KNOW ANY 
MORE THAN MY PART IN THIS... 


forre 


YOU KNOW SALVAVORA. SHE'S BEEN 
CAMPAIGNING FOR SO LONG, SHE'S 


ese | , 


; > 
o> me 


\eef THAT BOURGEOIS WOMAN IS 


SHE MUST'VE WRITTEN LETTERS STRANGE. SHE SAYS SHE'S AN 


OBSESSEV WITH YOU, BECAUSE OF HER, FOR ME THAT NEVER ARRIVED, ANARCHIST, BUT SHE'S PROWNING 
YOU ARE THE “ANGEL OF USHUAIA.” SHE | GUESS SHE MUST BE THE ONE IN HER HUSBAND'S MONEY. 
CAN'T STOP WRITING AND PENOUNCING WHO'S BEEN SENPING BOOKS TO ANYWAYS, IT'S GOOP TO HAVE HER 


WHAT THE GOVERNMENT IS POING TO OUR 
IMPRISONEV COMRAVES. WHEN SALVAVORA 
SETS HER MIN INTO SOMETHING... 


ON OUR SIDE. SHE'S VERY 
INFLUENTIAL, 


THE PENITENTIARY LIBRARY. 


=“b=ne 
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70 YOU KNOW WHAT 
YOU'RE TELLING ME? 7 1 ponot 
[0 YOU HAVE ANY IEA UNDERSTAND... 


I'M SORRY, SIR, BUT MY MEN 
CAN'T FIND HIM ANYWHERE. 
PRISONER 155 HAS ESCAPED. 


HOW FAST THIS NEWS 
TRAVELS? 


'M TELLING YOU THE WHOLE W FIRST OFF, THE MILITARY. FOR ” 
WORLY WILL BE BREATHING THEM, THIS RUSSIAN SHOULD'VE 
VOWN OUR NECKS NOW, BEEN DEAD YEARS AGO. AND THEN, 
ASSHOLEI THE GOVERNMENT, BECAUSE THEY 
DON'T WANT TO HAVE THE MILI- 
TARY AGAINST THEM AT THIS VERY 
MOMENT, ANV WHO'S STUCK IN THE 
MIPDLE OF ALL THIS? WE AREI 


STOP FUCKING AROUND WITH 
“PRISONER 155"! SIMON 
RAVOWITZKY HAS ESCAPED! Vo 
YOU KNOW WHAT THAT MEANS@_& 


femmes’ YOU BETTER, ROCHA. YOU 
~ Pl BETTER. DON'T FORGET THIS 

lSRAELITE VERMIN KILLED 

AN ARGENTINE. 


VON'T WORRY, CHIEF. WE'LL 
CATCH HIM VERY SOON. HE 
CAN'T BE FAR AWAY. 
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LET'S GO TO CELLBLOCK 5. YOU A HEADLINE THIS Biol 


KNOW WHAT? THE NEWS HAS "RAVOWITZKY HAS ESCAPED 
ALREAVY REACHED BUENOS FROM USHUAIA'S PRISON" 
AIRES. THEY JUST PUBLISHED IT 
IN THE AFTERNOON PAPER. 


a ity gl rveill at| 
— eal 


, . PPvONT EVER 
RETURN TO BUENOS AIRES F KZ Y cone BACK, 
AND TELL EVERYONE HOW wee es LIVE ach PRISONER 155! 

THEY'RE TREATING USI RAP owt” Taal 


aN HAPPENS, ROCHA? 


wha 


} vf, ‘ z 


VON'T WORRY, CHIEF. WE'VE ALREADY 
WARNED THE CHILEAN AUTHORITIES, IT 
WON'T BE LONG BEFORE WE KNOW 
WHERE HE'S GONE. 


GOOP. KEEP THIS IN LINE. | PON'T WANT 
A RIOT. THEY HAVE A CUTTER READY IN 
> Bl = TOWN. HAVE THEM GO UP THE CANAL AN? 
—— SEE IF THEY CATCH SOMETHING. 
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CHIEF, THE RUSSIAN IS LIKE A 
HIGHER BEING TO THEM. THEY 
IVOLIZE HIM LIKE A RELIGIOUS 
FIGURE. 


REMEMBER, ROCHA. HIS 
“BIRTHDAY” IS GETTING 
CLOSER... 


THAT IS PRECISELY WHY 
HE'S DANGEROUS. HE SHOULV 
NEITHER ESCAPE NOR VIE. 


CINE TRDULPVE BEEN 0 ny 
O TO | NON ty 
ot bed EY i AND WATER, 10 REMEMBER, 
E FRIPGE AGAIN anaes ee . IT'S BEEN 50 LONG, 
, 1 ' LYUDMYLA, THAT | ONLY 


TO REMEMBER WHAT | 
DIV IN NOVEMBER. 


ALL RIGHT, SIMON. HERE'S THE PLAN: 
WE'LL LEAVE YOU IN A LOST COVE, UP 
IN THE CANAL. THERE'S AN ABANVONE? 

SHELTER THERE, A FORMER REFUGE FOR 
ENGLISH SEAL HUNTERS. 


ee 


INA MONTH OR $0, WHEN 
HINGS CALM VOWN, WHEN ALL 
HE COMMOTION FAVES, WE'LL 

COME BACK FOR YOU. 


WE HAVE ENOUGH 
SUPPLIES FOR YOU TO STAY 
IN HIPING UP TO THREE 
MONTHS. 
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REMEMBER WHAT | WANT. fi 


° ag — oS : 
SIG) NOVEMBER 44...7 


Re H] COMIN. 


a ie 


COMPANIEV BY THOSE THREE HUNDREV OTS OF 


(gr > P 


| CAN'T, 


( LISTENING TO ME, | BARRERA. | CAN'T. 


S5IMONZ 


ae 
4h \ 


I'VE BEEN "CELEBRATING MY BIRTHDAY IN a Ys WANT, Just FOR THIS TIME ONLY, 10 
NOVEMBER" FOR NINE YEARS, NINE YEARS CHOOSE MY OWN MEMORY, ANU | CHOOSE 


ISOLATION BY FORCE OF BATONS 
if IT'S ONE OUTSIDE THE PENITENTIARY. 
REMEMBERING WHAT | VID. 
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BUT..THAT'S MAPNESSI THE CHILEAN PIGS 
IN PUNTA ARENAS ALREADY KNOW ABOUT 
YOUR ESCAPE. WE HAVE COMRADES THERE, 
BUT IT'S TOO DIFFICULT TO HIPE YOu. YOU 
WOULDN'T LAST TWO PAYS OUT THERE ON 
THE LOOSE, SIMON. 


YES, LYUVMYLA, ONCE MORE 
I'M CHOOSING TO JUMP FROM 
ONE CAGE TO ANOTHER. 


= 


ee - — os 
ip MARE oe 


TO (aa | ARGENTINA IS A GIANT CAGE, BUT I'M 
—— YET TO KNOW IF THERE'S A DOOR ON 

= —— 
NO OFFENSE, SIMON, BUT 
VO YOU KNOW HOW MANY 


MILVLY REDHEAVEP RUSSIANS | 
6 \HERE ARE IN PUNTA ARENAS? 


z ee 
ey 
> abs, > 


LL BE INCONSPICUOUS, 
APOLINARIO,. THERE ARE 
PLENTY OF PEOPLE. 


Pel TZ, > — WweHAve hy 
if af Oe = VISITORS, BARRERA} 


1 VERY FAR 
\ away? 4 
—= 


THEY ARE FASTER THAN US, 
\ WE'LL HAVE THEM UPON US 
\_ IN HALF AN HOUR TOPS, 


LET'S NOT WASTE ANY MORE TIME. 
TRY TO GET THE SHIP AS CLOSE TO 
THE COAST AS YOU CAN. 


iW =e 


PT 
yy) 


Lie "= 
‘) 


¥ 
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THAT'S PUNTA BRUNSWICK'S 
LIGHTHOUSE. FOLLOW THE 
PATH BEHIND IT, AND SOME 
FORTY-5IX MILES ONWARP 
YOu'LL REACH PUNTA ARENAS, 


se NOT ¥ ANZ WHAT PO YOU WANT ME 10 PO? IF THEY CATCH 
GOING 10. |) MB HERE ON THE SHIP, THEY'LL KILL YOU ALL. NO PLAN 


We CAN'T GET THE SHIP ANY Wf Fig, THANK YOU, COMRADES, ‘YOU'RE CRAZY, SIMON. THE 
CLOSER WITHOUT CRACKING | HOPE NOT TO HAVE CAUSEP WATER WILL KILL YOU. NO 
YOU MUCH TROUBLE. ONE ENDURES THE COLP OF 


THE HULL... 


THE CANAL! 


I'M RUSSIAN, 
APOLINARIO. RUSSIANS 
FEEL NO COLD. 


* UKRAINIAN NAME FOR THE RIVER VNIEPER, WHICH FLOWS ALONG THE CITY 
OF EKATERINOSLAY, 
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WHEN | WAS A KID, IN TH 
VILLAGE WHERE | LIVEV THERE 
WAS A RIVER, SMALLER THAN 

THE VNIEPER, OF COURSE... 


WE WERE 50 HUNGRY WE WOULD COLLECT ALL THE APPLES DURING THE 
APPLE SEASON AND KEEP THEM IN SACKS. WE W/OULV PLACE THE SACKS 
UNDERWATER WITH STONES IN THEM SO THAT, COME THE COLD, THEY 
WOULY REMAIN FROZEN. WHEN THERE WAS NOTHING LEFT TO BAT, WE 
WOULV GO TO THE RIVER AND PICK THE FROZEN APPLES. THEY WEREN'T 
GREAT, BUT IT WAS FOOD... 


VD 


SHIMELE, | HAVEN'T 
BEEN ABLE TO SPEAK 
TO MY FATHER YET. 


« @ 4 = 


AROUND. BESIPES, I'VE GOT THE FEELING HE'S 
AVOIVING ME. | THINK HE EXPECTS THE WORSE AND 
DOES NOT WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT, 

-a TT 


SHOULD BE BACK IN TWO PAYS. 
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YOU'LL GO ALONE. | WILL 
LEAVE IN TWO PAYS. I'LL BE 
RIGHT ON TIME FOR US TO 
BOARV THE SHIP AS WEVE 
PLANNED. 


ci 


et BUT WE ARE LEAVING 
TOMORROW, LYUPMYLAI 
\ IT'S ALL SET. 


| WANT TO SAY GOOPBYE TO 
. MY FATHER. IT’? KILL HIM IF | 


VON'T BE SILLY. OF 
COURSE | WILL. 
BUT NOT WITHOUT 
SEEING MY FATHER, (ay 
SHIMELE. | CAN'T. PX. 


NO WAY. VO YOU KNOW HOW MANY 
VERST5* RIGA IS FROM HERE? YOU 
ARE COMING WITH ME. 


| PROMISE YOU 
_A 'LLBEIN RIGAON 
ZA FRIDAY, FEAR NOT, 


*VERST: RUSSIAN MEASURE OF DISTANCE, THE EQUIVALENT OF .66 OF A MILE, 


dan 


— 


] | CANTFIND You IN THIS SALTY fa 
RIVER, LYUPMYLA, 


NOBOVY FUCKING 
MOVEI THIS 15 A 


\ a i, AH, YEAH? WE'LL S66 
WHERE'S THE RUSSIANZ 


IVEA WHAT YOU'RE ao ae PREMISES, GOPPAMMIT! 
TALKING ABOUT, CAPTAIN. | e HE MUST NOT ESCAPE 


7 
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VOn'T STOP... 


a 


“°/ WAIT FOR ME, 
LYUPMYLA. {'M 
\ ALMOST THERE... 
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| WAS LUCKY, LYUPMYLA. RIGA WAS FAR AWAY, ANP THE JOURNEY BY TRAIN WAS ARPUOUS, BUT IT WAS MUCH SAFER 
THAN HEAVING TO OPESSA. THE EMPIRE WAS FORCING US OUT, THERE WAS NO PLACE FOR US, ANP WHEN | GOTTO RIGA, 
| KNEW FOR SURE WE'D LEAVE. IF THERE WAS ANY DOUBT LEFT, IF | EVER THOUGHT THINGS MIGHT CHANGE ANYTIME 
SOON, SEFING THAT SHIP CONVINCED ME IT WOULV NOT BE POSSIBLE. | ONLY THOUGHT OF RUNNING AWAY TOGETHER. 


BUT YOU WERE STILL NOT COMING, LYUPMYLA, YOU 
VID NOT ARRIVE ON THE DAY YOU WERE SUPPOSED TO, 


| 1! 
= ; 
4 


THERE'S NO TURNING — 
BACK, SIMON. YOU 
CANNOT STAY. 


| acm |) ae | | 
iQ} ma), 
Tf 


fijimmt PO, 7 SHE'LL BE HERE. 
(MNOT CONG EDIE, 2 EBM. Uh A Be PATIENT. THERE 
ANYWHERE WITHOUT (@QurG F WA §=MOST'VE BEEN SOME 
LYUDMYLA. F | ae. Ae KIND OF PROBLEM 
HUSH. SOMEONE'S 


ib 6WAlbLn =| f WITH THE TRAIN... 
2 A\ tus 7 \ 4 KNOCKING ON THE 


NO. JUSTTHATTHERE ARE ARRIN”  yousee? 

VAL AND DEPARTURE CHECKS LYUPMYLAIS IN 
EVERYWHERE. SEVERAL  , DANGER! 
COMRADES HAVE BEEN DETAINEY. Vin eee 
DY \\\ SSSs 
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'M SORRY, SHIMELE. THERE'S 
NO TIME LEFT. THE CAP BLANCO i 
——— | AINT LEAVING 


SAID! 


F WE'VE DONE ALOTTO 


GET YOU OUT OF THE 
COUNTRY. THERE IS NO 


'M SORRY, 
COMRAPE. 


-_=-=<— = 


ROVION PUNCHED LIKE A HEAVYWEIGHT VERYTHING WAS BLACK 
AND SMELLED OF 
CAMPHOR... 
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JON'T BE MAD, COMRADE. THE NEXT 
SHIP SETS SAIL A WEEK FROM NOW AN? 
IS NOT BOUND TO ARGENTINA, MAYBE 
IN FOUR MONTHS’ TIME THE NEXT ONE 


WHERE HAVE YOU 
GONE, LYUPMYLAZ 


7 YOU PROMISEV TO 
COME...BUT YOU 
DIDN'T. 


|KNOW YOU'RE THERE 
IN THOSE LIGHTS. 

WAIT FOR ME. VON'T 
LEAVE Mé HERE. 


(GuV TIN Gus} 
VN Gt] LGnAcS 
oD GIN * 


* IN ViVISH: “TAKE ME AWAY, LYUPMYLA, TAKE ME AWAY.” 
** IN YIZISH. “| CANNOT LEAVE ALONE.” 
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«\ = 
les He re ple 
DON'T STOP... KEEP AG NWS 
MOVING... 3 Wie 


s em, 
a= =; 
(TS RAVOWITZKY. NP = WE GOTHIM, 
PS) SORONDO, NOTIFY 
COMMAN? 


prs _ HEADQUARTERS. 


* ai oY 


HE'S BEEN EXPOSED TO | 
EXTREME COLD. PICK 
HIM UP ANP COVER HIM 
WITH BLANKETS, 


me 6 = 

ef HE'S PeLIRIOUs )/ 
ABOUT IT. FROM FEVER... 
ED 


CAMPHOR. IT SMELLS OF 


\ CAMPHOR, LYUPMYLA... @ ..UHHHH... 


' ail Lo , \ \n | » 
| 


Guy SP pri 
\ Fle \oue *K 


**IN Y7VISH: “| CANNOT LEAVE ALONEI" 
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| MANAGED TO STAND UP. THE BREEZE WOKE 
m ME UP ALITTLE. ANV YOU WERE NOT THERE, 
LYUPMYLA. 


ROVION REALLY GAVE 


EASY, SZYMON, ONE YOu A 6007 JAB, 
STEP AT A TIME. DIDN'T HE? 


| SHOULDN'T BE HERE... | 


_— “7 , 
PY WHERE ARE 


y = - 


> ? Vik'n < é 
YOU WERE NOT THERE, LYUPMYLA. 
YOU HAD LEFT ME ALONE. 


ON 


_—— THIS JOURNEY 


—_ 
| WAS MEANT FOR 

a BOTH OF US. Aj 

— eve 4 . _ 


' 
nom 
WHAT WAS | SUPPOSEV TO THINK? | WAS ANGRY, 
MAD. | FELT BETRAYED. 


Ss rn 
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VAS FAR AS KNOW, THETRAIN SHE ANDY 
HERE WERE POLICE SEVERAL COMRADES 
CHECKPOINTS WERE TRAVELING IN 
EVERYWHERE, WAS STOPPED BEFORE IT 
COULT REACH RIGA. 


V SuE'LL COME, SHIMELE. 
SHE JUST DIDN'T MAKE IT 
ON TIME. 


WHAT? HOW PO 
YOU KNOW THAT? 


SHE WROTE SOMETHING FOR YOU, KNOWING SHE WOULV 


THEY MANAGED TO SNEAK AWAY 0 A VILLAGE CLOSE 10 eeu ee 
VECUMNIEKI. BUT THERE WAS SUCH DISARRAY THAT eee ae ae 
ATTEMPTING TO REACH RIGA WOULP’'VE BEEN SUICIPE ee OE ENOVEN Hee eV 
, THIS ENVELOPE FOR YOU JUST BEFORE SAILING OFF. | GUESS 


SHE MIGHT STILL BE HIDING IN THE VILLAGE. 


Shumele, my love, I've fauled you. I wont make vt on time. Those who are with me know how dangerous vt is to attempt 
to get to Riga, though I would've risked my whole Ife just to be with you. Were dden in a small village weth two 
other comrades. I'm so angry because I'm so close to you and yet I cannot maxe Ht on tume! I'm writing these lunes 

SO You know, $d You can feel, that I am and that I will be with you, always. As soon as I'm able, I'll board a ship 
toward that faraway country that, by the tume you read thus letter, you'd be heading to. Suffer not, ‘cause well meet 
again soon. The world us ours, Shumele. And we'll do with rt as we please, for nothing and no one will be able to stop us. 


DON'T LEAVE 
ME, LYUPMYLA. 
i 
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DON'T LEAVE ME. 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK, VOCTOR? WY eT. . . 
T'S BEEN THREE PAYS SINCE THE 

f E'S STILL SPEAKING 
YANEZ BROUGHT RAVOWTIZKY 4 Sane Sie ca 
TO PUNTA ARENAS. | MUST RE- if i 


PORT SOME NEWS. 


——— — = 


IT WAS CLOSE, HE MUST'VE BEEN OUT 

THERE FOR HOURS, HIS CLOTHES WERE 
SOAKED WET, AND HE'S BEEN EXPOSED 
TO EXTREME COLD, BUT I THINK WE 
FOUND HIM ON TIME. 


ALL RIGHT. 've Been 


ORDERED TO HAN? HIM 
OVER TO THE ARGENTINE 
AUTHORITIES. 


Ln ares 
- eS 
jy he 


THEY'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR 
HIM FOR DAYS. THEY'LL 
SOON SEND A SHIP OVER. 


~ 


WE MUST BE CAREFUL. THIS 
MAN HAS TB. 


*IN YIVVISH: “THE RIVER, FATHER, NO...” 
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a = 1 7 
#f ‘ 8 LOOK ATHIS BOPY, THIS MAN'S = 
LOOK, CAPTAIN. THIS RBBB pocroge a 


IS UNBELIEVABLE, Ss tO 
y 9 > « > 2 ‘ ; \ “3 
= | 


— 


BEEN IN A THOUSANV WARS. CF 
‘iy, 


t 


ANV MANY MORE 
ARE COMING HIS 
WAY, VOCTOR. 


2 
BERMUVEZ, INFORM THE 
CAPTAIN. HE'S 
COMING TO, 


| HA TO STEP BACK. | WAS WRONG. THE 
CAGE HAP NO EXIT, ANP | RETURNED TO 
THE PREVIOUS ONE... 
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NOT SURE IF THAT'S A lpg 4 |'VE DECIVED TO LIVE A LONG TIME 
GOOP OR ABAP THING Jims iS ‘ 
IN YOUR CASE, — 


AGO. ITV BE EASY TO JUST KNIFE 
OR HANG MYSELF, 


YOU KNOW UNVER MY ¥ 
GOV'S REIGN, IN MY WORLD, 
AND MAYBE IN ANOTHER 
CENTURY, YOU WOULY BE A 
SAINT OR A MARTYR. 


VON'T BOTHER ME. I'M 
READY FOR WHATEVER'S 
GOING TO HAPPEN. 


| CANNOT UNDERSTAND YOU ANAR- 
CHISTS, WHAT IS IT THAT YOU WANTZ 
GOV KNOWS EVERYTHING'S EASIER... 


| WHATEVER, GET YOURSELF READY. 
THE PIEPRABUENA WILL TAKE YOU TO 
USHUAIA IN TWO HOURS. 


7 


THAT'S YOUR \ 
PROBLEM. 
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IT'S SIMPLE, LYUDMYLA. I'VE GOT TO SEE IT AS A 

| GAME: | PLAYED MY HAND ANP LOST. | VID NOT 
INVENT THE GAME, THOUGH | VIP KNOW THE RULES. 
WE WERE BORN WITH THEIR RULES, NOT OURS. 


ox 


aT fh a 


i _S———— 
| WANT TO GO BACK TO ; P | WANT TO RETURN TO THAT SPRING- 
THE RIVER, LYUPMYLA, : AO) ie TIME, TO THAT COLD WATER, AND 

R. A | Be Ae) IB U5 SOAKING OUR FEFT. 


TO MEET THE WARMTH OF YOUR BOP Y, HOLP 
YOU TIGHT. IT WAS JUST AN AFTERNOON, BUT 
TIME, MY DEAR, |S ELASTIC, AND THAT AFTER- 
NOON SEEMS LIKE AGES TO ME. 

\g - 
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THE BOPY LEAVES ME, LYUPMYLA, BUT I'M 
STILL HERE, AND | SWEAR TO YOU | WON'T 
GIVE THESE MOTHERFUCKERS THE PLEASURE. 


~~, 


WRAP YOUR Te ABD ME, = -_ = e— ! ee oe 
THAT LIGHT THAT BURNS IT ALL, — 
EAS) THAT KEEPS ME ALIVE AND STRONG, ~] 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 
RUSSIAN. 


MY CAGE |S BLACK AND TIMELESS. 
MY CAGE HAS THREE HUNPREP POTS 
OF LIGHT, 


) THREE HUNDRED DOTS OF LIGHT 
THAT, SOMETIMES, BECOME 
BRIDGES TO REACH THE RIVER OR 

THE SNOW. 
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OTHER TIMES, A STRONG WIN? THAT 
PLUNGES ANV PUNCTURES MY BODY. 


THREE HUNPRED DOTS OF LIGHT 
THAT ARE ALWAYS THERE, PIERCING 
THIS CAGE. 


= 


| AN? THOUGH THEY DON'T MEAN 10, THEY REMIND METHAT I'M ALIVE 
AND THAT I'M AFTER A LARGER CAGE, ENDLESS ENOUGH TO NEVER MEET 
IT WALLS, 
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[...] ving in a world without any possible escape, in which 
there was nothing for tt but to fight for an impossible escape. 


Victor Serge, 1942 


WHAT'S THE POINT OF 
BEING AWAKE? {T'S COLD, 
IT'S ALWAYS DARK, ANP IT 
- HURTS. 


"MON, SIMON. 
N YOUR FEET 


GET UPI 
WAKE UP, SIMON. 


| ‘ ‘« 
sboly 
. ‘4 % 4 Sas 
Ty 
7 


> YOU ARE WRONG, 
SIMON. IT [5 SUMMER, 
ANP THERE |S PLENTY OF | 


it 
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——— 


| y a él a f | 
- WHERE AM (2) YOU ARE SAFE, SIMON. \ bye ; 
| 
5 7 
i— 


; THERE IS LIGHT HERE, | 

—— WARMTH. NOTHING | 

WILL HURT You IF YOu) 
_ARE NEXT 10 ME, fl 


tt eo — 


oM te, x 4 ~ 
D/ ARNOLZ, PRISONER \ MAYBE. YOU WILL STOP 
1) 165, SPOKE oF You, | YOUR SUFFERING BY 
YOU ARE SIMON, THE | MY SIDE. 
eee f DON'T 1 p 
:; | PON'T THINK 50, YOU'R 
ves, | HAVE COME CLEANSING SOMETHING 


. A YOU. YOU THINK YOU MIGHT VE 


=“ DONE WRONG. I'VE PONE 
HAS MY NOTHING WRONG 10 BE 
FATHER SENT IN THIS PILLAR, PUNISHING 


you? 


~ MYSELF. 
ant. Brarss s Fer nosis 


ane 


7 BUT YOU ARE FEELING GUILT. 
THAT IS WHY YOU ARE HERE. 
| BECAUSE OF GUILT ANP TO i 
sw \ AVOIV CORRUPTION FROM | 
4HE OUTSIDE, . , 


7 MY PILLAR IS SAFE AND TALL, pee xh Yy , 
AN NOTHING ANP NO ONE Ki = 
STEPS HERE AN? CORRUP1S IT. LS x 


>» IT IS PEACEFUL HERE, 
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PF ame ee ~~] F 
{ YOU SHOULD. YOU | 
\ HAVE KILLE?, SIMON. / 


DPro\, Wns NO, | HAVE NOT “# eI 
Ea cm 
a af = SURE? , 


= } 
; 


| 65, BUT LEAVE IT ALONE, | | 
| | DON'T WANT TO TALK 
\. ABOUT THAT NOW. 


™ ~ oe 


| 


 /  ALLRIGHT. LET US NOT 
| TALK ABOUT IT NOW, THEN. 
‘, ' JUST REST. 
. “sy A 
* a ; | 


[Sf 
“Sy! No, HOLY MAN. | PO NOT REST 


NOR AM | HERE. I'M ON A SHIP, 
ARGENTINA BOUND, OR, IF YO 


7 No, SIMON. GIVE 
IN ANP SHARE 
MY PILLAR. 


| CANNOT STAY IN THE PILLAR, LYUDMYLA. 
| HAVE ARRIVED IN ARGENTINA IN THE FALL. 
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— 
THE SWEET ANV SOUR SMELL OF THE 
#1 IMMIGRANT HOTEL STILL HAUNTS ME, 


Li} iment iM mica 
a ai if aM 


bl 
l : im anys 


FROM ALL OVER THE WORLY, 
THEY CAME, THE SMELL SLIP- < 


PING IN UNDER THE SKIN. 


THERE WERE AGENTS SPEAKING IN SEVERAL 
LANGUAGES BECAUSE WE IMMIGRANTS CAME FROM 
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES, ANP NONE OF US COULV 
UNDERSTAND A SINGLE WORD, ONE OF THE AGENTS 
SPOKE RUSSIAN AN? GAVE US SOME INSTRUCTIONS. 


| LEFT THAT TINY BABEL A FEW DAYS LATER, 
AFTER BEING CLEAREV FROM shoei INE. 


2 i ee ill Me 
Me i in se 
Wy > 


THE COMRAPE WHO CAME WITH ME LEFT 
FOR THE COUNTRY. HE HAP AN ACQUAIN- §f 
TANCE IN A TOWN CALLED MOISES VILLE. 


ENORMOUS CITY WAS THAT IT WAS 
Pa CALLEV BUENOS AIRES ANP THAT THERE . 
} WERE THINGS THERE THAT | HAV NEVER 1) SNe BUT, ABOVE ALL, | SAW NO 
SEEN BEFORE IN MY ENTIRE LIFE. ~ COSSACKS AROUND, 


| al t aol ut |) 
| | 
CLOTHES ON MY BACK AND 


CARRIED MY COUSINS’ 
AVPRESS ON A PIECE OF PAPER. 


iuliinnriies 

: li) \j l ‘) 

ui . 1 ii) hit SA} | WAS WEARING ONLY THE 
re Wes 


‘ 
Ve 
” 
i) ; 
) 
if , , 
4 , / 
i 
‘ () oe: 
if Lo 7, 
* Mf 


ry) 9 


i 
Uy 
fe 


“SRG 


=, 
7 = 


MOSHE HAP COME WITH HIS ELPER BRO- Fe THEY WERE FROM KIEV, JUST LIKE MOST 
THER, SAMUEL, ESCAPING CONSCRIPTION TO OF MY FATHER’S FAMILY. 
THE CZAR’ 5 ARMY. 
THEY HAP A WELDING SHOP, 


ANP | THOUGHT THAT MAYBE | 
COULV WORK FOR THEM. 


| ors 
Bis 


ho ee | | 
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YOU MUST TAKE THE 
{RAM 10 GET WHERE 
YOU'RE GOING. IT'S 
QUITE FAR FROM HERE. | 


| WALKE? DOWN THE CITY'S STREETS, LOST. | 

COULV BARELY UNDERSTAND THE LETTERS ON 

THE SIGNS, BUT THERE WAS NO WAY AROUND? 

WHAT PEOPLE SPOKE. | WAS LUC 
—— 


| VON'T HAVE ANY MONEY. 
TELL ME HOW | CAN REACH 
IT ON FOOT. 


YOU'VE JUST 
ARRIVED, RIGHTZ 


A HAND, WE'LL TAKE YOU THERE 
TONIGHT. 


| SPENT SEVERAL DAYS WITH THEM. | COULV HAVE ; 
A VECENT MEAL AND EARNED MY FIRST PESOS IN 

THE COUNTRY. THEY HAD A WORKSHOP FULL OF 

OLD FURNITURE, ANYTHING THAT COULV BE SOLD 


FOR SOME REASON YET UNKNOWN TO ME, | HA? NO 
DESIRE TO SEE COUSIN MOSHE OR GRIGORI. | WAS 
DELAYING THE INEVITABLE. 


) | 


ee 


S's 
i" ge —_ y: AN im | = = a 
yo MY DESIRE TO HEAR FROM MY ELDER BROTHER 
4 EVENTUALLY MAVE ME WALK ACROS5 THE CITY IN 


SEARCH OF THE AVPRESS ON THAT PIECE OF PAPER. 


ald 


=— =" 
*IN YIPISH: “IT'S GETTING LATE.” 
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5ZYMON, 
NACHMAN'S SONZ 


REMEMBER YOU AS A YOUNG 
LITTLE BOY, S5ZYMON. YOU USE? 


0 PL, 0 5 
ee A LONG TIME. HIS LETTERS MUST'VE 


GONE MISSING. 


YOU WERE COMING TO BUENOS 
AIRES. NACHMAN HASN'T WRITTEN IN 


MY FATHER COULVN'T HAVE TOL? 
YOU MUCH ABOUT ME, ANYWAY. | 
HAP TO RUN AWAY FROM 
EKATERINOSLAV, COUSIN MOSHE. 


15 THE SITUATION 
THAT BAD? 
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veaH, 75 Ygpr VON TWORRY, SZYMON. YOURE yoy coup LenD ME AHAND Wo At tHe- TEMPLE WE'RE 
SAPE, AND SOON WELL FIND 50- 
PRETTY BAP. é AT THE SHOP. | KNOW YOU BUILVING IN PRIMERA JUNTA. 
METHING FOR YOU HERE, YOU'LL KNOW ABOUT WELPING ; 
SEE HOW YOu'LL BE se THERE'S 50 MUCH TO PO! 
SENDING MONEY TO YOUR FAMILY — 


IN NO TIME. 


MY FATHER TOLD ME 
YOU WERE A RABBI... 


NOT EXACTLY, 


THOUGH | ASSIST 
AT THE TEMPLE. 


HE |S UNVER MEVICAL CARE. 
WE COULV NOT AFFORD TO 
LOOK AFTER HIM. 


BUT MY FATHER ASKEV YOU TO ANP YOU 
AGREED. THE SACRIFICES INVOLVED IN 
BRINGING HIM HERZ WERE HUGE, 
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IT'S COMPLICATEP...YOU DON'T UNPERSTAND, 


SZYMON. GRIGORI NEEVS MEVICAL CARE, 


CONSTANT ASSISTANCE. HE MAY GET LOST IN THE 


CITY. GRIGORI IS NOT WELL. 


WHAT? You've AVMITTEV IT WAS BESTFOR Him, ANZ HOW PO YOUKNOW 
HIM Ae AN ean I'M SORRY, si WHAT'S BEST FOR HIM WHEN | 'T IS AL80 YOUR 
, . YOU'RE $0 BUSY WITH YOUR TEMPLE. 


, 
DON'T SPEAK 10 ME ABOUT 
WHAT'S MINE AND WHAT ISN'T. a reds a 
YOU MIGHT KNOW THAT FROM & 


ER eyesore Jam WAS EVIDENTLY RIGHT. 
NACHMAN ALREADY, | GUE rid YOU ARE UNGRATEFUL, 


———————— 
a Sa 4 


-_—_—, 
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SUIT YOURSELF. YOUR 
BROTHER IS IN A PUBLIC 
HOSPITAL ON THE OUTSKIRTS 
OF THE CITY. 


TEMPLE! 


THIS 15 Ti WE'RE FAMILY, SZYMON. 
score AN? THOUGH YOU MAY 
NOT LIKE IT, YOU CAN 


AVDRESS. COUNT ON ME, 


[| BLAMED MOSHE ANP MY FATHER FOR GRIGORI'S MAPNESS, FOR 
NOT LOOKING AFTER HIM OR POING ANYTHING TO CURE HIM, 


‘ axl i! 


4 
reeeos. 


————— 


NOW | KNOW THAT, IN THEIR OWN WAY, THEY DID AL 
THEY COULD. THERE ARE MANY INMATES LIKE GRIGORI 
HERE IN PRISON. 


MY BROTHER WAS IN ri CLINIC HAT WAS \5 THE 
STATE OF THE ART IN REGARD TO CURES AND 
TREATMENT, JUST LIKE THE PRISON I'M IN 
RIGHT NOW. 
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SHIMELE? HAS 


; NO, GRIGORI, BUT SHE PROMISEV. SHE 
MOM COME WITH 


SHE HASN'T. PROMISE SHE WouL? come | SHE HASN'T ARRIVE? 
Bm) see WHEN | BOARVED THE SHIP. SHE \ YT, GRIGORI. BUTIM 
wa SAID SHE WOULD! . HERP. 


; di Was 


. ONE NIGHT, WHEN IT WAS RAINING, THEY CAME 
WHAT'S THAT ON i scp RIDING THEIR HORSES AND GOT INTO THE 


YOUR ARMZ ROOM | SLEEP IN. MY MATES DIP NOT HEAR A 
= THING, SHIMELE, BUT | DIP. AN | SAW THEM, 


WITH THEIR SABERS... 


witht = YN RO Hi ONDER THE BED, BOT IT WAS 
ENORMOUS BOOTS.. Jf ee a / 100 LATE. THEY SAW ME AND CAME 
a | AFTER ME.. 
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WT COME ON. | PON'T HAVE 
Sem, ALL DAY, RUSSIAN, 


es 1 
% x 


PRISONER 155, 
OuTl 


| LOST COUNT OF HOW LONG | HAP BEEN IN THE 
FRIDGE OF CELLBLOCK 5, 


WTHE VERACITY OF MY TRUTHS IS 
SMALL TRUTHS, ANP THE TRUTHS THAT 
| SPEAK ARE TRUTHFUL TRUTHS... 


HE'S BEEN SAYING 
IT DOESN'T MATTER MUCH IF THE SAME THING 
HIS TRUTHS ARE TRUE, PONT {OS es eens 
YOU THINK, 1557 er 


YES, IT SEEMS 
PRISONER 406 HAS 
LOST HIS MIND! 
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WATCH YOUR MOUTH, RUSSIAN. 
WE PONT BEAT ANYONE HERE. 
OUR JOB |S TO CORRECT. 


TOO MANY 
BEATINGS. YOU 
VO YOUR JOB 


THE CAGE WHERE GRIGORI OR THE 406 
} HAVE ENDED UP IMPRISONEV LOOKS 
QUITE TEMPTING TO US BURIEP HERE. 


OF COURSE, YOU SELVOM CHOOSE YOUR CAGE. 
YOUR CAGE IS NARROWER STILL THAN MINE, 
GRIGORI. 
IT DOESN'T MATTER, SIMON. 
HE WOULDN'T COME. VON'T 
WORRY. SEND MY GREETINGS 
TO THE REST OF THE COMRA- 
DES. YOU MUST TELL WHAT'S 
GOING ON HERE, WHAT 
THEY'RE DOING TO US, 


a , 


BECAUSE THE ONLY THING THESE POOR SOULS WANT HANG IN THERE, 
15 TO GO NAP, BUT | SWEAR, BROTHER, | AIN'T AVELINO. I'LL ASK 
GOING TO STEP INTO WHERE YOU'VE FALLEN. FOR A DOCTOR, 


VISITING Ye 
DAY, RUSSIAN. 


a : —?> 

HE MUST'VE PONE SOME- 
THING, 155, LET'S GO, YOU'RE 
GOING BACK TO YOUR CELL. 


HE'S BEEN LIKE THIS FOR 
DAYS, HASN'T HEZ 


| DON'T KNOW. 
THE ORDERS ARE 
TO “TAKE YOu To 
ALARCON.” 


142 


SCREAMING ANP BANGING IN THE NIGHT...AND THE CELL 
TIGHTENING ALL AROUND YOU, AT THE VERY END, ON 
THE WINVOWLESS WALL, A SMALL DOOR, WITHOUT 
LOCKS OR LATCHES, THROUGH WHICH YOU CAN STEP 
ON SIDEWAYS, 


ON THE OTHER SIVE OF THE POOR, THE NEW CAGE IS 
HUGE, ENORMOUS, HOW MANY TIMES | HAVE 
THOUGHT ABOUT CROSSING TOWARD YOUR CAGE, 
GRIGORII | EVEN HAP TO GRASP AT THE BRICKS IN 
THE WALL 50 AS TO NOT PLUNGE INTO IT HEAVLONG. 


ME THROUGH ALL THESE YEARS IN SOLITARY, MANY 
=» AROUND ME HAVE FALLEN INTO DEMENTIA. SAM- 
PEPRO ANP HIS SCREWS REJOICED WATCHING THE 
INMATES SINK, JUST LIKE SHIPS W/RECKING DURING A 
STORM IN USHUAIA'S CANAL. 


(M NOT TAKING YOU OUT OF 


"HELLO, RUSSIAN, y "COME ON, 155, OUT. YOU MAY BE W/ON- 
SUCH A LONG | You'RE GOING BACK DERING WHY YOU'RE SOLITARY OUT OF PLEASURE. 
TIME, EH? 1O YOUR CELL. LEAVING, AREN'T YOUZ, YOUR BUVVIES HAVE BEEN 
on MESSING AROUND AGAIN 
: AND, SAVLY, SOMEONE 


IMPORTANT CARES. 


148 


t \ 

POLITICIANS ARE LIKE THAT. THEY'RE APVOCATING FOR W JON'T PUT ON THAT FACE, RUSSIAN. | 
| WOULV LEAVE YOU ALONE YOU ABROAP AS WELL, DON'T KNOW HOW YOU PO IT, BUT 
IN THAT CELLBLOCK, IF YOu It SEEMS. THERE'S A COPETUDAF IN BUENOS 

ASKEV ME. : AIRES WHO'S ALL OBSESS5EV WITH 


FALLEN IN LOVE OR 
. SOMETHING... 


YOU KNOW WHO I'M TALKING “4 


GIF1S THAT, AS YOU CAN TREAT YOU BAD HERE. IT SEEMS DIRECTOR 
; PICCINI IS A LITTLE MELLOW, WHICH IS OVP, 
SINCE THE MAN IS HARPER THAN A ROCK, 


SALVAVORA...ONCE 
AGAIN, SALVAVORA. | 


x £2 = 
v4 ti 3 


IMAGINE, WILL NEVER REACH 
THEIR DESTINATION... 


r othe = 
MAY | OF COURSE, RUSSIAN. ¥ | WOULT LIKE TO WOULV THE YF | PON'T KNOW..I'VE BEEN 


| HAVE NEVER PREVEN?) W/orK, | WOULD LIKE QUARRY PO? IVLE FOR SO LONG, AN? 


TéeD YOUFROM | 10 0 SOMETHING 
si NOUFRON PO 20N6TH : 1) BESIVES, I'M A LITTLE SICK. 


* COPETUPA: A HIGH SOCIETY WOMAN. 
** TILINGA: A CONCEITED, SUPERFICIAL PERSON. 
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TT) 
BACK HOME. | VON'T KNOW HOW LONG oe) ty! 


IT HAP BEEN. A YEAR? TWO? THEY HAP ——a im) mw 
ROBBED ME OF WHAT LITTLE | OWNED. , a) ae 


FROM ME. THE BOOKS, THE INK, THE 
PAPER, EVEN THE TABLECLOTH. 


THERE |S NOTHING LEFT IN THE CELL. 
NOTHING BUT YOUR MEMORY. ANU EVEN 
50, EVEN IF THEY FIND YOUR 


PHOTOGRAPH, | COULDN'T CARE LE55. 


La 
[hth 
| WILL NOT FORGET A) 

| YOU, NOR WILL | STOP )\ 

| REMEMBERING YOU. Lag AN 


f 
§ ANP THEN, GRIGORI HAP TO BE RESTRAINED | BEGAN WORKING, VOING ANYTHING | 
AND STRAPPED BECAUSE HE SELF-MUTILATEP. A COULV, ANYWHERE, | REALIZE THAT A 
CRISIS, THEY SAIP. | TRIEV TO VISIT HIM MORE LARGE PART OF THE WRETCHED OF THE 
OFTEN, BUT IT WAS NOT BASY. EARTH LIVEV IN BUENOS AIRES. 


~— * SSS ay 
i | Ne \ i 
. ut iW tt 


Mis 4 5 
Sl) r 
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EVENTUALLY, A RUSSIAN FROM ST. PETERSBURG BY THE NAME 
OF GORINSKI OFFERED ME A JOB AT HIS AUTO REPAIR SHOP. A 
FEW MONTHS LATER, A COWORKER LEFT A BED IN A 
CONVENTILLO* ON ANVES 5T., AND | TOOK HIS PLACE, a 
b i} 
TTINTT Hh nt | ter J 
meat 
Y | t { | 


ull itm: 
\ Son! | 
—> bi } 


! 
¥ a 


| r 
i wl 
SS 


| FINALLY HAV A JOB AND A 
FIXEV PLACE TO SLEEP. 


| WAS LIVING WITH DIMITRI ANP VASILI, 
TWO RUSSIANS WHO HAP ARRIVED IN 
THE COUNTRY A YEAR BEFORE, 


* A CONVENTILLOWAS A PRECARIOUS TENEMENT HOUSE IN LATE NINETEENTH- AND EARLY 


WENTIETH-CENTURY BUENOS AIRES WHERE THE FIRST IMMIGRANTS WHO ARRIVED IN 
HE COUNTRY USEP 10 LIVE, USUALLY RENTING ROOMS THAT HOSTED ENTIRE FAMILIES, 1.46 
SHARING A BATHROOM AND KITCHEN, AS WELL AS A COMMON PATIO, 


DON'T 
MEVDLE, 
RUSSIAN. 


HEY, WAITA ==) / GET OUT, LEAVE 
MINUTE! THE KIV ALONE! 


YOU'LL GET YOURS 
YET, LUIGII 


Asse 


Eade 


rh H 
bat Pes Het: istte 


THIS BRAT IS SELLING NEWSPAPERS ON OUR 
STREET. WE'LL BEAT HIM UP REAL GOOP SO 
HE LEARNS THAT WE'RE THE ONLY ONES WHO 
SELL PAPERS THERE, 


LEAVE ME ALONE, 
BIG NOSE! | PONE 


i. A\ 
“eo AN 


400? THE STREET THAT KI? ALONE. HE'S MY NEIGHBOR, ANP GUTS, ASSHOLE, BUT DON'T Viet 
AIN'T YOURS, PRICK! NO ONE'S GOING TO BEAT ANYONE UP. = YOU DARE COME NEAR MY 
J a STREET, ‘CAUSE YOU'LL PAY 
DEARLY FOR IT. 


VG PRRRR..| 
VIN WL 
thd — 
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VE SEEN YOU A 
THANK YOU, MISTER. YW eopre OF TIMES NIM 


THEY WOULD'VE BROKEN leceore you LIVE HERE, 
MY FACE. AN Don't You? 


uf = =| LB 
OS 
Mare aol 


YES, | LIVE IN ROOM 412, 
AT THE END THE HA- 
LLWAY. YOU JUST GOT 

HERE, RIGHT, 


MY NAME |S SIMON, 
ANP YOU'RE RIGHT. 

I'VE JUST ARRIVED 
HERE RECENTLY. 


THANKS AGAIN, MR. SIMON. 
WE'LL SEE EACH OTHER AGAIN JUST CALL ME 


WHEN YOU COME BACK. SIMON, KIP. 


ER TIMES. HE 
REMINDEV ME OF WHO | WAS IN 


EKATERINOSLAV. A KID WHO WAS FORCE? TO 
ABANVON HIS CHILVHOOP, 
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{ WOULV WORK ALL DAY WELDING, AS A BLACKSMITH. 4 \ 
\) ANV SOMETIMES, WHEN | LEFT WORK AT NIGHT, | 
 WOULP GOTO THE LIBRARY. 


iB a = H 


| | CANNOT RECALL HOW | GOT TO THE LIBRARY, 
BUT | GUESS SOME JEW WHO ALSO WORKED IN 


os 
DE ne 
Hi Kt, (i ed 
a Tt 2 } uw D 
Siar — — 
STA Ise a) Sey ius 
— | | med 


=| ka 
Li aah na 
~ | 
; —_ — . 4 
q —— 3 ¥ > 
THE PLACE WAS FREQUENTED «WN 
BY RUSSIANS OF ALL SORTS: mn 
ANARCHISTS, JEWS, ANP SOME = 
SOCIALISTS FROM THE BUND. = 
= = f 
4 = la 
| a 


|__| le a Most OF THE BOOKS WERE IN RUSSIAN, ANV 
liz — be wand To sa 


td 


Ti ' = 


\\ \\ 
= 


—— a 


MY FATHER WAS WRONG WHEN HE 
SPOKE OF A LAND, GENEROUS ANP KIND, 
FAR BEYOND THE OCEAN. 


RUSSIANS WHO, AS | WOULP LATER FIND 
OUT, WERE CONSIDERED SCUM TO THOSE 
IN POWER IN A 


> a = 
“| | VON'T KNOW ABOUT THE LAND, BUT 
THOSE WHO OWNED IT WERE NOT 50 
GENEROUS OR KIND TO US, 


| KNEW (7 BE IN THAT LIBRARY FOR QUITE 
SOME TIME. ANV | KNEW IT FOR TWO REA- 


BECAUSE RIGHT IN FRONT OF ME THERE WAS A PRYING, UNDERCOVER POLICE 
AGENT, AND BECAUSE | THOUGHT I'D? SEEN SOMEONE | KNEW DOWN IN THE HALL. 


IKNOW YOU, YOU 
WERE FRIENDS 
WITH FEVOSEL. 
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| BELIEVE | SAW YOU IN THE 
ZAWOT FACTORY SOVIET ONCE, 
BACK IN EKATERINOSLAV. 


IT'S TRUE. MY NAME IS 
PAVEL KARASCHIN. AND, IF 
| REMEMBER CORRECTLY, 
YOU ARE SHIMELE, 


NOT TOO LONG, 
ABOUT A YEAR. 


and ~*~ i oe = = J . és a ~ 
| PAVEL WAS NOT PART OF OUR GROUP IN EKATERINOSLAY. | ONLY 
SAW HIM ONCE BEFORE HE VANISHED, FOR THE OKHRANA WAS 


aj A, [i 
L aoa - 


- ets .50 te 
ramet aL Pet 
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FEVOSE| SPOKE 
TO Mé ALOT 
ABOUT YOu, 


HAVE YOU 
BEEN HERE? 


LOOK. THIS IS MY AVPRESS. 
IT'S NOT SAFE TO TALK OUT 
HERE, COME SEE ME ON 
SUNDAY. 


| SET OUT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THAT KID jm VQ (How was your 
LUIGI THAT NIGHT. | USED TO SEE HIM IN THE 
CONVENTILLO'S PATIO SOMETIMES. 

4 - a kaa 


wT | | {! ii 
p — ¥. & sme as 


P 


I) a) N2 ; / im 
15 THAT A TANGO _— a! By 
SONG? | CAN'T #- 
UNDERSTAND j j 


WHAT IT SAYS, 


DON'T WORRY, 
YOU WILL. 


et OF THE VERY FEW PEOPLE WHO CAN Jf 
BRAG ABOUT BEING FROM AROUND. 


* GARUFA: NIGHTTIME PARTY. 
** PAICAS PAPUSAS: YOUNG AND BEAUTIFUL WOMEN. 
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In this Buenos Aures night, just let the music thrill you as this tango Keeps the party rolling. 


WE'RE ITALIANS, FROM BAT-\ } | 
WHERE ARE Weripaciia, ALTHOUGH | CAME 


| BR DON'T LOOK ATHIM | 
YOUFROM, ff 0 BUENOS AIRES WHEN | 


| IN THE FACE, HE'S A | 
GON OF A BITCH. 


= & 


WAS LITTLE. | DON'T REMEM- 


ey Ni ae, Va: ) — eS 
I dreamed of you, as a recurring nostalgia in smooth moonlit mghts of tumes past. Those are the memories I 
stull crave, of a garufa that was not +o last. 


BY HE'S A SNITCH. HE 4 OW youn 
j, HATES US, MY MOTHER ) , a = MINGLE WITH 
IN PARTICULAR. : AERA RUSSIANS, You.. 


FUCKING BRAT... 


=. do e 
WE USED TO LIVE AT “MEVIO MUN- 


" THEY WERE CHARGING US SO MUCH RENT LAST 
0" BEFORE COMING HERE, THAT'S WY 


THOSE FROM “BABILONIA” IN SUPPORT OF THE 
diaenlalali) one. ; SITUATION AT “LOS CUATRO VIQUES.’ 


wri hk eer ree at 


| DON'T 
UNDERSTAND A 
THING, LUIGI. 


/) ha | 
= 
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Old tango memory, I long for this feeling stull. Sweet diguera girl,* I want +o Kiss Your full red lips. 


| if | 
THE WOMEN WHO LIVET IN - \ \ | / 


CONVENTILLO GOT “ rT ; . aad il 
TOGETHER WITH THOSE FROM [ Lae Sp _ 
OTHER CONVENTILLOS AND \" > IF THEY DIDN'T LOWER THE 
JOINEP THE STRIKE, € i biey RENTS, NO ONE WOULD PAY uP, 
= Pa MY OLP LADY, SHE WAS INTO 


THAT. SHE THEN 
SUPPORTED THEM AT THE 
ANARCHIST UNION. 


= ffl I) 
~ wl NS ‘- F. [2a — jem 


So let the lvghts shine into your deep black eyes, aflame for this love of mune.** 


AN? WHO ARE You 
WITH, LUIGI? OLD LADY, 


OF COURSE, WHAT ELSEZ I'M JUST 


GA CANILLITA.*#* IF 
THOSE FOOLS LET 


50, HOW POES THE “WA 


s POLICE GOT HEAVY. MY FATHER SAYS IT AIN'T 
STORY GO% 


WHAT IT USEP TO BE, THAT SINCE FALCON IS 
CHIEF OF POLICE, THE COPS HAVE BECOME 
RUTHLESS, 


* VIQUERA. FLAMBOYANT. 
** "ONA NOCHE VE GARUFA," BY EVUARDO AROLAS. 
*** CANILLITA: NEWSBOY. 
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THE FIREMEN ANP THE POLICE SHOWEP 
UP AT “MEVIO MUNDO" ONE DAY. THAT 
BIGMOUTH TOLD A COP THAT MY 
OLD LAVY WAS A THUG. ANY 50 THEY 
KICKEP US OUT. 


NO. THEY ONLY EVICTED 
THOSE WHO HAP OR- 
GANIZED THE STRIKE ANP 
THOSE WHO WERE NOT 
PAYING RENT. MY MOTHER 
WAS BOTH. 


WE ENDED UP IN THE STREET, WET 
AS A DROWNED RAT. THE FIREMEN 
CAME IN WITH THEIR HOSES TO 
EVICT US, ANV WE WERE LUCKY AT 
THAT. 


BECAUSE WE MANAGEP TO AVOIV BEING 
SENT BACK TO ITALY. MANY WERE VEPORTED. 
NOW IT’S DIFFERENT. IF YOU PON'T BEHAVE, 
THEY EXPEL YOU OUT OF THE COUNTRY. MY 
OLD MAN SAYS THEY MAVE A LAW TO VO 
JOST THAT, 


oe YA, SIMON, UNTIL 
NEXT TIME. 


HE WAS JUST LIKE ME, LYUPMYLA. HE 
WAS JUST LIKE ME WHEN | WAS A KID. 
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; ee a a 


CLEAN AIR AGAIN. AT LONG LAST, THE WHIFF OF wah wn Z 
SPRING IN THE FACE, ~ 


——_ 


oe | 
e i 


a 
Ault 


v 


a 
‘eae te 


5 


HOLP ME, ENRIQUE. | BUT DON'T SPEAK NOW...IF THEY HEAR US 


HAVEN'T WALKED IN A [T'S NORMAL. YOU'VE BEEN IN SOLITARY TALKING IN LINE, THEY'LL MAKE YOu 
LONG TIME. | FOR ALMOST THREE YEARS... INCOMMUNICADO AGAIN, ANP THEY'LL 
~~? BEAT THE HELL OUT OF ME TOO. 


156 


} , 
la Sa TAR IANS 


PARTY STARTED RIGHT WHEN 


V SAMPEVRO WANTED ME TO EXPLAIN, ON BEHALF OF 
THE INMATES, THAT WE WERE FINE, THAT WE WERE 
TREATED ALL RIGHT, ANV ALL MANNER OF NONSENSE. 

| REFUSED, AND HE MAVE ME WALK THROUGH THE 
CORRIVOR. 


BUT THERE WERE COMPLAINTS 
ABOUT MISTREATMENT, AND 
SAMPEVRO EXPECTED ME TO 

COVER FOR HIM. 
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SAMPEVRO TOOK ME OUT 
OF THE FRIDGE BECAUSE HE 
SAYS THEY ARE CAMPAIGN- Wr, / 


ING IN BUENOS AIRES, A 


“ZZ 
S , 


ANV HE'S RIGHT. | PON'T KNOW WHAT YOu'VE 
DONE TO THAT SALVAVORA LADY, BUT YOU'RE 
A PERSONAL CAUSE TO HER, SHE WORKS 
TIRELESSLY, ORGANIZING RALLIES AND WRI- 
TING ARTICLES IN PRO-PRISONER PAPERS. 
SHE'S GOT CASH AND INFLUENCES. THEY SAY 
S5AMPEVRO RECEIVEV A PACKAGE FOR YOU 
WITH A RED SCARF... 


Tes 


| DUNNO. IN' ZZ, THE MYSTIC KILLED HIS Ug Just 16, HE'S BEEN LIKE THAT FOR YEARS, 


ENTIRE FAMILY. THEY SAY HE DIP IT WITH 
STRYCUNINE ANP BULLETS. HE'S BEEN HE'S FREEV HIS BODY ANP MINV FROM THE 


HOW LONG WILL WE 
ENDURE, ENRIQUE? 


; TIME HE HAS TO LIVE, HE ONLY PRAYS ANV 
HERE EVER SINCE, AND IF HE DOESN'T } 
DIE, HE'LL BE $0 A THOUSAND YEARS OR IGNORES EVERYTHING AROUND HIM. HE'S 
ACHIEVE WHAT WE CANNOT, HE'S INVISIBLE 
TO THESE BASTARDS. 


MORE. HE NEITHER LASTS NOR ENPURES. 
; LOOK AT HIM... 


! BUT WE ARE NOT INVISIBLE, BABBY 
AIN‘T INVISIBLE, AND HE'S NOT BEEN 
RESISTING FOR QUITE SOME TIME. 


HE PRAYS, I'P SAY HE'S GOT SOME GUILT WE'LL ENDURE, SIMON. 


INSIVE HIM FOR WHAT HE'S PONE, WE HAVE COMRAVES 
- = OUTSIDE. 
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HE'S LOST HIS SANITY A 
LONG TIME AGO. HE'S IN 
THE HOSPITAL. 


po? ROCHA WANTED TO FUCK HIM 
THE ASS. ROCHA IS 
INTO BABBY. 


” WHAT DIP HE * DOES IT MATTER | GUESS 


~~ 


<= ae 
»( couen, ) 


=; ») COUGH! | 


ASK FOR A “~/ I'VE BEEN SPITTING BLOOV FOR 50 WHEN YOU ARE AMONG 50 MANY MISER ABLE 
DOCTOR, SIMON. LONG NOW. THEY DON'T CARE, MEN, LYUPMYLA, EVERY ONE OF THEM KNOWS 
SAMPEVRO SAYS | SHOULPN'T WORRY, | WHAT THEY'VE DONE ANP THE eo HEY CARRY. 


;  /- x THAT I'S JUST TUBERCULOSIS. 


i WE WERE ALL THE SAME IN THE SLATe TO THEM. ANARCHISTS, MORPERERS, WE WERE ALL THE SAME IN THIS 


WE HAVE MAIL TODAY, 
SIMON. MAYBE THERE'S SOME- 
THING FOR YOU AS WELL. 
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YOU HAVE NO IVEA HOW HURRY UP, ARNOLD. ANV PON'T 
EXCUSE ME, MR, Wt OKAY, 165. IM COMING WITH “Ac YOU'REHELPING |g PORGET, | WILL FRISK YOU AT 
PEZZOTTI. MAY | YAR. US, MR. PEZZOTH. THE ENTRANCE, 

TAKE A PISS? = 


Hie . 


S0ME GUARPS, BRIBED BY THE INMATE WHO 
Bes, DELIVERED THE LETTERS, KEPT US IN TOUCH WITH 
THE OUTSIDE. 


| READ MY FIRST LETTER IN EIGHTEEN YEARS. IT WAS FROM 
4 AN UNKNOWN ANARCHIST BY THE NAME OF SALVAVORA 
} ONRUBIA. SHE DREAMED OF ME, SHE SAID, 


TRUTH |S, WITHOUT HER, | WOULDN'T BE 
ang ABLE TO EVEN REMEMBER YOU, LYUPMYLA. & 


If luck will have tt, you'd be reading this letter. If, otherwise, a quard us reading this 
instead, may you be the recipient of my scorn. 
Dear Grother, we do not Know each other, but ever since Your avenging act ILberated us from the yoKe 
of that tyrant Falcon, I havent stopped thinking about ways oF dat you from the ordeal you are 
being subjected +0. I want you +0 nol that I wull do evertthing I can +0 allevvate your torment, be 


it campaigning or propaganda, contacts, and influence. You and I are brothers. I knew i the very da 
Z learned that, hundreds of years ago in time, with another name and another body, We were so in\ ” 
Egypt. The cards of tarot thus revealed rt to me once. Suffer not, Srother Simon. We wull soon 
achevéswhat we long For. 


Your sister, Salvadora. 
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r] LIKE A RANPOM STRANGER REACHING out FOR ME. AS TIME WENT 

|| BY, | GOTTO KNOW SALVAVORA WELL. | LEARNED THAT SHE WAS 

M GORGEOUS, RICH, AND A TRIPLE ECCENTRIC, AND THAT SHE WAS 
MARRIED TO THE OWNER OF CRITICA NEWSPAPER. SOMEONE 
IMPORTANT. 


ee ON “eee 
(ez 


WE'LL BE MUCH MORE 
COMFORTABLE INSIVE, 


NOT ANYMORE, SHE IS JUST 
S0FIYA NOW, THE MOTHER OF 
MY CHILVREN. SHE ONCE WAS 
A PARTNER BUT HAS SINCE 
ABANVONEP SHIP. 


V/ PAVEL, IS SHE YOUR 
PARTNERZ 


AW} 


7 
tee 


: = 
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ARE YOU MEETING 
WITH SOMEONE 
HERE? 


THERE'S SOMETHING GOING ON, BUTWE DON'T | 
|| BELONG TO ANY OFFICIAL FACTION OF COMRADES, Aesishgabs dea 
| PONT WANT NOTHING TO DO WITHTHE SYNDI- a er 
CALISTS. | DON'T MAKE PACTS WITH SUCKERS LIKE 
THEY DO, | DESTROY THEM. 


YES, BUT EVER SINCE THE CHIEF OF POLICE CHANGED, IT'S WE WILL KNOW THE TRUE STATE OF THINGS 
BEEN DIFFICULT 10 70 50, LISTEN, SZYMON, OUR COMRADES i) | TOMORROW. IF FALCON AND HIS POLICE WANT 
HERE ARE FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD. IT’S HARP TO UNDER- WAR, THEY'LL GET IT. 
STAND EACH OTHER. EVERY ONE Of US SPEAKS DIFFERENTLY 

AND ACTS ON HIS OWN TERMS, 


‘ys Vie ge =, 


f U- 
ay r 
SBD 


OF COURSE HE 


WILL FALCON SHOW 
HIS TRUE FACE ON 
MAY VAY2 


Fo YOu REALLY CARE, 
EXCUSE ME IF | MEDDLE AGAIN , 
IN YOUR AFFAIRS, PAVEL, BUT |) 22YMON® ARE YOU AFRAIP 


: 2 #& OF GOING THROUGH A 
WHAT HAPPENED TO SOFIYA? a Am oHUATIONZ 


MOTHERFUCKER'S 
GRAND VAY. 
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WE RAN AWAY RIGHT BEFORE FEVOSEI FELL INTO 
THE HANS OF THE OKHRANA. WE HAP NOWHERE 
TO GO. | WAS A WANTEP MAN IN BIALYSTOK, SO 
WE HEADED TO OVESSA, WHERE SOFIYA'S FAMILY 


WE'VE BEEN IN THIS COUNTRY FOR 
ABOUT TWO YEARS NOW, BUT OUR THING 
BROKE OFF BEFORE WE ARRIVED. THINGS 
GOT DIFFICULT IN EKATERINOSLAV AFTER 
THE DEMONSTRATIONS IN 1905. 


at 
' 
a2, j 


c cy ~ 1. , 
SHE WAS ACCUSED OF BEING 
BUT WE WERE IN DANGER THERE AS)» ay AN ANARCHIST, BUT IN ACTUAL- W ser SA wrt My TWo oIRLS AMER 


WELL. THE POLICE HAD THEIR EYES ON wm LEARNING SHE HAP BEEN SENTENCED 
ME, ANP THEY SEARCHED THE House }~— by ees eed 401W0 AND AHALF YEARS, THE PLAN 
WHERE WE WERE HIVING. |WASNOT [oe \ WAS THAT SHE WOULD SERVE HER TIME 
THERE, BUT SOFIYA WAS ARRESTED. pu ae Y ANP THEN, UPON HER RELEASE, SHE 
Fee WOULD JOIN US HERE. 


| j e 


“Feel 
* 


: ii Pes : TEE WN Ys 
THAT WOULV'VE BEEN BETTER THAN BUT SHE'S 
BEING A WIDOW. BUT SOMETHING 
BROKE INSIVE SOFIYA DURING HER 
SPELL IN JAIL. WHEN SHE ARRIVED, 
SHE WAS ANOTHER PERSON COM- 
PLETELY. SHE DESPISED ME. SHE NO 
LONGER BELIEVEV IN ME. 


NO ONE SAIP THAT 


ANU | DON'T BLAME HER. 
IT WAS MINE. 


IT'S BEEN A WHILE SINCE 
WE'VE HAV ANYTHING TO 
DO WITH EACH OTHER. 
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=» ANZ THUS CAME MAY VAY, 1909, ANP THE FORA* 
CALLED FOR A DEMONSTRATION AT PLAZA 
LOREA. THE SOCIALISTS WENT ON TO CELEBRATE 
AT PLAZA CONSTITUCION, AWAY FROM US. IT WAS 
A BLAST. 


AND THOUGH PAVEL HELP ANOTHER 
POINT OF VIEW,HEDECIVED TO 
JOIN ME NONETHELESS, HE DIP NOT [eg 
BELIEVE IN PROTESTS. FOR HIM, THE fae, 
ONLY POSSIBLE RECOURSE AGAINST 


7m 4 
“~ae ys 
. 


TT. 
Ti 
] ¥ : 


ORAL i 
4 ah} 3 
| j ¥ at 
PAVEL LIVEV IN THE FUTURE, THE PRESENT DIV NOT 


EXIST TO HIM. HE WAS FOCUSED ON THE FUTURE, 
LABORING FOR HIS FUTURE TO COME. 


28 1 


LYUPMYLA, WHAT WOULV HAPPEN 
IF THEY GOT HOLP OF YOU ANP PUT 
YOU INSIVE A CAGE, JUST LIKE MEZ 


THAT DESTROYED HIM, BECAUSE THE 

WELL, THE FUTURE IS UNPREVICTABLE. PAVEL ONLY 
BELIEVEV IN THE CAUSE, ANP EVERYTHING ELSE, 
THE KIDS, SOFIYA, EVERYTHING THAT SURROUNVEP 


id 
§ 


LGA 


‘ WOULP YOU ENDURE? WOULP 
YOU STOP THINKING ABOUT ME JUST 
BY LIKE SOFIYA DIP WITH PAVEL? 


jt 


*FORA (FEVERACION OBRERA REGIONAL ARGENTINA): ARGENTINE 
REGIONAL WORKERS’ FEVERATION, AN ANARCHIST UNION. 
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THERE'LL BE A WAR | HE BELIEVES THE CITY FOR THE GOVERNMENT, \ THE COUNTRY’S CENTENARY 

TOPAY, SZYMON. FALCON NEEDS ORDER, ONCE AND _~ FALCON IS THE ONE WHO WILL TAKE PLACE NEXT YEAR 

WON'T RESPECT MAY DAY. FOR ALL. WILL PUTAN ENV TO AND THERE CAN BE NO 
THIS MESS. COMPLAINTS. 


50N OF THE PEOPLE, SMOTHERED BY CHAINS, 
THIS INJUSTICE CANNOT GO WITHOUT ENR. IF Your \\ Waihefoe AYO 
EXISTENCE |S .A WORLV OF DESPAIR, BETTER TO DIE THAN |. 
LWEAB.A SLAVE, BOURGEOIS, 50 SELFISH, THus PesPise | NNMNucBHIRAS 
MANKIND, THEY LL BE SWEPT ASIPE BY ANARCHISTS 
CRYING FREEPOM ANP LIBERTY FOR EVERY ONE." 
2 she ee Ci os Ay 


5 
, 


ser 
——_ # 


7 f 
ae) 


i [Ae 
' po 


» | 
a 4s bi | 
Bh ath OEM 


yar | 
‘ , 
’ | 
\ ; 


A 


* ANARCHIST ANTHEM, “HidOS PEL PUEBLO.” 


» EVERYTHING'S IN PLACE, a 


COLONEL. | AWAIT 
ORDERS, 


7'YOU KNOW SOMETHING, 
AMAPEO?2 YOU ARE BORN AN 
ANARCHIST, THERE'S NO REMEVY 
FOR THAT. 


AS A YOUNG MAN, | WAS WITHTHE 
ARMY KICKING THE HORPES OF INDIANS 
OUT OF THE DESERT, AND IT WAS 

EXACTLY THE SAME THING. YOU CANNOT 


THEY'RE THE REV 
MALON. JOLLY, YOU MAY 
PROCEED. WHENEVER 

YOUWISH. _. 


a 


* MALON: A SURPRISE ATTACK BY A GROUP OF INPIGENOUS 
HORSE RIDERS. 


THEY'RE COMING, PAVELI . 
SSS ar rt - 
THEY ARE CHARGING ee ee S WE MUST GET OUT OF 
TOWARD US. x -P; ) HERE, IT'S A MASSACRE! 


167 


——— ny | 


| SAW IT UP CLOSE, LYUPMYLA. HE WAS A FEW ME- 
TERS AWAY WHEN | SAW HIM. HE LOOKEP EXACTLY 
THE SAME AS THE COSSACK WHO KILLEP DIMITRI IN 
MY VILLAGE. HIS FACE, THOSE UNHESITATING EYES. 


IT WAS THE SAME STORY, ALBEIT IN ANOTHER COUNTRY, 
IN ANOTHER PART OF THE WORLD. | WAS STILL AMONG 
COSSACKS, NOBLES, AND A CZAR. IT WAS ALL THE SAME. 


5 Pept ae en 


re ee me re a ss ee, { o = ———__— . - abe 

COSSACKS BEATING UP WORKERS AND TAKING THEM AWAY. THEY TRIEV TO PRETEND 
AS If NOTHING HAP HAPPENED, THEY CARRIED THE BODIES OF THE FALLEN, AN? THE 
FIREMEN CLEANED THE BLOOV WITH BURSTS OF WATER IN A HURRY. 


J + 
IT WAS JUST A CELEBRATION OF 
OUR DAY. 


a htt We 


DUSK. PAVEL HAV VISAPPEAREV AMONG 
THE CROWYV, ANP | DIP NOT HEAR FROM 
HIM FOR SEVERAL DAYS. 
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| JUST CAME FROM 3 
BEA CA LORCA UI: THE ANARCHISTS AND THE 


yi SIMON, SIMON, THE ISAW ITAL. —__A SOCIALISTS HAVE DECLARED A 
| __ STRIKE (6 ON! = GENERAL STRIKE, SIMON. 


YOU KNOW, LUIGI? IT DOESN'T MATTER. ALMOST EVERYTHING 17015  \H 
THERE'S SOMETHING I'VE BUT THAT'S DANGEROUS, WRONG, FROWNED UPON, OR FORBIDDEN. | WAS JUST 
NEVER TOLD YOU BEFORE. SIMON. THEY CAN LIKE YOU IN MY COUNTRY. | USEP TOWORK,|PIDN'T = 


DEPORT YOU! 


'M AN ANARCHIST. 


GO TO SCHOOL. 7O YOU KNOW HOW 10 REAP, LUIGIZ | 
a 
i] 


A LITTLE. WELL, | 
SHOULD GO TO SCHOOL 
BOT | CAN'T. 


SS 


THE COUNTRY’S UPCOMING CELEBRATION WAS NEAR, 
AND FALCON HAP FREE REIN TO SANITIZE THE CITY, 
JUST LIKE PAVEL HAP SAID. 


THE STRIKE TOOK PLACE AMONG PEXEN- 
TIONS, THE BURNING OF BUSINESSES OWNEV 


Ze 


~) 
- 
\ 
‘ 


THE PRESIDENT DECLARED A 
STATE OF SIEGE. 
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YOU KNOW WHAT, 1552 | CAN'T 
HELP BUT AVMIRE YOU, HOW 
LONG HAVE WE KNOWN EACH 

OTHER? 


AS LONG AS 
YOu'VE WORKEP 


| CAN'T TELL IF YOU'RE LUCKY OR WHAT, 
155, BUT THE GOVERNMENT HAS THEIR EYES 
ON US RIGHT NOW. 


YOU'VE PUSHEP ME OUT INTO THE SNOW, > DON'T PESCRIBE THE 
' YOou'VE BEATEN ME, YOU'VE THROWN DETAILS OF MY DUTIES 
OTO YO O / 
FON GVO TOY OUWHAS WE TAV FREEZING WATER AT ME IN THE MIPD- RUSSIAN, 
ALARCON. HIS NAME WAS ALARCON, LE OF THE NIGHT, YOU'VE BROKEN MY ' 
RIGHTZ.. WHATEVER, PRISONER 452... fam apes ; 
IF | LET YOU DIE, I'M FUCKED. ” 


('M UNDER PRESSURE TO0, YOU UNPERSTANPZ AN 
INSPECTOR FROM BUENOS AIRES WILL ARRIVE TOMORROW 
TO SURVEY THE PREMISES. HE WANTS TO SPEAK TO YOU, 
YOU MUST BE FAIR TO ME. 


| WON'T GO MAD, MR. SAMPE- 
PRO. IF | DIE, ITLL BE BECAUSE 
OF ALL THE BEATINGS THAT | 

RECEIVE, 


| FOUND OUT THAT SAMPEDRO HAD SOMETHING I'7 
NEVER HAP: FEAR. HE WAS A COWARD, AFRAIV OF 
POLITICAL POWER FROM BUENOS AIRES. 
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| = 
INSPECTOR BARON PENA, | MUST CONFESS, RAVOWITZKY, YOU MAY SPEAK N 
HERE HE |S, PRISONER 155, s THAT | WAS CURIOUS. THERE'S AT EASE. |'M 
SIMON RAVOWITZKY. Kh\ ALOT OF TALKING ABOUT YOU LISTENING. 
- GOING ON IN THE CITY. 


IN CONFIDENCE, 
INSPECTORZ 


Af \ 
f IN ABSOLUTE CONFIDENCE. 


| HAVE BEEN SENT BY THE 


“PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC. 
YOU MUST FEAR NOTHING. 
('M ALL BARS. 


stBthiie 


ee ll 
tare 


P| INSPECTOR GASP, ANT I'M NOT BRAGGING, 


PT § 


WORDS WERE SHOOTING OUT OF MY MOUTH. 
™ A PITY THAT, AFTER TWO HOURS, MY THROAT 


EVERYTHING HE SAYS ‘ R COULV NOT COPE WITH IT ANYMORE. 


GET SOME REST, RAVOWITZKY. 


YOU MUST SERVE YOUR TIME, I5 COMPLETE BULLI | 1) Hi 
BUT DON'T DO IT AS A MARTYR. ply L, ] Re IL & 
; | ASSURE YOU, | WAS SPEECHLESS, JUST LIKE THE 
ax INSPECTOR, THE INMATE. }| VEAREST INSPECTOR, WHO PAINSTAKINGLY 


WROTE DOWN PAGES ANP PAGES IN HIS 


I5 PELIRIOUS. 
= < NOTEBOOK. 


| SAW YOU WRAP YOUR ARMS 
AROUND MY BOVY AND CARE- 
FULLY REMOVE THE STRIPES OFF 
MY SUIT UNTIL THE EXHAUSTION 
SUBSIDED. 


3 _-._ aes 


\ SS 
ie) AND DESPITE IT ALL, | WASN'T REALLY THERE fm 
a) = ANYMORE... 
=" ——— 


>a. | gis 


THEY LIFTED THE STRIKE A WEEK LATER. I TRIEV TO 
SEE PAVEL, WHOM | KNEW NOTHING ABOUT SINCE THE 
REPRESSION AT THE SQUARE. 


a 


| GUESS YOU'VE 
COME TO SEE PAVEL? 


YOU SHOULP STAY AWAY 
FROM HIM. YOU'VE JUST MET 
HIM, RIGHTZ 


YOU WON'T PARE WELL. IT'S NOT LIKE THAT, 
PAVEL ONLY MAKES S0FIYA, PAVEL IS A 
MATTERS WORSE. COMRAPE. 


YES... WELL, 
NO, SHE'LL BE 
HERE SOON. 
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('M GLAV NOTHING HAPPENED TO 
YOU THE OTHER PAY. HAVE YOU 
READ THE NEWS FROM SPAINZ 


WHILE | SEW FOR THE WHORES. 


iN 
| Vgc 


| G0, GO DEFEND THE WORKERS 


YS. I'VE READ IN LA PRO- [EF UE WAS AN EVUCATOR, SZYMON. ANU THE 
TESTA THAT THEY HAVE KING HAS DONE HIM IN. THERE ARE MANY 
EXECUTEV TEACHER FERRER* SPANIARDS HERE WHO LOVE THAT KING OF 
IN BARCELONA. SPAIN. WE'LL PUNISH THEM, SZYMON, FOR 
——"- FERRER AND FOR THE FALLEN OF MAY DAY. 


'VE GOT FRIENDS, EXPERTS. 
THEY HAVE MATERIALS KNOW- 
HOW, ANP THEY'LL DELIVER [re 
A BOMB TO ME IN TWO DAYS' Ae 


THE SPANISH MONARCHS WILL HAVE A 
MASS IN CARMEN CHAPEL NEXT 
SUNDAY. I'LL BLOW THESE 

MOTHERFUCKERS UP SKY-HIGH. 


BY FIRING SQUAT IN 1904. 
178 


i= 


BUT | PIPN'T HEAR FROM PAVEL AGAIN AFTER 
THAT. | WALKEP? AROUND THE CHAPEL ON THE SET 
DATE, AND | SAW HIM. YET | WAS POWERLESS. 


> 


ee | — 
i a WW 
hi | By. 
| 
= 
: r | 
: r 
sire, = iil iit 
ee a a RS rig 
. dl 
=e | 
HE HAP DECIDED TO ACT ALONE, TO WALK WOULD BE AFTER HIM ANP DIPN'T WANT TO 


INTO THE CHAPEL AND PLANT THE BOMB... 


te fae 


— 2 2 
2a 4a 


= ——— 
a 


= 7 Fv nz 
THERE WAS NOTHING | COULV PO BUT 
TO AVOIV BEING CAUGHT MYSELF. “3 
f a — = = Se 


NE 
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THAT DAY | BEGAN TO LIVE IN THE 


me, FUTURE, JUST LIKE PAVEL DID. 


JUSTICE FOR THOSE WHO HAP DIED & | FL 


IN THE VILLAGE, FOR THE DEAV OF 
EKATERINOSLAV, OF PLAZA LOREA. 


> Wet 
| SWORE THEY WOULD PAY IN BLOOD. 


i 
MY LIFE a NOT MATTER ANY- 
MORE, NOTHING ELSE MATTERED, 
ONLY TO HAVE JUSTICE SERVED. 


JUSTICE FOR VIMITRI, 
FEVOSEI, AND PAVEL. 


aie 
MESS > M4 | wou KILL 


yess] on a ad fees 


I | /OUL? KILL 
FALCON. 
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=: = — a 
BY THEN, | HAP STARTEP WORKING AT ZAMBONI 
METAL SHOPS. EACH OF US WORKERS HAD A LOCKER 


WITH A KEY. IT WAS THE PERFECT PLACE TO HIDE THE 
DEVICE, 


BUT TIMES WERE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF f 
EKATERINOSLAV AND FEVOSEI. | WOULY USE 
A HAND GRENAPE, 


i | GOT SOME MATERIALS FROM THE SHOP, THE 
BOMB WAS MAVE BY SPANISH EXPERTS 
WITH A CARRIAGE HUB CAP | HAP GIVEN 
THEM. 


he T 


_4A} AND ONE DAY, ALL WAS SET. THE ONLY THING 

ae LEFT 10 DECIVE WAS WHERE AND WHEN TO 

=| ACT. | CHANGED MY APPEARANCE ANP STOPPED fi 
el) FREQUENTING ANARCHIST HANGOUTS, 

! ef i . 


ter». 
ou E j rcs cs 
AFTER WORK, | WOULV FOLLOW THE ARROGANT , | ONLY HAP TO WAIT FOR THE RIGHT 


COSSACK, WHO REPUSEV GUARVS ANP . ; MOMENT. FOR THAT, THOUGH, | HAP 
PROTECTION EVEN IN THE FACE OF A THREAT. | ALL THE TIME IN THE WORLD, 


i, 7 
* | VF - . > 1 
| ae 
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AND THE FUTURE BECAME THE PRESENT.1 J ~ 1 | THE PRESENT, ITS ROUTINES, HAD 
LEFT MY JOB. PROM THAT MOMENT ON, TIME | A SENSELESS AND ABSURD AIR 
BEGAN TO STRETCH AND MOVE GRUELINGLY ABOUT IT. BECAUSE, WHEN YOU 


ARE IN THE FUTURE, THERE ARE NO 
MORE VOICES AROUND YOU, THERE 


yas 
Aba 6 RES SS Bon 


Ey [5 NOTHING THAT CAN SLOW DOWN THE MY ROOMMATES, THE JOKES, EVERYTHING THAT 
IVEA. ANV THE IVEA, LIKE A RELENTLESS PISTON, || TOOK PLACE IN THE LAST FEW DAYS, EVEN PAVEL, DID 
PUNCHES OUT IN ITS QUEST TO EMERGE FROM THE NOT MATTER IN THE FUTURE. | GUESS HE MUST HAVE 
SURFACE. EXPERIENCEV THE SAME FEELING THAT DAY WHEN HE 

PLANTED THE BOMB AT THE CHAPEL. 


THE DEVICE WAS A KITE CORP TYING MY BOY TO THE 


FUTURE ON THAT NOVEMBER SUNDAY, SLEEP EASY, 


VASYA. I'M 
LEAVING EARLY 
toply. 


PFFF, YOU EVEN 
WORK SUNDAYS, 
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| WANTED TO DRES6 UP FOR THE MEETING WITH j OULY WURTHUE CREEICE DO 
£ THe Cossack. EVERY Tine THEY exreneD my THe FR) HLA Bie te, anv roe tua 1 WANTED 


UNIFORM | HAP. 


q VERMIN. 


' 


— Se” 2 i a S See O28) & ten 


MY FATHER WOULV HAVE ABHORREV WHAT | VIP. 
REVENGE IS NOT FOR A GOOP JEW TO SEEK, EVEN 


FALCON WOULD PAY FOR ALL THOSE WHO, 

LIKE HIMSELF, VIOLATED, MAVVENEV, AND |} i 

DESTROYED SO MANY LIVES, THOUGH FOR ME IT MEANT JUSTICE, as 
ain 


iE — Fi 
THE ZEALOTS ALSO DEFENDED THEIR 
WORLD FROM THE INVAVING ROMAN. | gue 
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IF WAS A SUNDAY IN NOVEMBER, AND FALCON 
WAS HEADING TO A FUNERAL AT RECOLETA = 
CEMETERY. A LARGE PART OF THE OLIGARCHY 

Bl WAS PRESENT THAT DAY, 


—— 


— 


iin i 
iunRaiiy: 


| RECALL THE WARM AIR OF SPRING AND 
THE NOISE OF THE TRAM BEHIND ME AS | 
GOT OFF AT THE STOP. 


Eee CANT eS 0 OO Ee 
g/|_REQUIES | COULV NOT THROW THE BOMB THERE. THOSE BOUR- 


SSS GLOIS WERE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE COSSACK. I'M 


ait « 
A Fe oe oe 


— 
CORPS WILL BE MISSED, MAAM, | | 


HIS ABSENCE IN THE POLICE il 
\ PLEASE VO NOTE THAT | HAVE LOST % 


7 
A FRIEND. BY 


~ 
5 
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LET'S GO, JUAN. IT'S GETTING LATE, ‘i By THANK YOU, COLONEL. 
‘LL TELL THE DRIVER TO TAKE YOU ji IT'S A NICE DAY, ISN'T 


> 


HOME AFTER DROPPING ME OFF. 1 Sm 
3 “4  - <i ol 4 y / 


YES, IT'S A NICE DAY. 7 theese =. 
WE'LL HAVEAVERY HOT et eX “ Meer eL ON? 
ae ISS Be . 


SUMMER, IT SEEMS. 


—\ 
ALL 


My 


—_ 
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cj 
pieslep’ 


Ver 
aos 
vals 


a 
a 


* IN YIVDISH: "GREETINGS FROM VIMITRI, COSSACK!" 
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CATCH THAT 
BASTARD! 


LARTIGAU...ARE YOU 
ALRIGHT? 


LL —SS ESSE 


| WANTED TO RUN TO EKATERINOSLAV, BUT | DIDN'T KNOW HOW TO RUN ANYMORE 
1O THE VNIEPER, AND STAY BY YOUR LIKE | VIP ON THAT WINTER AFTERNOON AS A 
SIDE, LYUPMYLA. KID, WHEN | ESCAPE FROM THE COSSACKS. 


©” | THERE WAS NO AIR IN MY LUNGS, NO BARN 
, 10 HIDE IN. 
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—————— a 2 
LUIGI WAS AMONG THEM. | DON'T KNOW HOw HE exes. "M IM NOT A KILLER, LUIGI... | SERVED 
j MANAGED TO FOLLOW ME. | SAW PITY ON HIS y JUSTICE. | WON'T BE A LAUGHING- 
FACE But ALS0 AVMIRATION mole LeSAat Ae ”% &§ f nes 


We ARE CAPABLE OF DECIVING 
WHEN 10 DIE. THAT IS THE 
PRIVILEGE OF MAN 


THAT'S WHAT Dist INGUISHES 
US FROM BEASTS. FEVOSEI WAS 
RIGHT, 
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WHO CARES! CAN'T 
h YOU SEE HE SPEAKS 
‘2 IN RUSSIANZ 
5 7 i 


RUSSIAN 


FOR AN INSTANT, | BUILT THE i, ae WHAT PIP THAT 
5CUM! 


FUTURE. OR 50 | THOUGHT WHEN | fs SWINE JUST 
COMMITTEP THE ACT. : 


BUT | FELL INTO THE PRESENT, AND THE 
SOUNDS, THE BODY, THE SMELL —IT ALL 
TOOK SHAPE AROUND ME. 


YOU KILLED THE COLONEL! 
YOU KILLEP MY COLONEL, 
» YOU SON OF A BITCHI 


STOP, STOP, VON'T KILL 
HIM! THAT'D BE TOO 


*IN YIPPISH:"D 
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SRS 


~ ——_ se > HR = ~ Z ; 
5; N) FOR THEM, BECAUSE MY DEATH WOULD HAVE 
T WOULD 'VE BE Y 
l Weaeee em ) PREVENTED ALL THE PROTESTS THAT HAP 
; 1] BEEN TAKING PLACE SINCE I'VE BEEN HERE. 


= 


ANU FOR ME, BECAUSE | WOULI'VE 
BEEN DELIVERED FROM ALL THE CAGES 
|'VE BEEN LANGUISHING IN SINCE THEN. 


> 
\ 


= 


> a —i~ OUT. EVERYBOPY OUT. THERE'S A VESSEL 
ih Ny Tit IN TROUBLE AT THE PORT. THE DIRECTOR IS 
WN eceedAul REQUESTING THE HELP OF ALL INMATES, 
| rs " ' 

ATH 

cn 


ba lit 
Ug 


' i 2g. 
ree Why &~ A Ba 
P Se) 


THE MONTE CERVANTES, APPARENTLY 
IT HIT SOME REEF AND IS HALF-SUNK IN 
i? - THE BAY, THERE ARE PLENTY of 
Vi Sa SURVIVORS, AND THE CITY LACKS 

| SUPPLIES FOR ALL THE AFFECTED, THE 
DIRECTOR HAS OFFERED THE INMATES’ 
HELP IN EVERYTHING YOU CAN 
CONTRIBUTE. 


#\ , 


- 
NOT YOU, 155. VON'T WORRY, | 
THOSE ARE THE UNDERSTAND. 


ORVERS. 


YEAH, HE WAS THE ONE WHO PRO- 
POSED THE ACT OF SOLIVARITY TO 
THE DIRECTOR. 


(BED YN | WOULP NEVER HAVE THOUGHT THAT A SHIPWRECK, 
Lemme COUPLE TO A RANZOM STRING OF COINCIPENCES, 
WOUL? AMOUNT 10 THE BEGINNING OF THE END. 


==. 
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WE ARE LEAVING, 155. IT 
LOOKS LIKE EVERYBOVY WANTS 
YOU FOR AN INTERVIEW NOW 
THAT YOU'RE FAMOUS. 


THERE SEEMS TO BE A NEWSPAPER JOURNALIST § 
AMONG THE SHIPWRECKED. HE REQUESTED 
PERMISSION TO MR. VIRECTOR TO CONDUCT AN 
INTERVIEW WITH YOu, AND THE MAN AGREED. 
HOW DIFFERENT THINGS ARE NOW THAT PICCINI |S 
= NOT AROUND, RUSSIAN. 


| DON'T 
UNDERSTAND. 


IT WAS A TRAP, LYUPMYLA. 
| WAS SURE OF IT. 


ROCHA ANY SAMPEVRO HAP BEEN 
SUSPENDED, ALONG WITH PICCINI. THE NEW 
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF THE PRISON WAS A 
LOT MORE HUMANE THAN THOSE BEASTS. 
STILL, | TRUST NO ONE. 


| BRING YOU GREETINGS FROM 
SALVAVORA ONRUBIA, 
MY BOSS'S WIFE... 


HERE HE |S: ARE YOU 
PRISONER 155. SIMON 
RAVOWITZKY? 
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® | COULDN'T BELIEVE IT. HE WASN'T AN UNDER- 
COVER SNITCH. HE WAS A REAL JOURNALIST. 


ANV YOU CANNOT IMAGINE HOW 
MUCH THEY ARE 50, THERE WAS 
A HUGE SCANVAL WHEN WE 
READ THE INSPECTOR GENERAL'S 

ACCOUNT ABOUT WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING HERE, 


'M GLAV TO BE ABLE TO 
SPEAK THROUGH YOU TO 
ALL THOSE COMRADES 
CONCERNED ABOUT ME. 


[THE WORKERS CALLED 
é | 0 
| ALLIES AND YOUR NAME WAG 


HEARV EVERYWHERE, 
RADPOWITZKY. 


| REALIZED THAT | WAS FORTY YEARS OLV 
AND THAT | HAD SPENT MORE THAN HALF 
OF THOSE YEARS BEHIND BARS. 


SUDDENLY, TWENTY YEARS IN CAGES FELL TELL ME, RAVOWIIZKY, 


UPON MY BEING LIKE A HAMMER ON AN 
ANVIL, LYUPMYLA. 


HAVE YOU RESIGNEV NO WAY. | AM CERTAIN 
YOURSELF? ALL THIS IS 
TEMPORARY. 


YOU KNOW? MANY MAY DAYS HAVE 
PASSED SINCE YOUR IMPRISONMENT. TOVAY 
5 A WELL-EARNEV CELEBRATION FOR THE 
WORKING CLASS. 10 SOME DEGREE, IT 
REPRESENTS A PERSONAL TRIUMPH. 


EVERY WORD HE UTTERED WAS LIKE YEARS TUMBLING IN MY 
HEAD. | COULYN'T TELL IF IT THAT WAS A GOOP THING AT ALL. 


ae 
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| BRING YOU NEWS FROM YOUR 
FATHER. HE HAS WRITTEN TO THE 
NEWSPAPER AND TO PRESIVENT > 
YRIGOYEN ASKING FOR CLEMENCY iS 
AND AMNESTY IN YOUR CASE. 4 


MY FATHERZ... YES, HE IS APPEALIING 
FROM MILWAUKEE IN THE 
UNITED STATES, WHERE 


YOUR FAMILY LIVES. 


; » i 

h ram Tt . th. —————  — x LE 7a: 
Td TWENTY YEARS WITHOUT HEARING FROM THEM. YOU MADE IT 
= IN THE END, OLD NACHMAN. YOU TOOK THE FAMILY 1O AMERICA. 
WHERE WOUL? YOU BE NOW, LYUPMYLAZ 


i ;| De Sa 


” QUICK! WRITE 
SOMETHING. 


'M SORRY, | MUST EX- 
CUSE MYSELF FOR A 
FEW MINUTES, 


Be | | WROTE WHATEVER CAME TO ME, A GREETING 
Io) TO THOSE WHO WERE STRUGGLING SO HARP FOR 
MY RELEASE. THE JOURNALIST ASKEV ME TO SIGN 
IT, AS PROOF THAT | WAS ALIVE, 
= _ 2 


ENOUGH. THE VI a GOOP LUCK, 
PRISONER MUST RETURN RAVOWITZKY. YOUR 
TO HIS CELL. COMRAPES WILL RECEIVE 
YOUR WORPS, 


'LLESCORT YOU >, 
OUT, MR. SARZABAL, / 


: | yee! 4 ih Sa 
HOW COULD | HAVE EVER IMAGINED ALL THE 
EVENTS THAT WOULV OCCUR DUE TO THAT 
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S50METIMES | THINK OF THE WORLV AS SOMETHING \ 
MY FATHER PROBABLY HASN'T 
50 DISTANT FROM US, AS SOMETHING WE FELL INTO ] CHANGED ho if SURE HE 
RING, ANP HOW SHE ONCE SAW HER SON FALL INTO 
\55UE5, WERE | NOT HERE. HE WAS 
THE OUTER REACHES OF THE WORLD. MAPE TO SUFFER. 


if 


Pee | 
so 
oe LESS 
| 


or 


= a = “ee, <= 
“2 > . A G S 
| WAS UNFAIR 10 a WHICH WE ALL ARE | 
i THEM, ENRIQUE. | NN | 
IT COULD'VE BEEN DIFFERENT. THEY \ WHA © HATE? THEM FOR 


WERE ONLY TRYING TO AVOIV BE- 
ING DEVOUREV BY THE COSSACKS. 


WHO THEY WERE. 


NOT QUITE... 
AN ANARCHIST JEW, DAMAGED 
AND LOST AT THE END OF THE 
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SS >. ~~ = 


AUTUMN AGAIN...AND STRENGTH BEGAN TO LEAVE MY | WAS AND FELT ALIVE, BUT MY BOPY DIP NOT THINK 
BOPY. THAT WINTER WAS GOING TO BE ROUGH, THE SAME WAY. TUBERCULOSIS WAS TAKING ITS TOLL. 


IGHT AS WELL HAVE BEEN THE LAST. 


oa oy = ~. ~ 
‘ ~ 
“ 
q 


COME WITH US, 155. 
THEY WANT YOU AT THE 
DIRECTOR'S OFFICE. 


CONGRATULATIONS, 
RAVOWITZKY. 70 YOU 
KNOW WHAT | HOLP IN 
MY HAN?S? 


W THERE'VE BEEN CHANGES IN BUENOS 
AIRES. NEW HORIZONS. WHAT | HOLP IN 
MY HANDS |S A GENEROUS PRESIVENTIAL 

PARDON THAT INVOLVES SOME OF THE 
INMATES IN THE PRISON. IN PARTICULAR, 
ANARCHISTS LIKE YOURSELF. 


eee a) |e 


(/ YOUR NAME IS IN THIS 
} POCUMENT, RAVOWITZKY. 
| REPEAT, CONGRATULATIONS. 
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PRISONER 165, ENRIQUE NO, HE IS NOT, THERE I5 A 
ARNOLD, |S HE AMONG THE COMMUTATION OF HIS SENTENCE, | 
BENEFICIARIES? BUT HE HAS NOT BEEN PARVONED,. | 


HE DESERVES 10 BE OUT 
OF HERE MORE THAN | VO, 


PLEASE NOTE, MR. VIRECTOR, 
THAT IF I'M STILL ALIVE, IT'S 
BECAUSE OF THAT WHICH YOU 
CALL CREED. 


HOW FAR POES YOUR CREEV GO, RAVOWIIZKY2 FOR 
ONCE IN YOUR LIFE, WHY CAN'T YOU JUST TAKE WHAT 
YOU HAVE BEFORE YOU AS IT COMES? YOU HAVE BEEN 
\MPRISONEP FOR TWENTY-ONE YEARS, |S THAT ALL YOU fal 
HAVE TO SAY ON THE EVE OF YOUR RELEASE? ~ 


WHATEVER, RAVOWITZKY. WE WILL NEVER F May | SAY GOOV BYE T 
UNPERSTANV ZACH OTHER. YOUR WORKING-CLASS 
COMRADES HAVE SENT YOU SOME MONEY. THE 
DAY AFTER TOMORROW YOU ARE FREE. | WARN 
YOU THAT YOUR PARDON HAS CAUSEP A HUGE STIR. 


| GRANT YOU THE 
EXCEPTION. 


191 


GOOVBYE, COMRAPE. 
YOU WILL BE MISSED. 


| CANNOT GRASP THE LABYRINTH SOMETIMES.| Jame mg G00 LUCK, ENRIQUE, 
| WHY ALL THIS SADNESS UPON LEAVING THIS pe | SOON THERE'LL BE AN 
AMNESTY FOR YOU ALL. 


TAKE CARE, 
"INTELLECTUAL." 


HOW COULD | FORGET THE DAY ALL 
THIS BEGAN. 


ar art. ase 
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HERE YOU HAVE HIM, YOUR 
HONOR. | WARN YOU, HE IS 
IMPASSIVE, 


NO. THE BULLET WENT 
THROUGH ANP THROUGH, OUT 
HIS BACK. IF HE AIMEV AT THE 
HEART, HE MISSEP THE SHOT. 


WILL HE DIE, 
VOCTORZ 


NO. ALL | KNOW [5 THAT 

“=| HE'S AN ANARCHIST. HE 

CAN'T STOP REPEATING IT 
OVER ANP OVER. 


YOU KNOW | THINK HE 
SURVIVE BECAUSE HE'S 
LEFT-HANDEP. 


MY Try To SHooT YOURSELF IN 
THE HEART WITH YOUR LEFT 
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EH, RUSSIAN, CAN 
YOU HEAR ME? YOUR 
HONOR HAS COME. 


Vz 
YOU SEE, THERE'S 
NO WAY AROUND 


LONG LIVE IT. 


ANARCHY! 


WHAT YO YOU THINK, } : 
YOUR HONOR? 


WE'LL SEE IN THE 
NEXT FEW DAYS. 


[KNEW WHATTHAT JUDGE WAS | | 
TALKING ABOUT. THERE WERE 
RAZZIAS, A STATE OF SIEGE, ae 


AND SEVERAL ANARCHISTS HAP 
BEEN DETAINED. 


UT OWN 
FORA SCHOOLS ANP 
LIBRARIES. 


== 


AFTER A FEW DAYS, | WAS TRANSPERREV 

TO A CELL AT LAS HERAS PENITENTIARY. GOOP MORNING. | SEF 

THE JUDGE CAMETO VISIT ME AGAIN A YOU'RE NOW FULLY 

WEEK LATER, RECOVERED. 

ir. , 2 > 

YOU KNOW? WE 

HAVE NEWS ABOUT 
you, 
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FINE, SUIT YOURSELF. VO NOT REPLY IF YOU PON'T WANT TO, YOU'LL DO 
50 EVENTUALLY, ANYWAY, LET ME EXPLAIN: TWO INDIVIPUALS WHO 
CLAIM TO BE LIVING IN THE SAME ROOM AT THE CONVENTILLO, TWO 

RUSSIANS LIKE YOURSELF, HAVE COME FORWARV WITH YOUR STORY. 


| WANT YOU BY MY OFFICE 
) TOMORROW MORNING, I'LL 
TAKE YOUR DEPOSITION. 


~ | 


ANU 50 THEY SLOWLY GOT TO KNOW WHO 
| WAS ANP WHO | WAS MEETING WITH. 


THEY EVEN QUESTIONEV SOFIYA, WHO REFUSE? | MUST INFORM YOU, tis REGRET THE DEATH OF THE 
KNOWING ME ALTOGETHER. BUT MY ROOMMATES THAT YOU HAVE SUCCEEDED. | SECRETARY. | ONLY WANTE? 
WERE DEPORTEV BY THE POLICE AFTER THE | BOTH COLONEL FALCON AND | TO AVENGE UPON FALCON 
INTERRO HIS SECRETARY, LARTIGAU, | ALL THAT BLOOD SPILLED AT 
a Ye! os HAVE PERISHED. PLAZA LOREA, ALL THOSE 


WORKERS SLAIN. 


GO AHEAD, 


YOU MAY 
COME IN. 


=) rer 


PVM TWENTY 
YEARS OLP. 


| LIED, LYUPMYLA. | WAS S50 YOUNG BACK THEN THAT 
| LIED. | WANTED TO PRETEND THAT | WAS OLVER. 


TELL ME, SIMON. [eum 
HOW OLP ARE YOu? AT IN@R) 


| VO NOT BELIEVE YOu, BOY. YOU 
ARE AT LEAST TWENTY-FOUR 
YEARS OF AGE. YOU'LL BE EAGER 
TO TALK, SIMON. LET ME TELL You, 
THOUGH, THAT MY INVESTIGATIONS 
ARE FLAWLESS. | WILL KNOW IT 
ALL, WITH OR WITHOUT YOUR 
HELP. BRING HIM BACK NEXT WEEK. 


P 


oo) , 
vay ee 
a 
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, » THE JUPGE NEEPS YOU 10 BE OLPER THAN 
dan tingatveve \ TWENTY-Wo, You BETTER BELIEVE WHAT 
SPEC IEA I'MTELLING YOU. ANT’ | SAY IT AGAIN, YOU 
TURE NER WILL BE WHATEVER AGE YOUR HONOR 
? WANTS YOU TO BE, 


WE HAVE RECEIVEV A YOCU- 


THEY NEEDED MEO BE OLDER THAN TWENTY-TWO. BREAKING NOW, MENT TOPAY, WHICH THINK 


ONLY THEN WOUL? THEY BE ABLE0 KILL ME BY OE oo 


O O 
I} FIRING SQUAP. THERE WAS NO DEATH PENALTY FOR SEE HOW EVERYTHING ng os i gee. eae 
S THOSE BELOW THAT AGE IN ARGENTINA, THE JUPICIAL IS CLEARING UP ONF 
CIRCUS LASTED SEVERAL MONTHS, 


STEP AT A TIME? HERE, VON'T YOU? 


Don't mess witH 


JOSE, BRING ME 
ME, RAVOWTIZKY. a cue ioe aciites, 


YOU LOVE RUNAROUNDS, 
DON'T YOUZ LET'S SEE IF 
THIS CONVINCES YOU TO 
TELL ME SOMETHING. 


ers 


i 
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HEREI VO YOU met 2 TALKING ABOUT. I'VE NEVER 
RECOGNIZE THIS? BS SEEN THAT PAPER IN MY LIFE. 


US BY SOME INDIVIPUALS WHO CLAIM 10 BE 
COUSINS OF YOURS, WE HAVE TRANSLATED IT, 
ALTHOUGH | SUPPOSE YOU'RE ABLE TO REAP IT 
AS IT IS, (1S YOUR BIRTH CERTIFICATE, ISSUE? 

BY A SYNAGOGUE IN YOUR COUNTRY. 


LOOKWHATIGOT \_ / | DON'TKNOW WHAT YOU'RE THIS POCUMENT HERE HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO 


IT SAYS HERE THAT YOU'RE 
FIGHTEEN YEARS AND 


SZYMON, 
SZYMONI 


THESE ARE YOUR 


SEVEN MONTHS OLD! COUSINS, CORRECT? 
a? COME ON, SIMON, 
LET'S PUT AN END 


TO THIS FARCE. 


as 


= 
“ 
ss ae 


_aer~ 
ae 


| VIP NOT ASK FOR YOUR RELATIVE IS A MURPERER, 


YOUR HELP, MOSHE. | BEG YOU, YOUR HONOR, THE BOY \ { RABBI. ITS A SHAME THAT THIS POCU- 
IS NOT EVIL. HE'S JUST MAPPENED, MENT PREVENTS HIM TO BE SENTENCE? 
IVEAS. VO NOT KILL HIM, ME ASSURE YOU, HE WILL PAY DEARLY 


FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE. 
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re 
WHY, SZYMONZ DO NOTFORGETOF Vn See ee | JUST SAID HE IS 
|, MOSHE. § 
Nes 70 NOT UNDERSTAND WRONG, THAT THAT 
= ISN'T THE WAY, 


RUSSIAN HERE, 


BH, YOUR HONOR HAS SAID 
YOU SHOULP SPEAK IN PLAIN 
SPANISH, RUSSIAN. 


" LOOK AMER GRIGORI. 
HE'LL BE ALONE NOW, 


4]! 


ILL 
Ee || 
De 


F” | WANT10 RETURN 
40 MY CELL, YOUR 
HONOR. 
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LIFE, LYVMYLA. | GOT LIFE FOR BEING 
UNDERAGE. ANV FOR BEING A PANGEROUS 
EXAMPLE TO SOCIETY. 


WHAT'S WORSE, LYUPMYLA, THEY EVENTUALLY 

GOT HOLP OF GRIGORI ANP BANISHEV HIM. THEY 
BANISHEV EVERYTHING FALCON'S ASSASSIN EVER 
TOUCHED. 


r 


THIS ONE'S READY, BOYS. IF HE JUMPS 
OVERBOARD, | ASSURE YOU THAT HE'LL 
END UP SLEEPING AT THE BOTTOM OF 
THE SEA OF BAHIA BLANCA. 


WE NEVER HEARV FROM HIM AGAIN. 
NEITHER MY PARENTS AND SIBLINGS, 
NOW IN AMERICA, NOR MY AUNT, WHO 
STAYED BEHIND IN RUSSIA. NO ONE 
KNOWS WHAT HAPPENEV TO GRIGORI. 


as 


| GUESS HE MAY BE WANVERING 


iv 


WHERE COULV GRIGORIBE2 i 
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— :, 

ANV 50 ONE DAY THEY TRANSFERRED US ALL TO 1) REEDUCATION, THEY CALL IT, INCIPENTALLY, 

OSHUAIA'S PRISON. THAT CAGE WITH THOUSANDS OF THE VERY SAME YEAR THEY FOUNVED THE 

CAGES WHERE | STILL DWELL. THE PRIVE OF THE PRISON, THEY ALSO FOUNVED THE CENTER 
BLIC'S PRISON SYSTEM. WHERE GRIGORI WAS INTERNED. 


‘a eae IPS 
ts = Ss 
Sa ‘ 


We THE JOURNEY TO USHUAIA LASTED A MONTH, 

sp) ey AND NEARLY SERVED MY TIME BEFORE IT 

en WAS DUE. | SPENT SEVERAL DAYS SPITTING 
SO0T AFTER MY ARRIVAL. 


WHAT PROBABLY SAVEV ME WAS THE 
SIGHT OF THE SEAGULLS FLYING OVER THE 
SHIP EVERY NOW ANP THEN, ATTEMPTING 
TO STEAL A BITE. 
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) AFILTHY SHIP BROUGHT ME HERE ONE VAY, ANP SOON 

M® ANOTHER ONE WILL TAKE ME CLOSER TO YOU. IT'S JUST Ff 
A MATTER OF PATIENCE, THE STEAMER THAT WILL TAKE 
Mé TO BUENOS AIRES ARRIVES IN TWO DAYS. 


TWENTY-ONE DAYS WITHOUT SEE- 
ING A CHILD. LUIG| MUST BE ABOUT 
TWENTY-EIGHT ALREADY...HE MIGHT 
EVEN HAVE CHILVREN OF HIS OWN. 


THE WORLD DIV NOT WAIT FOR ME, 

LYUPMYLA. | WAS A PREHISTORIC 

ANIMAL HELP PRISONER IN A REALITY 
THAT HAV CHANGEV COMPLETELY. 


| WAS WAKING UP FROM A LETHARGY, ONLY 
TO LEARN THAT THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION 2 
| HAP TRIUMPHEP IN RUSSIA, THAT EUROPE 
HAV BEEN VECIMATEP IN A WORLV WAR. 

50 MANY UNBELIEVABLE THINGS... 


EXCUSE ME, 
MISTER. ARE YOU 
A. RAVOWITZKY? 
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| TOLD YOu, 
MATEO! HE'S 
RAVOWITZKY! 
we ~ j - 


| WAS A CAUSE CELEBRE NOW. ANU | EXPERIENCEV MANY 
CURIOUS EVENTS DURING MY SHORT STAY IN USHUAIA AS | 


THUS THE FAMOUS RAVOWITZKY KICKED OFF THE 
FOOTBALL MATCH BETWEEN THE LOCAL MIXEV 
! TEAM AND THE PARVONEV INMATES. 
YOU WOULV 
HONOR US, 
RAVOWITZKY. 


A FAMOUS NOBOVY INSIVE 50 HUGE A CAGE THAT 
CAUSEV HIM VERTIGO ON EVERY STEP HE TOOK. 


IT'S A REMARKABLE PAY! 
WE ARE HONORED TO 

HAVE THE FAMOUS 
RAVOWITZKY KICK OFF 
THE MATCH! 


SOMEONE TAKE A 
PICTURE, PLEASEl 


WHO WOULT HAVE 
Pe OUGHT. AINT IT 


- 


i — Tr * 
|” 
OS TT 
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V You'Re FAMOUS NOW. \/~, i 
I'LL NEVER SEE YOU AGAIN 
ligt SS) ANT I'VE BEEN SUSPENDED 


. FROM WORK BECAUSE oF IN MY LIFE, SAMPEVRO. IM 
X ee FREE OF YOU, 


‘ 


ANV YOU WILL FUCK IT ALL 
UP AGAIN, BECAUSE THAT IS 
YOUR NATURE. 


/ TIME PASSES BY, ANP 
SOON EVERYTHING 
RETURNS TO ORDER, 


YOU SAVEV YOURSELF, wl 


BUT YOU KNOW WHAT? as 
TIMES CHANGE. I'LL GO ene 
BACK TO MY Duties AT |] (ag 


THE PENITENTIARY SOON. Atioemmaet™ 3 


a 


| COULDN'T KILL YOu, BUT | COUL? a aes 
MAKE YOU WISH FOR IT. ANZ YOu ~ KATURN aA RISON, 
STILL WERE NOT AFRAID OF ME. RUSSIAN. 


WHY VO YOU 
HATE ME, 
SAMPEVROZ 


BECAUSE YOU WERE 
NEVER AFRAID OF 
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— =a 


('M PORTY-ONE YEARS OL 


wae 


YOU MAY HAVE A PARTNER, CHILDREN, 
THERE |S NOTHING LEFT BETWEEN US, BUTI © 


= =~: =) 
t - - 7 7 Pe . } 


YOU'RE JUST A 
MEMORY, BUT YOU 
SAVEV MY LIFE. 


i 
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| NEVER ARRIVE? IN BUENOS AIRES. PRESIVENT YRIGOYEN 
SIGNED THE PARDON BUT LIKEWISE ORPERED MY 
BANISHMENT. 


| mal a 
| Wo 
ARG. 


= ae “ EVER 50 SLY, YRIGOYEN GOT TO PLEASE 
—; ULV NEVER SET FOOT ON — 7 
Roa ENTINE SOIL AGAIN. . EVERYBOVY. HE PARDONEV THE ANAR- 


Be 


| VID NOT LEARN OF IT UNTIL | 
REACHED MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY. 


NONETHELESS, | HAV PECIVED 
TO RETURN TO RUSSIA. 
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[...] Just as today there exist primitive men, there also exist advanced types of 
superior humanity. Just as there are men who experience stages of awareness 
inherent to ages past, there are also others who live ahead of the mean evolution 
of the species by centuries. 


Federica Montseny, 1957 
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WHAT'S 
URUGUAY 
LIKE, SIMONZ 


| ALWAYS WANTED 10 
GOTO AMERICA. 
lgnaiee IVE GOT MANY 
a ; FRIENDS IN URUGUAY, 
SINCE | LIVED THERE 
FOR ALMOST FIVE 
YEARS. 


WERE THEY 
COMRADES? 


YES. AFTER MY 
BANISHMENT FROM 
ARGENTINA, | 
WANTEP TO RETURN 
TO RUSSIA. 


YOU KNOW, JOSEP? | USEV TO HAVE 
A PARTNER IN RUSSIA, BUT UPON MY 
RELEASE AFTER TWENTY-ONE YEARS 
BEHIND BARS, | BARELY KNEW A 
THING ABOUT WHAT HAP HAPPENEV 
IN THE WORLD, A REVOLUTION HAP 
TAKEN PLACE IN RUSSIAI 
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| SWEAR THAT PRISON WAS LIKE LIVING IN 
ANOTHER WORLD, WHERE YOU HAP NO IVEA 
WHATSOEVER ABOUT WHAT WAS GOING ON 
OUTSIDE. | REALIZED THAT IF | WENT BACK TO 
RUSSIA, STALIN WOULD'VE HAP ME KILLED, 
JUST LIKE HE'S DOING RIGHT NOW WITH THE 
COMRAPES HERE IN SPAIN 


BUT THE SHIP THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT HAP MADE 
WAS NOT BOUN ARRANGEMENTS FOR ME TO ARRIVE IN 
TO RUSSIA. URUGUAY. THERE WERE COMRADES WHO 
WELCOMEV ME IN MONTEVIPEO, BUT THE 
URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT WAS NOT VERY 
HAPPY TO HOST ME. ANV 50 THEY PUT UP 
OBSTACLES... WAS DETAINEV IN A JAIL, 
WITHOUT CHARGE, SALVAVORA'S LUCK. 
HAVE | SPOKEN TO YOU ABOUT SALVAVORA? 


YES, THAT RICH 
ARGENTINE LAVY WHO'S 
AN ANARCHIST. 


IF IT WASN'T FOR HER, | WOULY NOT 
Be HERE WITH YOu, | LOST TWO 
YEARS AT FLORES ISLAND. SALVAVORA 
TALKED TO A URUGUAYAN LAW YER 
AND, THANKS TO HIM, | WAS RELEASED. 


! COLLONS AMB 
LA BURGESAI* 


*IN CATALAN: “THAT BOURGEOIS HAP BALLS! 
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| OWE IT TO LUCE* AS WELL, ANOTHER 
ITALIAN COMRAVE WHO OFFERED ME 50 
MUCH SUPPORT IN MONTEVIPEO. | WAS 
ABLE TO PULL THROUGH. BUT | COULV 
NOT VO MUCH THERE, BANISHEV FROM 
ARGENTINA AND KEPT UNDER SURVEILLANCE 
DAY ANP NIGHT BY THE URUGUAYAN POLICE, 
ANU THEN THE WAR BROKE OUT HERE IN 


AGAINST THE FASCISTS. 
— AN a 


MARE DE VEU**..YOU HAVE TRULY GOTO SEE THE WORLD, 
SIMON. UNLIKE ME, WHO HAVE SPENT MY ENTIRE LIFE IN MY 
HOMETOWN. I'VE ALWAYS LIVED IN CORBERA, CLOSE TO THE 

LLOBREGAT RIVER, ONE PAY, MY FRIEND JOAN CAME AN? 
SAID TO ME, “JOSEPI ELS FELXISTES HAN DECLARANT LA GUE- 
RRA A LA REPOBLICAI"*** MY MOTHER TRIEV TO STOP US, 
BUT WE WENT TO BARCELONA TO ENLIST IN THE BRIGADES. 
| HAVE NOT RETURNED HOME SINCE. 


AN? YOUR 
FRIEND Z 


AH, THAT ONE REALLY GOT LUCKY! WHEN WE 
WERE IN MALAGA, AT THE ONSET OF THE WAR, 
THE FASCISTS SHOT HIM IN THE ASS. HE RETURNED 
TO BARCELONA, AND | NEVER SAW HIM AGAIN. 


THE SUPPORT BOMBARPMENT 
HAS CEASEP. READY TO ATTACK. 
WAIT FOR THE SIGNAL. 


BY coor Luck, 
SIMON. 
. Se 


* LUCE FABBRI: ITALIAN ANARCHIST THINKER BASED IN MONTEVIPE0, URUGUAY. 
**IN CATALAN: "MOTHER OF GOP!" 
***1N CATALAN: “JOSEP! THE FASCISTS HAVE DECLAREV WAR ON THE REPUBLICI” 210 


YOU CAN'T GO TO 
WAR WITHOUT 


YOU WANT TO, 
BUT YOU CAN'T. 


I'M ALL RIGHT. GO 
AHEAV WITH THE 
ATTACK. 


ss 


THEY'VE GOTTEN 
SIMONI WE MUST GET 
HIM OUT OF HERE! 


| JUST NEED SOME 
AIR, ANTONIO. 


WE MUST 
EVACUATE HIM. 


fF Vi TAKE HIM 
DOWN 10 THE 
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THE DOCTOR SAIV YOu 


7 THE POCTOR CAN SAY JON'T BE STUBBORN, SIMON. 
SA ne CANNOT RETURN TO THE IT WHAT HE LIKES. [HAVEN'T [Il you've BEEN LUCKY ENOUGH 
ELING, SIMONZ FRONT. YOUR HEALTH —}) COME TO SPAINTO TAKE A | 
| TO HAVE COMRAVE JOVER 


FRONT. HE DIDN'T WANT TO, 
YOU KNOWZ 


YOU KNOW VERY WELL THAT YOUR 
DUTY WAS TO ACT AS LIAISON BE- 
TWEEN THE FRONT AND THE COM- 
MAND POST. IF HE LEARNS YOU'VE 
TRIEV TO TAKE PART IN THE ATTACK, 
yOu'LL BE IN TROUBLE, 


= > 
4 a . S 
# 
4 
—— ~ 


ANV WHAT VO YOU WANT ME TO 
PoZ | CAME TO BARCELONA IN 
MAY, ANY | FINV A WAR AMONG 
COMRADES, THE CHINOS* OF THE 
NKV** KILLING ANARCHISTS 
EVERYWHERE. | WAS BRING- 
ING NEWS OF LUCE FABBRI TO 
COMRAVE BERNERI WHEN | GOT 


aentene ) YES.AND ITTURNS OUT THOSE COMMUNIST Ee ereciseRy epBte to 
: MOTHERFUCKERS KILLED HIM. 'M A JOVER AND...LOOK, HERE 
SORRY, ANTONIO. MY PLACE IS HERE, IN |= HE COMES, 


ARAGON. THERE'S A LOT OF CONFUSION IN 
e_ BARCELONA. WHAT CAN | 707 


* CHINOS: LITERALLY, “CHINESE.” ALTHOUGH IT SOUNTS LIKE AN ETHNIC SLUR IN 
ENGLISH, “CHINOS” WAS A NICKNAME FOR COMMUNISTS ANP STALINISTS AMONG 
SPANISH ANARCHISTS AT THE TIME. 

**NKVP (NAROPNYI| KOMISSARIAT VNUTRENNIKH DEL): PEOPLE'S COMMISSARIAT 9213 
FOR INTERNAL AFFAIRS. STALIN'S SECRET POLICE, 


BY HELLO, RAVOWITZKY. = | DON'T HAVE MUCH TIME, SIMON. WE'RE 
E HOW ARE YOu ey 4s: é IN THE MIPDLE OF AN OFFENSIVE, AND | 
FEELING? A wh a CANNOT BE HERE WITH YOU FOR LONG. | 

= MUST TRANSFER YOU TO BARCELONA. 


NO WAY. MY PLACE |S 
WITH YOU, IN THE FRONT. 


YOU HAVE MALARIA, 
COMRALE. IN THIS STATE, 
YOU ARE USELESS. 


MARIANET? ANZ HOW 
COULD | BE OF ANY USE 
210 MARIANET2 


YO NOT ARGUE, COMRAVE, YOU'LL BE MORE 
USEFUL AT CASA CNT IN BARCELONA. COMRAVE 
MARIANET NEEPS YOUR SERVICES. 
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RAPOWTTZKY, ) - RUSSIANS SPEAK RUSSIAN, Yo 
See CUI | . ANT IN YOUR CASE, YOU'RE } ome 
° TZ m ALSO JEWISH, S50 YOU 


SPEAK GERMAN. 


IT 5 PERFECT, SIMON. WE 
NEED INTERNATIONAL 
SUPPORT. MARTIN GUVELL 
5 HEAD OF THE PROPAGANVA 
OFFICE, AND HE HAS PERSON- 
ALLY ASKEV FOR YOu, 


EXACTLY. YOUR PLACE |S IN THE 
FOREIGN PROPAGANVA OFFICE. 
YOU COULD WORK FOR THE 
REVOLUTION THERE, TRANSLATING 
PAPERWORK. BE USEFUL, JUST 
LIKE YOU SAY, 


~ EINE, BUTI PO NOT 
COMPLETELY AGREE, 
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Dear Sister Salvadora: 


I'm writing to you at last, after these ten months in the front. Because of my heatth, I must now remain at the rearguard 
in Barcelona. Unfortunately, I got malaria, and with the tuberculosis I've been dragging along for so long, my Fate could've 
been worse. 

We at the CNT must walk the streets of Barcelona with care. Stalin's police are everywhere. They have set up checas,* and 
they wont hesitate to kidnap and assassinate all those who smell Ike Trotskyists or anarchists. I+'s madness: we are in a 
war within a war. A labyrinth where t's hard to visualize how many enemves you have in front of you. Many comrades have 
died $0 far, and you know about Bernert already. I+ seems they're more Keen on cleansing the rearguard of all those who dont 
think altxe than vanguishing the fasusts in the front. , 


o _ : ’ ‘ 
* CHECAS: CLANDESTINE JAILS WHERE PRISONERS WERE QUESTIONED, TORTURED, OR EXECUTED. 
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Like many others, I think that we must 90 for broke; that 1s +0 say, revolutuon comes first. It will bring down the war. 
But Im atrard the enemy us vast, and Negrin* complies with whatever Stalin demands. 

We lack weapons, and the few supplves coming from Russia end up in Bolshevik hands. What amazes me the most 1s that 
some comrades in the CNT are prone +0 play politics. Anarchist polrticans..the world has turned upside down! When L 
arrwed, I was here with Santullan** and lus group, but I swear, Little Sister, that the man has changed so much. He 
now talks to those in the Catalan government, to the Commumsts, and. I dont know what hes up +o. 

Anyway, I have deuded to fight tillthe end. 

Greetings to the rest of the comrades. Send stuff to the address I gave you, and ad not Forget 40 Send yerba, because 
ees: there's none around here. 

a You ether, Simon. 
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YOU MUST BE VERY MUCH IN LOVE 
TO WRITE A LETTER WHILE ALL THESE 
BOMBS ARE FALLING, COMRAPE. 


* JUAN NEGRIN: PRESIVENT OF THE SPANISH REPUBLIC. 
**71EG0 ABAD DE SANTILLAN: SPANISH ANARCHIST ACTIVE IN ARGENTINA. 
ONE OF THE EVITORS OF LA PROTESTA. ag 


/ \'N SORRY. |'VETAKEN YOU 
FOR SOMEBOPY ELSE, 
SOMEONE | HAVEN'T SEEN IN 
YEARS. 


YOU'RE MISTAKEN, 
PS COMRAPE. MY NAME |S 


i (a —\___ REYNALPA. 
4 | ame 


THIS LETTER IS NOT AVPRESSEP TO 
ANY LOVE. (15 FOR A FAR-AWAY 
FRIEND WHO LIVES IN ARGENTINA, 
ANV YOu? |'VE NEVER SEEN YOU 


| PON'T FREQUENT THIS SHELTER, LOOK, THE 
'M ACTUALLY IN EL CLOT NEIGH- BOMBING HAS 
BORHOOP, | WORK AS A TEACHER, CEASED. 
S WITH LITTLE CHILDREN — 


= 


LET'S GO OUTSIPE. | MUST 
REACH THE SCHOOL BEFORE 
| DUSK. | ONLY CAME TO THE 
COMMITTEE TO DELIVER 
SOME PAPERS. 


OF COURSE, YOU 


| COULD TAKE THOSE Y THANKS. You WOULT PO ME A GREAT FAVOR, WILL WE SEE EACH Ae cea 
PAPERS IF YOU WISH. UNFORTUNATELY, THERE'S ONLY A FEW TEA- OTHER AGAIN? = ME ae r ae 
THAT WAY YOU'LL SAVE| — CHERS WHO TAKE CARE OF THE CHILZREN AT soe Pcie” 
SOME TIME. | WORK IN NIGHT, POOR KIDS, MOST OF THEIR ; 


THE COMMITTEE. PARENTS ARE AT THE FRONT, OR DEAD. SOME 
COME FROM THE OTHER END OF SPAIN. 


DP i A 
SIMON, SIMO 
RAVOWITZKY. 
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RAVOWITZKY? THE | WE MAY SEE EACH OTHER Y | 
ARGENTINE? MY TOMORROW IF YOU WANT, | Lt BE WAITING BY 
GOOPNESS...YOU ARE... BUT | MUST RETURN TOTHE | THE ENTRANCE, 


COMMITTEE AT FIVE INTHE Pies Se 
AFTERNOON, \ de 4 


>, >< =f 
\ => 
> ; — 


AT LAST, SIMON. | HELLO, MARTIN. | 


THOUGHT YOU HAP GOT TO THE SHELTER 
TROUBLE WITH THE IN TIME. VIZ YOU GO 


BOMBING. 


YES, WE MUST BE 
CAREFUL. THE CHINOS 
| ARE TAKING MANY 

COMRAVES OUT. THEY 
CAN'T HELP SLANVER- 
ING THE POUM,* 
CLAIMING THEY ARE 
AGENTS OF HITLER. 
JUST IMAGINE. 


\ 1 i — — r . | 
\va = = a ' 
*POUM (PARTIVO OBRERO DE UNIFICACION MARXISTA): MARXIST UNIFICATION WORKERS’ 
PARTY. VISSIVENT COMMUNIST POLITICAL PARTY NOT ALIGNED TO USSR PIRECTIVES. 
IT WAS OUTLAWED AND PERSECUTED, AND MANY OF ITS LEAVERS 
WERE ASSASSINATED, 219 
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WHERE SHALL 33 I KNOW A BAR CLOSE 
we Go? SE BY THAT IS SAFE, 
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NO WAY! YOU CAN ONLY YO $0 >| 
MUCH WHEN YOU HAVE BOMBS 
FALLING OVER YOUR HEAD. | WAS A 
PROPER TEACHER BACK IN MEXICO, 


'M SORRY FOR BEING LATE, 1, ARE YOU ABLE TO 


WITH THE CHILPREN. 50 MANY OF flat >— 


AND WE'RE OVERWHELMED. _, 


= A... Pe iz J 


ANV WE'VE BEEN RUNNING OUT oF Foop 
LATELY. WE DISTRIBUTE EVERYTHING 

THAT COMES AMONG THE CHILVREN. BUT 
LITTLE |S LEFT FOR OURSELVES DUE TO 

THE SHORTAGE OF SUPPLIES. 


7 
| 
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| VIPN'T KNOW YOU WERE 
MEXICAN, ALTHOUGH |'M NOT 
SURPRISED. EVERYBODY COMES 
FROM A DIFFERENT PLACE AROUND? 


aN ee 


hit BESIDES, I'M LOOKING AFTER V Yer NAME |S ENCARNA. WHEN HER PARENTS 

A YOUNG COMRAPE WHOSE FOUN OUT SHE WAS IN THE CNT, THEY WOULV 

NOT FORGIVE HER. | TOLD HER TO COME WITH 
Mé. ATLEAST SHE'LL HAVE A PLACE TO SLEEP. 


Sie 


i; 


Ay Ba YA FAMILY HAS KICKEP HER OUT. 
=a | \ 


NJ = 
| Se 
is 
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I'LL SEE IF | CAN FIND SOME WE'D ESTABLISHEV A SCHOOL FOR WORKERS BACK IN 

FOOP TO GIVE YOU. HOW MEXICO, THE IVEA WAS TO TEACH ALONG THE LINES OF 
COME YOU ENVEV UP HERE FERRER | GUARD IA, BUT THE GOVERNMENT SHUT IT POWN. | 
IN THE WAR? COULVN'T WORK AS A TEACHER IN STATE SCHOOLS EITHER. 


7 


ae Sie 


YES. | SEE YOU 


FERRER? THE ALREAVY KNOW IT'S A LONG STORY. | SPENT 
EXECUTEV TEACHER? ABOUT HIM. MANY YEARS IN PRISON FOR 


AVVOCATING ON HIS BEHALF, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS. 


AN? YOU, SIMON, WHAT 
WILL YOU PO WHEN ALL 
THIS 1S OVERZ 


I'LL TRY TO SEE MY FAMILY. THEY LIVE IN THE ONITEV 
STATES NOW, THEY TRAVELEV THERE AFTER | LEFT FOR 
ARGENTINA. MY FATHER DIEV RECENTLY. I'VE NEVER SEEN 
HIM AGAIN SINCE | BOCAPEV FROM RUSSIA. | KNOW HE 
SUFFEREV 50 MUCH BECAUSE OF MY IMPRISONMENT. HE 
EVEN MANAGED TO WRITE TO THE ARGENTINE 
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YES, I'VE GOT MY SIBLINGS ANP MY MOTHER, 
WHO HAS GONE BLIND, | LOOK LIKE A WANVERING 
JEW, AND AT THIS PACE, | WON'T THINK I'LE EVER 
MANAGE TO SEE HER ALIVE. 


BUT YOU STILL 
HAVE OTHER LOVEV 
ONES, RIGHTZ 


VON'T TURN AROUND. 
THERE ARE TWO INDIVID- 


ZON'T WORRY ABOUT ME. 
WE'LL SEE EACH OTHER 
ANOTHER DAY, RIGHTZ 


OF COURSE. I'LL 
COME PICK YOU UP 
FROM WORK. 


7 YOUWOULINT NO 
HAPPEN TO BE SOME 


y 
¢ WHUERE ARE YOU Y PIECE OF SHIT CHINOS, 


GOING, COMRADES? ULV YOU? 


Gate 


Dear Little Sister Salvadora, 
Nothing seems +o stop the course of the war, which, alas, looKs +0 be getting worse. The fascists aré bombarding us 
hI 


on a dauly basis, and the antvatreratt are not powerful 
enough to stop them. 


we Very discoulkaging reports are coming from the Ebro front, and I dont Know 
a how long Barcelona wull resist. Tt seems the lune has been severed and the N 
fasusts are marching toward us wrthout any resistance. Martanet, our cddr- 
dinactor in the CNT, has called Gudell and me.I think he has important “Sy 
7. news +o tell us. yd 
Z have met a comrade who reminds me of Lyudmyla, but we rarely see each other. There 
1s nd time, and its dangerous. The boys laugh at me and say I have finally found a 


My health is good, but every now and then I 
havea respiratory bout. The tuberculosis ques me 
no resplté: A hug, and Lill send you more news 
whenever I can. 


- 


Y COME ON IN, SIMON. 
4 WE WERE WAITING 
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ALREADY AROUND VILAPRANCA. THE FALL OF 


THE SITUATION IS SERIOUS. THE FASCISTS ARE ' 


WE MUST EVACUATE ANYTHING THAT MIGHT COM- 
PROMISE OUR COMRAPES, WE NEE TO REMOVE 


BARCELONA IS NEAR. IT'S JUST A MATTER OF 
DAYS. 


ANY MATERIAL THAT COULV BE OF USE TO THE 
FASCISTS SHOULD THEY GET A HOLP OF IT. 


IT'S ALREADY DONE. I'VE ORDERED IT A LONG TIME 
AGO. ONCE YOU REACH THE BORER, OUR FRENCH 
COMRAPES WILL CARRY THE VOCUMENTS TO 
ANSTERPAM. 


BUT IT’S A LOT OF 
MATERIAL. WE WON'T 
HAVE TIME TO GATHER 
ALL THE PAPERS FROM 
EVERY DEPARTMENT... 


| ENTRUST YOU WITH THE 

TRANSPORTATION OF ALL 

THE DOCUMENTS TO THE 
FRENCH BORER. 


PWILL SOMEONE 
ESCORT US, 
MARIANET? 


NO. WE MUST ACT LOW-KEY, OR IT 
MIGHT OTHERWISE DEMORALIZE 
THE REST OF THE COMRAPES. ITLL 
BE ONLY THE TWO OF YOU ANP THE 
DRIVER. YOU WILL LEAVE TONIGHT. 
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BUT.WE'RE I'M AFRAID THAT WON'T BE POSSIBLE, 
COMING BACK, BARCELONA |S ALREAVY BEING 

RIGHTZ EVACUATED, THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE] 

| HAS MOVED TO FIGUERAS. THE Cty | P 


ETS GO, COMRAPES, 
HURRY UPI 


MARTIN, | CAN'T LEAVE THERE'S NO TIME AT 
WITHOUT REYNALTDA. ALL. CAN'T YOU SEE THE 
BOMBS FALLING? 


F — i ; mm f 
aes su icep 
a Oe) See 


| WON'T BELONG. We ” |'M SORRY, COMRADE. THE 
COULD LEAVE IN A ORDERS ARE TO TAKE THE 
COUPLE OF HOURS. 4 PAPERS, ANP THAT'S WHAT 
YOu'LL PO, 


LET'S GO, WE MUST 
LEAVE. IT'S NOW OR 
NEVER 
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I1'5 VERY LIKELY SHE ISN'T IN y | FEEL RESPONSIBLE, MARTIN. | PROMISED I'D 


LL COME BACK J BARCELONA ANYMORE, THEY 

HELP HER. HER SITUATION IS PELICATE. | WROTE 
Pr eutaly HAVE ALSO EVACUATED THE TO SANTILLAN TO SEE IF HE COULV 7O ANYTHING, 
: SCHOOLS, YOU'LL PROBABLY SEF BUT NOTHING. IT SEEMS HE'S VERY BUSY PLAYING 


HER AGAIN IN FIGUERAS, SIMON. POLITICS NOW. 


YEAH, RIGHT! THE WAR HAS TAKEN THIS TURN 
BECAUSE OF INDIVIPUALS LIKE HIM. ONE PACT AFTER 
ANOTHER. THE FASCISTS ARE TRULY IMPLACABLE AN? 
DON'T EVEN HESITATE LIKE WE VO, WARS ARE LOST 
BECAUSE OF POLITICIANS, MARTIN. 


JON'T SPEAK OF SANTILLAN 
THAT WAY. HE DOES NOT 
PLAY POLITICS, 


WE'LL STOP AT PONT VE MOLINS. THEY ARE BOMBARDING 
FIGUERAS, ANP IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO ENTER THE CITY. 
WE'LL CONTINUE THE JOURNEY TOMORROW. IT'S TOO 

DANGEROUS TO ATTEMPT TO PO SO TONIGHT. 
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YOU CAN PARK THE TRUCK OVER 
THERE, BUT YOU MUST LEAVE AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE, THERE'S A 
RISK OF BOMBARDMENT, 


HAS ANYONE ELSE ipl 
COME FROM BARCELONA 
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a | 
GO AHEAV, COMRAVES. 
(LL PARK THE TRUCK, 


Ci 


UGliuy 


THERE'S NOTHING LEFT TO 70, 
MARTIN, THE WAR IS LOST, AND WE 
MOST TRY TO SAVE WHAT LITTLE IS 
LEFT. 


. 
4 


LOOK OVER THERE, 
SIMON. IT'S JUAN. 


.COMRAVE 
OLIVER... 


FY YOU WERE NOT ABLE 
TO REACH FIGUERAS 
EITHER, RIGHTZ 


ENTER FIGUERAS? THEY ARE POUNTING IT. BESIDES, 
WHAT FORZ WE HAVE NO PLACE IN GOVERNMENT ANY- 
MORE, YOU'RE RAVOWITZKY, RIGHTZ 


GUVELL, MY MAN. 
YOU'RE HERE TOO? 


230 


I'VE ALWAYS AVMIRED YOUR Gesture. ae «1CANNOT | IF YOU'LL EXCUSE ME, 
IF WE WERE ALL LIKE YOU, THIS WAR =| BELIEVE IT... —— COMRADES. | THINK | SEE 
WOULT BE WON ALREADY. : 
OLS 
y ; : " <> PA ae REE RS aioe . 


ry WE WERE A HAIR'S BREAVTH AWAY FROM BEING 
LEFT BEHINP. WE GOT ON THE LAST DEPARTING 
TRUCK FROM THE EL CLOT COMMITTEE. IT WAS CHAOS! 


YOU ARE ALL RIGHT! | FEAREV 
YOU'D ALL STAYED BEHIND, 
TRAPPE IN BARCELONA. 


7) 
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BUT...WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING HERE? 


~ 


CAN'T YOU 


WE'RE LEAVING, SIMON. WE MUST 
CROSS THE BORER WITH THE 
DOCUMENTS! 


~~ 
» *. 


: WE'VE TRIEV TO REACH 
| FIGUERAS. THE KIVS ARE THEREF 
WITH THE OTHERS. WE'LL 
CROSS THE BORVER 

TOMORROW. 


werk: 


— 


| MUST GO, REYNALDA. 
TAKE CARE, WE'LL SEE 
ZACH OTHER IN FRANCE, 
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SEE? | TOLPD you 
You'? SEE HER 


THE BORER IS NOT FAR FROM HERE. THE 
DRIVER WILL GATHER WITH THE FRENCH 
COMRADES WAITING FOR US ON THIS SIVE ky 

OF THE BORDER. OTHERWISE, EVERYTHING 
WILL BE CONFISCATED, f 


('VE GOT FRENCH PAPERS. 
THEY WON'T HASSLE ME. 
I'LL DRIVE THE TRUCK 
STRAIGHT TO PARIS. 


NICOLAS, WON'T 
THE FROGS STOP 


SEE YOU IN PARIS. a 
MERCI, COMPAGNONS.* 


WE'LL CONTINUE ON FOOT. THEY | 
WON‘ LET US CROSS THE BOR- 
DER IN THE TRUCK. 


* IN PRENCH: “THANK YOU, COMRADES.” 
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THEY'LL SEND US BACK TO 
THE FASCISTS, YOU'LL SEE. 
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y 
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No, THEY WON'T = pe | Hope THEY'RE STILL 
DARE TO, rare 


PRENCHMEN. 


é 


REALLY? WE'VE WALKED 
FIGHTEEN MILES TO BE 
FENCEP OFF IN A COOP LIke 

CHICKEN. 
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I'VE HEARD SOMEONE SAY THAT THE BORDERS op per 


ARE OVERWHELMED ANP THAT THEY HAVE SET UP 
REFUGEE CAMPS ALL OVER THE AREA. 


NO, I'VE ALWAYS 
LIVED IN 
EKATERINOSLAV, 
AN? YOu? 


5 Fa ST 


YOU MAY NOT BELIEVE THIS, BUT | WAS BORN IN NEW , 
YORK. ['VE LIVE? MY WHOLE LIFE IN LITHUANIA, THOUGH, Jy] | WAS CLOSE 10 LITHUANIA WHEN | LEFT RUS- 
WHERE MY PARENTS WERE FROM. THERE, ALONG WITH YY, { S1A. BUT IT'S BEEN SUCH A LONG TIME THAT 
AN AFFINITY GROUP, WE ATTEMPTED TO KILL THE PRIME HW L, SOMETIMES | THINK | PREAMEP IT ALL, WHAT 
MINISTER, BUT THE THING WENT AWRY ANP | HAP TO (ji ARE WE RUSSIANS DOING ALL SCATTERE? 


RUN AWAY. | SAVE MYSELF BY CHANCE. ts ly ABOUT THE WORLD LIKE THIS? 


IT DOESN'T MATTER MUCH. THERE'S NOTHING LEFT IN 
RUSSIA. | TRAVELEV THERE AS A DELEGATE FOR THE CNT 
IN '3Z, STALIN REVAMPEV THE COUNTRY TO A WASTE- 
LAND, A GIANT CAGE FULL OF CAGES. | WAS LUCKY 
ENOUGH TO GO AS A MEMBER OF A SPANISH ORGANIZA- 
TION. OTHERWISE, | WOULYN'T HAVE GOTTEN OUT. 
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RUSSIA, A CAGE? ANZ WHAT ABOUT THIS, 
WHERE WE ARE NOW@ “RETAINE?” HERE, 
IN SAINT-CYPRIEN, IN ARGELES, IN BACA- 
RES...CAGES WITHIN FRANCE, WHICH WILL 
SOON TURN INTO ANOTHER CAGE. EVERY- 
BOPY KNOWS THAT. 


| ae 


WELL, BUT AT LEAST WE'RE DEFENDING 
OURSELVES IN THIS ONE. THEY KILLEP A 
SENEGALESE GUARV YESTERDAY. 


I'VE ALWAYS HAP THE 
FEELING | WAS LIVING IN 
CAGES, MARTIN. | HAVE 
ACTUALLY LIVED IN THEM 
MY ENTIRE LIFE. 


THAT BASTARP WHO BEAT 
UP THE POUM COMRAVE 
DOWN THERE? 


** —— — = owl A 
— 

Oy THE VERY ONE. IT WAS AT NIGHT, WHEN WE 

WENT OUTTO STEAL CHICKPEAS FROM THE 

TRUCKS, IT LOOKS LIKE THEY WAITEV FOR 

HIM NEXT TO THE POLES, HAVE YOU NOTI- 
CEP? NO GENVARME HAS SAID A WORD 
ABOUT IT. SOMEHOW, THEY RESPECT US. 

PPFF.AHIS IS AWFUL... 
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I'M GOING TO ESCAPE, MARTIN. 'M ie 
SICK AND TIREV OF THE CAGES. IF 7 
THEY KILL ME, I'LL TELL YOU ABOUT 
THE CAGE ON THE OTHER SIPE. I'M FED 
UP OF THESE ONES ALREADY. 


WHY PON'T YOU COME WITH { 
ME? THERE'S ROOM FOR YOU, VON'T YOU WORRY 


IN TWO DAYS, A CONTACT WILL BE WAITING WHAT WILL YOU DO HERE, ee sree 
OUTSIDE IN A CAR AT PAWN. I'LL TRY THEN. AMIP THIS SHIT? TIME 
WITH A LITTLE LUCK, I'LE MANAGE TO ; 


REACH PARIS WITH THE COMRADES. 


“Gg tres ce 


THE COMRADES IN PARIS ARE 
ARRANGING MORE ESCAPES NEXT 


239 


Dear Sister Salvadora, 


What can I tell you about France? 
I was able to escape to Paris 
thanks to Martanet. 


I learned that hed gone the extra mue 
for me, for the french border patrol were 
after my trawl but did not yet know I was 
retained in a camp. 


a Se Ste 
/ ‘ 


We were stopped a couple of tumes Dee we ries Perpignan, but 
luckily nothing happened. The scene was devastating. We were trying 
+0 regroup, t0 decide what to do, rae on we had no influence whatsoever. 
The government had no need for the CNT abs longer. 


Puppet of Stalin as he was, Negrin did not care much about us. The gov- 
ernment would arrange ships to take its refugees to exule in Mexico with 

what Ittle money there was left. But if you happened td be an anarchist, 
that was out of the question, and mise put you at the end of the lust. 


Cries ’ rar itl = gm 
fad nf 


—_= 
| AY 


al 


ME —— 


Paris...seeing all those people strolling by, without risk of 
bombardment, made me sick. Why couldnt they do something 

to stop the fasusts? I only wanted to reunite with Reynalda 
and attempt to leave the country. But rt was not possible +o 
find her. 


I eventually learned where she was before taxing 
the steamer to Mexico from Belquum. I wrote +o 

her, but there was no way back. Now I know she's 
trapped somewhere in France, with the Nazis 
occupying tt all. Poor Reynalda! 


is ot I trusted she might be able to catch a steamer 
iil and reach Mexico. After so many months of 


gg my lungs could not resist anymore. 
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I got myself a job shortly after my arrival. Unlike many other refugee 
comrades who suffer misery and do not recewe any help from Negrin, I was 
lucky. It's Ike when I was a child: I'm working in a factory again. 


ing Pi i) Sede 
ee” ‘I continue, however, to offer help to those 
who are still arriving from France and whom ‘iad 
the SERE* ignores. We have established a 
help committee, and I go to greet them upon 
thetr arrwal. 


i =e 


Mexico 1 a beautiful country, and the people 
are $0 diverse. Besides, I'm closer to my 
famuy. I've recewed a letter from my sublings! 
After so many years apart, I'll soon be 
rejounng them at the United States border. 


Well, Little Sister, a fraternal embrace 
from Rail Gomez (this vs the name L'm 
goLng by now). 


Simon. 


P.S.. Write to Mr. Ricardo Furlan (for 
Rail Gémez), 
Calle Cigares 103, Mexico D.F. 


rs 
S 


Dit 
— 
ee 


y\ 


*SERE (SERVICIO DE EVACUACION DE REPUBLICANOS ESPANOLES): EVACUATION SERVICE OF SPANISH REPUBLICANS. ORGANIZATION CREATED BY THE SPANISH REPUBLIC 
10 AID ALL THOSE ARRIVING IN MEXICO, THE ANARCHISTS CRITICIZED NEGRIN 
FOR NOT SHOWING SOLIVARITY TO THOSE CLOSE 10 THE CNT. 242 


HI, OCTAVIO. | WAS 
EXPECTING YOU A 
LITTLE LATER. 


HOW ARE YOU 
FEELING TOPAY, 
S5IMONZ 
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SCREWED, FOR A 
CHANGE. I'M SHORT 
OF BREATH. 


YOU MUST REST. I'LL 
BRING UP WHATEVER YOU 
NEED TOMORROW. WRITE 
ME A LIST AND I'LL BRING 
IT ALL UP. 


THANK YOU, OCTAVIO. I'LL LEAVE IT 
WITH AURORA DOWNSTAIRS. BY THE 
WAY, WHO'S YOUR FRIEND HERE? 


HE'S A COMRAVE SENA INTROPUCED ME 
TO YESTERDAY. | WENT TO HI5 STUIO TO 
HAVE SOME PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN FOR 
THE JOURNEY | TOL YOU ABOUT. 


YOU'VE MAPE UP YOUR 
MIND, THENZ 


ABSOLUTELY. THE STRUGGLE 
|5 IN BOYCOTTING FRANCO, 
AND I'LL BE MORE USEFUL IN 
FRANCE THAN | AM HERE IN 
MEXICO, 


Poan't you GUESS WHOS 
HE 192 HE SAYS HE 
KNOWS YOu, 


MANY YEARS AGO, | WAS 
THE ONE WHO GAVE YOU 
THAT PUNCH THAT TOOK YOU 
\ ALL THE WAY TO ARGENTINA, 
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7 THE ONE ANP WELL, I'M TAKING OFF, BUT I'LL COME 
BACK LATER. I'LL BE POWNSTAIRS WITH 
AURORA. | GUESS YOU'LL HAVE A LOT 


TO TALK ABOUT. 


ROVION, ROVION 
PETROVICH. 


I'M SORRY, SIMON. YOU 
WERE 50 STUBBORN. | HAV 
TO PO SOMETHING, OR ELSE 
THEY WOULV’'VE KILLED YOU, 


THAT PUNCH STILL 


UNDERSTAND A SINGLE 
HURTS, ROVION. 


WORP OF RUSSIAN... 


'VE BEEN WAITING FOR THIS 
MOMENT FOR FIFTY YEARS. 
WHAT HAPPENEV AFTERWARPZ 
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RIGA WAS CHAOS. THE CZARIST ARMY AND THE 
POLICE WOULV PETAIN ANYONE, NO MATTER WHAT. 
OUR GROUP SPLIT, IT WAS THE BEST THING TO 70, 
VAYS WENT BY AND, SLOWLY, EVERYTHING TOOK 
ITS COURSE, 


ANV THEN? WE THEN TRIEV TO REGROUP AN? 
DETERMINE WHAT'D HAPPENEV TO 
THE COMRADES WE COULDN'T FIND. 


ALLOW Mé TO BE 
SELFISH FOR ONCE, 
WHAT HAPPENEV TO 
LYUPMYLA? 
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| NEVER GOT TO SEE LYUPMYLA. | PO KNOW THAT SHE WAS 
CAPTURED BY THE OKHRANA. THEY TOOK HER TO RIGA'S NONE OF US IN OUR GROUP KNEW A THING 


PRISON. ACCORVING TO SOME COMRAPES WHO WERE ] FOR AVERY LONGTIME. | WAS IMPRISONED IN 
40 AND ALSO GOT PEPORTEV TO HARD LABOR. 


BUT WHERE | WAS, NOTHING WAS KNOWN 
ABOUT HER. AND THEN CAME THE REVOLUTION. 


RELEASEV, SHE WAS LATER SENT TO KATORGA, TO SIBERIA. 


—— 


| LEARNED OF THE REVOLUTION WHEN ANI? WITH THE REVOLUTION CAME CHAOS. VEPORTEES LIKE US, WE WERE 
IT STOPPED BEING ONE AND BECAME A ALL FREE AND ABLE TO RETURN HOME. | CAME BACK AFTER SEVEN LOST 
DICTATORSHIP... YEARS IN SIBERIA. THERE WAS SO MUCH TO BE DONE! 
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YES, COSSACKS, YET ANARCHISTS. 
SHE HAV A PROMINENT ROLE IN 
THE ORGANIZATION. BUT THE YEARS 
SPENT IN SIBERIA HAP TAKEN THEIR 
TOLL ON HER, 


IT WAS OUR BIG CHANCE. WE WERE ABLE TO ESTABLISH A JEW AMONG 
CONTACT WITH THE ANARCHISTS IN KIEV AGAIN. THAT'S COSSACKS... 
WHEN MAKHNO* BECAME AN IMPORTANT FIGURE TO US, A 
LARGE PART OF THE UKRAINE SUPPORTEP THE 
MAKHNOVSHCHINA, ** AN? LYUPMYLA WAS AMONG THEM. 


* NESTOR MAKHNO: ANARCHIST COSSACK INSURRECTIONIST LEADER. 


** MAKHNOVSTCHINA: UKRAINIAN ANARCHIST INSURRECTIONIST MOVEMENT 
HEADEP BY NESTOR MAKHNO, 247 


WHAT 70 YOU SHE MUST'VE HAD A HARP TIME THERE, SHE WAS TOUGH. COLD, EVEN, I'7 


SAY. COMRAVES FEARED HER DECISIONS. THEN THE GREAT CHANGE TOOK 

PLACE, WE ANARCHISTS WERE LEFT OUT OF EVERYTHING. 10 THE BOLSHE- 
VIKS, WE WERE NAUGHTY KIVS WHO HAP TO BE REEDUCATEP. ACCORVING 
TO LENIN, WE ONLY LIVEV THINKING ABOUT THE FUTURE. 


iA Lb 4) aes 


> 


= 


re | 


- ee 


WHEN LENIN DIED IN '24 AND STALIN BEGAN FRONTING 

THE BOLSHEVIKS, THERE WASN'T MUCH THAT WE COUL? 
DO, | WAS IMPRISONED AND GOT DEPORTED TO THE 
BELBALTLAG LABOR CAMP. WE WERE BUILVING AN 

ABSURD CANAL BETWEEN THE WHITE AND BALTIC SEAS. 


THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIANS INVAVEP THE 
UKRAINE. MAKHNO RESISTED. | ASSUME 

LYUPMYLA MUST VE BEEN IN KIEV 
AT THE TIME. 


ONE DAY CAME SOME PRISONERS FROM ANOTHER SHE WAS VERY 
CAMP IN THE SOLOVETSKY ISLANVS, WHERE THERE BEAUTIFUL, SHIMELE. 
ONCE WAS AN ORTHOVOX MONASTERY. ONE OF THEM 
\ TOLD ME THAT IS WHERE THEY SAW LYUPMYLA LAST. 
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IT'S GETTING LATE, AND I'VE 
GOT A LONG RIVE BACK HOME. 
('M SORRY FOR EXPLAINING 50 
MANY SAP THINGS TO YOU, 


ANOTHER PUNCH 
WON'T HORT, 
ROVION. 


LYUPMYLA VID NOT 


| WAS ABLE TO FREE MY- Pe 
SURVIVE THE WINTER OF 32. FRE 


SELF FROM THAT HELL, BUT 
BARELY ANYONE GOT OUT 
OF THERE ALIVE. 


SEE YOU AROUND, 
COMRAPE. 
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WE TRIEV, MY LOVE. 
WE TRIEV, BUT IT 
COULV NOT BE. 


™ 
"YET THAT LITTLE TIME WE 
SPENT TOGETHER WAS 


MAGICAL. 


THANK YOU FOR KEEPING ME ALIVE 
ALL THESE YEARS, LYUPMYLA. 
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Simdn Radowitzky died in Mexico City in 1956. He was approximately sixty-five 
years old. | 


After Sacco and Vanzetti, Radowitzky's case embodied the most important inter- 
national call for the release of a prisoner in the twentieth century. Simon | 
continued his anarchist militancy in Republican exile up to his very last days 

and, true to his ideals, struggled to break off the myth he had never chosen 

to be. Changing his name to that of Ratil Gomez Saavedra, he died according to 

his wishes, as one among the many. His remains rest in the Spanish pantheon of 
Mexico City’s cemetery. 
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To me, [what Simén did] was a commendable act, the assassination 

of a murderer. When people asked me about my surname, “How were 
you related to Radowttzky?,” I always would reply, proudly, “He was 
my first cousin.” I never dented it. As a matter of fact, even today, I am 


proud of what he did. 
Emilia Radoviztki 


Postscript to Prisoner 155 


Why have you dragged yourself into something as 
incommensurable as telling Simén Radowitzky’s 
story in comic-book form? I’ve asked myself this and 
many other questions over the course of the six years 
of continuous effort that it took me to research, wri- 
te, and illustrate this book. It all began as a shared 
idea; that is, illustration would be handled by some- 
one else. But this would not be, and by then I was 
already so immersed in the story that the project be- 
came very personal and irreversible, and I decided 
to engage in it on my own. Why? I still don’t have a 
definite answer. There are clues, however. First and 
foremost, I’m the son of the last revolutionaries who 
escaped from Argentina; my parents’ generation (my 
father’s, to be more precise) was a revolutionary one. 
Living with someone who conditioned and forced 
his existence and that of those around him (risking 
their very own lives) for the Ideal has always been 
something worth telling. Yet such personal history 
aches, and I believe I’m not yet ready to narrate the 
story of those angry 1970s I had to go through with 
my family. In any case, there exists a need to tell, and 
thus enter the figure of Sim6n. 


I learned of his story through a hazy tale that my 
father told me when I was thirteen or so. Hazy, I say, 
because, as Marxist as my father was, he grumbled 


about Kropotkin’s followers. As a kid, Simon always 
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gave me the creeps, with that defiant face he exhibits 
in his police mugshot. But he also provoked in me 
a feeling of respect for what he had done. Because 
justice in the face of prolonged state injustice, justice 
as uncontrolled vomit upon the tyrant, seems to me 
a mysterious and laudable realm. And because the 
ever fashionable “normality” boasted by single-party 
democratic rulers, those serving economic interests, 
does not always go hand in hand with justice. And 
if this so-called normality, as it happened during Si- 
mon’s time, is coupled with horrendous class and ra- 
cial injustices, the cocktail then is served. What did 
Colonel Falcon represent to the ruling Argentine 
society? Just normality. And the Radowitzkys? The 
bothersome, yet necessary, immigrant; the source of 
cheap labor and the builder of ¢heir normality. 


Delving deeper into my research, three factors 
caught my attention and reshaped the story I had 
originally set myself to tell. On the one hand, the 
construction of the myth, which in Argentina, a 
young country with people arriving from faraway 
lands, is a fact worthy of study. For Argentina is a 
country of myths. You have only to think of Eva, 
Che, Gardel, or Maradona, just to name a few who 
are known around the world. I was attracted to 
the idea of working with an Argentine myth who 
always struggled to not be one, to disappear out of 


Left: Sim6n Radowitzky, rap sheet mugshot, Buenos Aires police, 1909. Upper right: Simon Radowitzky and Antonio Casanova in the Aragon front, 1937. 
Lower right: Simén Radowitzky (with hat), two unknown women (Reynalda?), and Marianet (Mariano Rodriguez Vazquez), Barcelona, 1938. 


Sim6n Radowitzky. Photo taken by the CNT, 1938. 


the collective memory, and to simply be one among 
the many. A myth who fought to obliterate the myth 
as one of the greatest evils of mankind. Luckily for 
Simé6n, his myth was so influential during the 1920s 
that it saved his life. There has never been such a 
massive effort within the Argentine popular class as 
the campaign for Radowitzky’s release. So much so 
that it trespassed the boundaries of the republic, be- 
coming an international call. 


Another remarkable factor was the Jewish cha- 
racter. In Argentina, the term “Russian” encompas- 
ses many nationalities. Yet above all, it defines those 
Jews who come from that invisible country called 
Galicia (now composed of the territories of Poland 
and Ukraine) and, in a wider sense, the Ukraine, Be- 
lorussia, Czechoslovakia, etc. A large part of these 
Argentine “Russians” came from those lands. This 
area of Europe, greatly populated by Jews of all kinds 
who spoke Yiddish as a common language, was the 
melting pot for the most combative of revolutiona- 
ries and anarchists ever known. Fair examples wor- 
th mentioning are Rosa Luxemburg, Trotsky, or a 
myriad of anarchists, unknown to the regular reader, 
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which are off-topic here nonetheless. A detail that 
caught my eye about the most radical anarchists, 
those who came from Bialystok, for instance, is the 
way in which they pieced together a good part of 
the pure concepts of the Torah with the most re- 
volutionary concepts of social rebellion. The purest 
ones were (to put it in less anarchist terms) anar- 
chist monks. Vegetarians, always dressed in black, 
stripped of all material belongings, they acted and 
sacrificed their lives to the service of utopia. From 
my perspective, Simén inherits a great burden from 


all this. 


Andlastly, my astonishment—a macabre mixture 
of curiosity and disgust—upon the concentrationist 
processes. Why does man isolate a prisoner? In Si- 
mon and his brother Grigori’s case, we can find a 
pathetic example: Grigori Radowitzky, alienated, is 
isolated to root him out of society like a tooth cavity; 
Simén Radowitzky, dangerous, is isolated to remove 
him like a tumorous organ. In both cases, normal 
society devises the most perverse designs ever creat- 
ed for its peace of mind—always from a human- 
itarian perspective. The corrective prison and the 
curative hospital. And history is repeated yet again 
in the camps at Argelés and Saint-Cyprien with the 
vanquished Spaniards. Two societies, two democrat- 
ic republics in the middle of the twentieth century, 
resorting to ignominy and euphemism to “wipe” any 
leftovers off the map. 


Prisoner 155, that is, Simon Radowitzky’s life, is 
a novel based largely on the story Una vida por un 
ideal, by Augustin Souchy. Souchy was a personal 
friend of Simon during his later period in Mexico. 
He would initially help Simon in his task of writing 
his biography. Unfortunately, Simdn passed away, 
and the project did not come to fruition, although 
Souchy gathered parts of the account. 


To be able to tell a story within an acceptable 
number of pages, I was forced to adjust and add 
characters, shorten passages, and improvise histor- 
ical gaps. Nevertheless, the data found are 90 percent 
true. The remaining 10 percent is speculation, fantasy, 
intuition, and common sense in the face of the abyss. 


There is a lot of information about Simén’s 
life (his letters, third-party accounts, photographs, 
etc.); however, as the man of action that he was, Ra- 
dowitzky was very careful not to snitch or give away 
compromising details. Despite all his torments, he 
never put any comrade in danger, not even acciden- 
tally. Because of this, for instance, I had to specu- 
late about Reynalda, for he never mentioned her last 
name. I took the liberty of relating her to a Mexican 
teacher—who did exist—called Reynalda Gomez 
Parra. My lengthy research notwithstanding, I was 
never able to prove her involvement in the Spanish 
Civil War. The same goes for (and I’m sorry to dis- 
appoint here) Lyudmyla. There indeed existed, ac- 
cording to Souchy’s story, a daughter of a locksmith 
who “educated” young Sim6n, but not much more. 
Lyudmyla, I must confess, is a character of my own 


creation. I could, thus, go over many sections of this 
work; the priority, though, was to tell a story and, 
above all, to entertain. I hope to have achieved it. 


Agustin Comotto 
Corbera de Llobregat, 2016 
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Biographies 


Russia 


Czar ALEXANDER III: 1845 (St. Petersburg)-1894 
(Yalta). During his brief rule, authoritarian and 
pragmatic, he abolished all the progressive reforms 
of his father, Czar Alexander II. He promoted the 
secret police and groups like the Black Hundreds 
(ultrareligious anti-Semites). He adhered to the 
principle of “Orthodoxy, Autocracy, and Nationality.” 


Czar Nicuo as IT: 1868 (St. Petersburg)—1918 
(Ekaterinburg). Last Russian czar. His reign was 
characterized by the downfall of the Russian 
Empire: the war against Japan and a savage 
clampdown against any kind of social change 
swelled the ranks of its detractors. He fomented 
anti-Semitic pogroms and the repression of any 
demonstration against his government. He was 
executed after the triumph of the Revolution of 
1917. 


FeDOsEI ZUBAREV: 1875 (Amur © suburb, 
Ekaterinoslav)-1907 (Ekaterinoslav). Member of 


the bezmotivnyi. In Una vida por un ideal, author 
Augustin Souchy mentions that, according to 
Radowitzky, Fedosei Zubarev had been his main 
influence in Ekaterinoslav. Other traces can be 
found in Iuda Grossman’s biographical account 
Rodzhdeniye Proletarskogo Anarkhizma v Rossii (Iz 
vospominaniy uchastnika belostokskoy gruppy) |The 
Birth of Proletarian Anarchism in Russia (From 
the Memoirs of a Member of the Bialystok Group)], 
where he mentions a Fedosei Zubar (Zubarev?) 
who emigrates to Ekaterinoslav in 1905. Fedosei 
would later opt to kill himself rather than be 
detained by police. 


Argentina 


José FiGuERoA ALCorTA: 1870 (Cérdoba)-1931 
(Buenos Aires). Argentine president between 1906 
and 1910. During his administration, Argentina 
experienced a sustained increase in immigration 
as a result of the demand of labor owing to the 
economic and technological expansion the country 
was going through at the time. Deeming the labor 
movement as a police issue, he promoted Col. 
Ramon Falcon as chief of police, turning the force 
into an outright repressive body. Under his rule, 
the Residence Law was passed, which authorized 
the banishment of any undesired immigrant. The 
first centenary of the republic was celebrated 
under his mandate. 


HIPOLITO YRIGOYEN: 1852-1933 (Buenos Aires). 
Argentine president for two terms (1916-1922 
and 1928-1930). Universal, secret, and mandatory 
suffrage was instituted during his administration. 
He was greatly opposed by the conservative 
powers of the republic. In 1930, during his 
second term and due to an old promise made to 
the anarchists of the FORA (anarchist union), 
he conceded a pardon to Simén Radowitzky 
and, in an unprecedented measure, also ordered 
his banishment. A month later, he was defeated 
in a fascist-style coup d’état by Gen. José Félix 
Uriburu. 
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Ramon Fatcon: 1855-1909 (Buenos Aires). 
Argentine military and chief of police. He took 
part in the Conquest of the Desert campaign of 
Gen. Roca (a military action taken to cleanse 
the southern Argentine lands off its indigenous 
populations) and was named chief of Buenos 
Aires police by President José Figueroa Alcorta. 
He militarized Buenos Aires police and repressed 
working and immigrant classes in particular. 
He created the national identification cedula 
(mandatory identification) coordinated by the 
police. He was assassinated by Simon Radowitzky 
as a result of the repression that ensued on May 
1, 1909 (Red Week), where 11 workers lost their 
lives and 120 were injured. 


PaveL KarAscHIN: Russian laborer, originally 
from Odessa. In 1909, he was detained by Buenos 
Aires police when attempting to detonate a bomb 
in Carmen Chapel during a mass in honor of 
Charles of Bourbon. It seems his intention was to 
avenge the execution of Ferrer i Guardia, which 
took place on that same year in Montjuic Castle, 
Barcelona. Buenos Aires police is warned and the 
attack is foiled. His tracks disappear in the annals 
of the local police. 


APOLINARIO BARRERA: 1877-1944 (Buenos 
Aires). Argentine anarchist linked to La Protesta 
newspaper. An experienced man of action, he 
arranged Simdén Radowitzky’s escape. Detained 
after the fact, he spent two years in prison in Rio 
Gallegos. After serving his sentence, he worked as 
foreman in the workshops of Critica newspaper, 
property of Natalio Botana, for about ten years. 
He was very close to Abad de Santillan, who 
mentions him in his memoirs as one of his most 
loyal collaborator. 


ENRIQUE ARNOLD: ? (Germany)—1924 (Ushuaia). 
Little is known of this anarchist who served time 
with Radowitzky in Ushuaia Penitentiary. In 
1910, he was sentenced to twenty-five years. He 
worked in the penitentiary library, and in one of 
his letters from prison, Radowitzky says of him: 
“[...] [he had to] endure the chilling wind that 
slips inside the 400 little holes, so tiny that barely 
a match goes through. Thus found the inspector 
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my friend Enrique Arnold (165) imprisoned. 
According to the doctor, had he spent another 
month in those conditions, he would have died. 
This inmate was sick, and he was persecuted as 
an intellectual because he did not want to sell his 
pen to Maj. Grandén or to G.N. Palacios. He is 
worthy of praise and admiration for everything he 
has suffered in the name of the prisoners’ well- 
being.” Enrique Arnold actually dies in 1924 as a 
consequence of all the abuse he endured (although 
he would live longer in the comic). 


SALVADORA MEDINA OwnrvusiA: 1894 (La 
Plata)-1972 (Buenos Aires). Poet, playwright, and 
anarchist. She became a mother at sixteen and, as 
a single parent, advocated for feminism. Married 
to Natalio Botana, owner of the influential Critica 
newspaper, she made Sim6n Radowitzky’s cause her 
own and financed his failed escape attempt of 1918. 
Adherent to theosophy and horoscopes, she placed 
her connection with Radowitzky on a mystic realm 
difficult to define. Her relation to Radowitzky 
lasted a lifetime, corresponding throughout many 
years. They saw each other in person once, in 
Uruguay, and only for a few hours. After the death 
of her husband, she directed Critica until President 
Juan Domingo Peron shut it down in 1951. She 
died forgotten, poor, and addicted to morphine and 
alcohol. Radowitzky’s prison hat was among the 
few mementos she kept in her possession. 


DiEeGo ABAD DE SANTILLAN: 1897 (Leén)-1983 
(Barcelona). He emigrated to Argentina when 
he was eight years old. He was a remarkable 
anarchist militant, both in Argentina and Spain. 
He was active in the FORA union in Buenos 
Aires and contributed with anarchist newspapers 
La Protesta, as writer, and La Antorcha, as director. 
From that position, he devised the campaign for 
Radowitzky’s release and kept the effort going 
throughout the inmate’s imprisonment. Later 
on, during the Spanish Civil War, he participated 
in the controversial affinity group Nervio in 
Barcelona, in opposition to Garcia Oliver's 
Nosotros. Simon traveled to Barcelona to take 
part in the group. Nevertheless, judging by his 
correspondence at the time, Simén disagreed 
ideologically with Santillan, who was heavily 
criticized for his changing political inclinations, 
which at times placed him at odds with anarchist 
principles. 


José SampepRO: 1879 (Spain)-?. There’s virtually 
no information about this high-ranking officer 
of Ushuaia Penitentiary. Born in Spain, he was 
thirty-nine when Radowitzky escaped from the 
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prison. He had a long trajectory in the prison, 
which ended with his trial for abuse in 1930. 
Several witness accounts underscore his personal 
obsession with Simon Radowitzky throughout his 
confinement, an obsession that reached its peak 
with Radowitzky’s rape during one of his repeated 
beatings. 


Uruguay 


Luce Fapprri: 1908 (Roma)—2000 (Montevideo). 
Daughter of anarchist writer and thinker Luigi 
Fabbri. She sought exile in Uruguay in 1929 after 
the rise of fascism in Italy. Anarchist translator, 
writer, and educator, she collaborated with 
Radowitzky during the period he lived in Uruguay. 
She maintained a lengthy correspondence with 
him during the course of the Spanish Civil War 
and, later on, in Mexico. 


Barcelona 


GREGORIO JOVER: 1891 (Teruel)—1964 (Mexico 
City). Member of the expropriator group Los 
Errantes, he traveled around Latin America 
along with Durriti, Ascaso, and Garcia Vivancos. 
Man of action, he was part of the Los Solidarios 
affinity group and later, upon the onset of the 
Spanish Civil War, he became involved with the 
Nosotros group. Like many of those affiliated to 
the CNT, he fought on the front lines of Aragon. 
He was in charge of Los Aguiluchos column next 
to Garcia Vivancos. He went on to command 
the 28th Division as lieutenant colonel upon the 
militarization of the anarchist columns in 1937. 
After the fall of the Republic, he went into exile 
in France and later traveled to Santo Domingo. 
He settled permanently in Mexico City, where he 
advocated for the anarchist ideal until his death. 


ANTONIO CASANOVA: 1898 (Betanzos, La 
Corufia)-1966 (Buenos Aires). Originally a baker, 
he worked as translator and editor during his long 
stint of anarchist militancy. He participated in 
the II Regional Anarchist Congress held in the 
city of Rosario in 1932. He traveled to Spain 
at the beginning of the civil war and enlisted 
as a journalist in the Aragon front for the 28th 
Division of Gregorio Jover. After the defeat in 


Catalonia, he crossed the border into France. In 
1941, in the midst of the Second World War, he 
was taken prisoner by the Nazis and deported to 
a concentration camp, from where he escaped to 
join the ranks of the Resistance. He returned to 
Argentina in the mid-1940s, where he worked 
again as baker. He continued his anarchist 
militancy with his participation in Avellaneda’s 
Athenaeum. 


MariANo RopriGuEZ VAZQUEZ (MARIANET): 
1909 (Barcelona)-1939 (La Ferté-sous-Juarre, 
France). Bricklayer of Gypsy origin, he was a 
militant worker since an early age. He represented 
the CNT in the Construction Union and was 
head of its Catalonia Regional Committee 
secretariat. Controversial in character, he was 
accused of political collaborationism as the CNT 
began to lose influence in 1938 to Stalinism, 
which dominated all internal politics under the 
Republican government of Juan Negrin. Accused 
of collaborating with Stalinist agents by some, yet 
warmly defended by others, he died of drowning 
under mysterious circumstances shortly after 
crossing the border to France after the Republican 
defeat. He was thirty years old. 


MarTIN GUupDELL: 1906 (New York)-1993 
(Chicago). Lithuanian anarchist, writer, journalist, 
and translator. Polyglot, he spoke more than five 
languages, and owing to his linguistic abilities, he 
was chosen to direct the CNT’s Foreign Propaganda 
Office in 1938, substituting Augustin Souchy in 
the position. The Stalinist services accused him of 
being counterrevolutionary due to his defense of 
the detainees of the outlawed POUM. He crossed 
the border to France with Radowitzky in the truck 
carrying the CNT archives into the Netherlands. 
He was interned in several concentration camps, 
and upon the end of the Second World War, he 
traveled to the United States where he continued 
with his anarchist militancy. His correspondence 
with the great anarchist figures from around the 
world remains the subject of innumerable research 
studies even today. 


REYNALDA (GONZALEZ Parra?): Assuming that 
the figure of Reynalda that appears in the comic is 
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of Mexican origin, then Reynalda Gonzalez Parra 
was a rationalist Mexican teacher. She worked as 
such in Mexico City in 1915. The Reynalda that 
is mentioned in Radowitzky’s letters from Mexico 
remained trapped in France, as it was occupied by 
the Nazis, and it is unclear whether she managed 
to reach Mexico later on, once the war was over, 
since she is no longer mentioned in his later 
correspondence. 


Mexico 


Octavio ALBEROLA: 1928 (Alaior, Menorca). 
Son of a rationalist teacher from Aragon, he 
experienced the Spanish Civil War as a child 
and later became part of the Republican exiles 
in Mexico. He was an engineering physicist, and 
he was active in the Libertarian Youth and in 
Mexico’s CNT. He met Simon Radowitzky at that 
time, and he is the only known person alive who 
keeps memories of him. In 1962, he traveled to 
France to be part of Defensa Interior, a libertarian 
body whose aim was to harshly denounce and 
attack the Francoist regime. He participated in 
two failed attempts against Franco, and later, once 
Defensa Interior was dissolved, he continued with 
the anti-Francoist struggle until the institution of 
democracy. Octavio Alberola lives in Perpignan 
and is still engaged in his anarchist militancy via 
several digital media. 
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* International Institute of Social History, Amsterdam 

* Archivo Histérico de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires 
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AK Press is small, in terms of staff and resources, but we also man- 
age to be one of the world’s most productive anarchist publishing 
houses. We publish close to twenty books every year, and distribute 
thousands of other titles published by like-minded independent press- 
es and projects from around the globe. We're entirely worker-run and 
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no boss, no managers, no bullshit. 
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for the duration of your membership. You can even sponsor a very 
discounted membership for someone in prison. 


The Friends of AK program is a way 
you can directly contribute to the 
continued existence of AK Press, 
and ensure that we're able to keep 


Email friendsofak@akpress.org for more info, or visit the Friends of 
AK Press website: https://www.akpress.org/friends.html 
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